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Claremont Woman Found Fatally Shot

Business Feature

By Jennifer Madrigal

Eastvale – A suspect has 
been arrested in the hit and 
run fatality of 21-year old Troy 
davids. The suspect’s name is 
Casey Coltrain, a 26-year old 
Riverside County resident who 
will be charged with second 
degree murder and hit and 
run. According to Lt. Michael 
Yates of the Eastvale Police 

Staff reportS

Santa Ana – Two Orange 
County men were arrested on 
Fri., June 13, on federal drug 
trafficking charges that allege 
they were part of a far-reaching 
conspiracy to smuggle, manu-
facture and distribute millions 
of dollars’ worth of analogue 
drugs commonly called “spice” 
and “bath salts.”

According to a news release 
from the Assistant United 
States Attorney’s Office, the 

By ariel CarMona, Jr.

Diamond Bar – In a mid-
year report to the City Council 
during their June 17 meeting, 
Captain Jeffrey Scroggin and 
members of his staff at the 
Walnut/diamond Bar Sheriff’s 
Station reported that overall, 
crime is down substantially in 
the City; and down 30 percent 
thus far in 2014, with theft-re-
lated crimes down more than 
35 percent.  Scroggin attrib-
uted the reduction in crime sta-
tistics to newly implemented 
programs, including a Special 
Problems Team consisting 
of deputies dedicated to ad-
dress crime trends, ongoing 

see Optometry Page 9

WHO Will Care For Your Eyes?
Staff reportS

For many years, Walnut 
Hills Optometry (WHO) has 
taken great care of the vision 
needs of its community, serv-
ing patients from Walnut and 
diamond Bar, to Chino Hills 
and Rowland heights.  Because 
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neighborhood and business 
watch programs, and the City’s 
recently implemented rewards 
programs where residents are 
paid for providing tips leading 
to arrests of criminals in the 
area.

Scroggin said crimes report-
ed to the FBI Uniform Crime 
Index in diamond Bar include 
criminal homicide, forcible 
rape, burglary and arson. He 
added that crimes against 
persons are slightly up this 
year, but the numbers are still 
comparatively very low. There 
were 21 assaults in 2014 as 
opposed to 17 in 2013. 

According to Scroggin, 12 of 
the assaults involved domestic 

see Enchilada Page 8

Cater Your 4th Of July Party With 
The Whole Enchilada
Staff reportS

Planning a 4th of July Cel-
ebration?  Let The Whole En-
chilada help cater your event 
with the flavors of Mexico.  
With its promise of authen-
ticity, The Whole Enchilada 

Photo Courtesy: City oF DiamonD Bar

Staff reportS

Chino – The City of Chino has 
issued the following important 
public service announcements:

Chino Police department An-
nounces New Lieutenant 

Chief Miles Pruitt named An-
drew Bjelland the Chino Police 
department’s newest Lieutenant, 
effective Monday, June 9. 

see Chino Page 5

Staff reportS

Pomona – Eloisa Salas Lara, 
37, a resident of Claremont, was 
found fatally shot in the early 
morning hours on Mon., June 
16.

Pomona Police responded at 
approximately 2:55 a.m. to mul-
tiple 911 calls reporting gun shots 
heard in the area of the 700 block 
of San Francisco Avenue in Pomo-
na.  According to the police report, 

Bjelland has been serving the 
Chino community since 2000, af-
ter leaving the Los Angeles Police 
department and joining the Chino 
Police department. Bjelland is a 
Chino native and graduated from 
don Lugo High School; he holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish 

The Whole Enchilada is located at 1114 S. diamond 
bar blvd, (at grand ave.), in diamond bar. You can 
reach them at (909) 861-5340, and visit their website 
at www.wholeenchilada.com.

Photo Courtesy: City oF Chino

New Cpd lieutenant, andrew bjel-
land.

WhO is conveniently located near the 10, 60 and 57 
freeways, on the border of Walnut and West Covina, at 
18736 East amar road (at the corner of Nogales Street 
and amar road, next to papa John’s pizza).  Their 
hours are Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  You can reach them at (626) 
965-3878 or (909) 594-1153.  For more information visit 
their website at www.walnuthillsoptometry.com.

officers located the victim in the 
rear area of a carport, and found 
that she had been shot several 
times.  The Los Angeles County 
Fire department pronounced her 
dead at the scene.

Lara did not have any identi-
fication in her possession at the 
scene, and the Coroner’s office 
has confirmed her ID.  Police de-
tectives are now trying trace her 
activities on the evening of the 
shooting and determine possible 

suspects.  One resident near the 
carport allegedly hear the shots, 
and cars speeding away from the 
area at the time of the incident.

Anyone with information re-
garding this homicide is urged 
to contact the Pomona Police 
department’s detective Bureau 
at (909) 620-2085. For anyone 
wishing to remain anonymous, 
please contact Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 222-8477, or “We-Tip” at 
(800) 782-7463.

violence. “Those are really 
situations we can’t control as 
a policing agency; that is in 
the home, but you can see 
that over half of our assaults 
involve some type of domestic 



Crossroads Urgent Care
3110 Chino Ave Ste 150-B
(909) 630-7868

Planet Beach
13890 Peyton dr # C
(909) 465-9911

Senior Baja
3908 Grand Ave. #A
(909) 902-5110

taco Factory
3277 Grand Ave.
(909) 464-9943

CHINO

Chino Commercial Bank
14345 Pipeline Ave.
(909) 393-8880

diamond Bar City Hall
21825 Copley drive
(909) 839-7000

diamond Mail & Shipping
1249 S. diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-1290

It’s A grind
1223 S. diamond Bar Blvd
(909) 396-0577

Lowe Chiropractic
1135 S. Grand Ave.
(909) 861-7350

Oak tree Lanes Bowling
990 N. diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 860-3558

taco Factory
1123 Grand Ave.
(909) 396-5373
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20/20 Vision
20687-6 Amar Road
(909) 468-9622

Alamo Hand Car Wash
784 N. Nogales St.
(800) 952-2792

Animal Hospital
20670 E. Carrey Rd
(909) 594-1737

Clearwater Bagel
20747 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 598-4332 

donut tree
388 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5337

daily donuts
18766 Amar Rd.
(626) 913-1074

Farmer Insurance
378 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 869-1077
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364 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-5000

Osuna’s Mexican Food
18746 Amar Road
(626) 810-4101

Post Box Plus
382 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5924

Shane Chiropractic
20803 Valley Blvd #103
(909) 598-2111

Senior Center 
21215 La Puente
(909) 598-6200

Starbucks
505-A  A Grand Ave.
(909) 598-4459

UPS
20687 Amar Rd # 2
(909) 444-1303

Walnut City Hall 
21201 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-7543

Walnut Hills Optometry 
18736 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 594-1153

Walnut Library
21155 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-0757

Walnut Sheriff’s Station
21695 Valley Blvd.
(626) 913-1715
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Barro’s Pizza
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By Michael arMijo

I remember the cold dark 
evening and the pitch of night. 
I vividly recall walking into the 
lightless room and shining the 
flashlight on his lifeless body. 
He lay completely still.  He was 
gone forever.

I was too shocked to weep; 
my mind kept racing in disbe-
lief. I wondered when I was 
to wake from this horrendous 
nightmare. When was I to open 
my eyes and appreciate his 
presence, to let him know that 
I loved him, and how much I 
missed him?

As this bad dream continued, 
I found out it would never end, 
for he had left this earth with 
neither a simple goodbye, nor 
a quick embrace. And my last 
vision was of him wearing his 
gray flannel shirt, blue jeans, 
black boots, and turquoise 
watch. My last vision of him 
was a motionless pose on the 
hallway floor.

I remember asking God 
why, wondering what purpose 
a “man of God” would serve 
without life? Why would God, 
who made all the beautiful 
animals and trees, allow so 
much sorrow in our lives? 
Why would God inflict such a 
painful scenario on an already 
troubled family? Our environ-
ment, which was once filled 
with grief, had finally become 

somewhat functional. Now we 
were left to paddle our boat 
through the sea of confusion 
without any oars. Our mighty 
captain had left the ship, and 
we lay directionless about the 
stormy sea.

Now that a few years have 
passed, I only see a few of my 
siblings. I believe we are re-
sentful and discontent when we 
reflect upon our lives together 
as a family. But I can only guess 
why we’re apart and do not 
share our lives anymore. And 
as the youngest of eight kids, 
I’ve seen the family grow and 
overcome barriers, together, 
that many other families could 
never have survived. And yet 
with the simple departure of the 
leader of our little “nation,” civil 
war has broken out.

But I guess that’s what hap-
pens when the big captain 
sets sail after his long journey 
through time. I guess that’s 
what happens when we live 
with the regrets of putting off 
for tomorrow, what you can do 
today. When you can’t help but 
feel, “If I could have just one 
more hug, just one more.”

Now I worry about love, 
about life. That’s what death 
does to you. It makes you think 
of the “what if’s.” It forces you 
to look beyond today, and deep 
into tomorrow. But once we do 
prepare, once we are aware 
that death really does exist, we 

have the opportunity to prepare 
ourselves to understand and 
appreciate relationships. 

So on that dark and lonely 
day, when the angel of death 

knocks upon our door and 
takes a loved one by the hand, 
we can be prepared to simply 
smile and waive goodbye to our 
fallen friends. 

Goodbye My Fallen Friend
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UPCOMINg EVENtS:
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Summer 

kids’ day Camp 
When:  Monday, June 9 through 

Wednesday, August 20; 6:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Where:  Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church & Schools, 23300 Golden 
Springs dr., diamond Bar 91765

details:  A fun, safe, Christian 
environment for your school age 
children.  Kids’ camp is a summer 
day camp program based on fun, 
personal and spiritual growth, and 
the celebration of God’s Word 
through various activities, field 
trips, and daily devotions.  All 
children ages 5 - 12 are invited 
to attend.  Check out the Mt. Cal-
vary Lutheran website for more 
information about daily activities, 
registration, and fees.

diamond Bar Concert/Movie 
Series

When:  Wednesday evenings, 
June 18 – August 13; 6:30 p.m.

Where:  Sycamore Canyon 
Park, 22930 Golden Springs 
drive

details:  Free admission and 
free parking

• Jun 18: Neon Nation (80s 
Tribute); The Little Mermaid.

• Jun 25: doo-Wah Riders 
(Country): Monsters University.

• Jul 09: The Skinny Little 
Twits (Rock); Frozen.

• Ju l  16 :  Re t ro  Sou l 
(Dance); Honey, I Shrunk the 
Kids.

• Jul 23: The Answer (Clas-
sic Rock); The Great and Powerful 
Oz.

• Jul 30: Box Car 7 (Blues, 
R&B); Free Birds.

• Aug 06: Cold Ducks (70s 
Tribute); The Lego Movie.

• Aug 13: Little Lies Band 
(Fleetwood Mac Tribute); despi-
cable Me 2

Contact:  www.ci.diamond-bar.
ca.us

3rd Annual golden Future 
50+ Senior Expo

When:  Sat., June 28; 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Where:  Fairplex, Expo Hall 6, 
1101 W. McKinley Avenue, Po-
mona 91768 (Enter at Gate 1)

details:  A wonderful FREE 
event for Baby Boomers, seniors, 
care-givers, friends and fam-
ily members, featuring a diverse 
range of exhibitors, entertainment, 
health screenings, and informative 
educational seminars with the goal 
of helping the 50+ demographic 
manage and enhance all aspects 
of their lives.

Contact:  https://www.event-
brite.com/e/2014-golden-future-
50

Pomona Inner City Ministry 
– Homeless dinner

When:  Saturday, June 28 – and 
the fourth Saturday of each month; 

noon to 4:30 p.m.
Where:  First Baptist Church of 

Pomona, 601 N. Garey Avenue, 
Pomona (volunteers meet in E202, 
Second Floor at noon for prayer 
and instructions)

details:  Come serve the home-
less and economically disadvan-
taged in a ministry that can not 
only transform the lives of others, 
for those of you that volunteer as 
well.     

Contact:   If you would like to 
donate goods, the Ministry is in 
need to hats and men’s clothing 
of all styles and sizes (they can 
be brought to the dinner).  For 
financial donations, contact Global 
Impact Ministries, 586 N. Main 
Street, Pomona, CA 91768. 

Chino Youth Museum Family-
Friendly Programs

When:  Now through August 
2014

Where:  13191 Sixth Street, 
downtown Chino; Tuesday – Sun-
day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Nominal 
fees.

details:  There are some amaz-
ing events taking place this sum-
mer, from art projects and enter-
tainment, to edible art creations 
and Kids Night Out.  Enjoy special 
activities like You & Me Time, 
Beat the Heat cool activities, and 
special day Museum Birthday 
Parties.

Contact:  (909) 334-3270 to find 
out more about the summer-fun 

Like us on 
Facebook!

facebook.com/ 
theWeeklyNews

city of Walnut 

Walnut - Come and join the 
City of Walnut’s Fourth of July 
celebration at Suzanne Park 
on Friday, July 4, from 6 p.m. 
to approximately 9:20 p.m. 

This free event will feature 
live music from Ray and the 
Rhythm Beat Band, face paint-
ing and our famous pie-eating 
contest. There will also be 
Food Trucks at Suzanne Park 
for all to enjoy. The Fireworks 
Show will begin at approxi-
mately at 9:00 pm.

Bring your whole family and 

your lawn chairs/blankets and 
celebrate America with the City 
of Walnut.  Sorry, no alcohol, 
smoking, BBQ’s grills or other 
cooking appliances will be 
allowed in the Park.  Due to 
the loud and crowded nature 
of the event, people are dis-
couraged from bringing their 
pets (assistance dogs are an 
exception). 

Suzanne Park is located at 
325 Suzanne Road. Parking is 
limited, so attendees are en-
couraged to carpool and arrive 
early. For more information, 
please call (909) 598-5605.

Celebrate 4th Of July In Walnut

Community Events
schedule.

4th of July Celebration
When:  Friday, July 4; beginning 

at 5 p.m. (fireworks at 9 p.m.)
Where: Lorbeer Middle School, 

501 diamond Bar Blvd.; diamond 
Bar.

details:  A patriotic celebration 
beginning with a musical perfor-
mance by Bumptown (Top 40s 
Latin Band), and ending with a 
25-minute fireworks spectacular 
at 9 p.m.  Free parking and ad-
mission.  Blankets or low-height 
beach chairs are encouraged for 
lawn seating.  Bring a picnic din-
ner or purchase concessions from 
local vendors.

WEEkLY EVENtS:
Bookstore Blowout
Where: Twice Sold Tale Book-

store located at the Walnut Li-
brary, La Puente Road, Walnut 
CA 91789

When: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Details: All books and media: 
Any four items for $1 ($1 minimum 
purchase).

Contact: (909) 595-0757 or 
email the.walnut.library@mac.
com.

Resources for the Classroom 
days at Basically BOOkS

When: Second Tuesday of 
every month.

Where: Basically BOOKS loca-

tions: at 23447 Golden Springs 
Road, diamond Bar and at the 
diamond Bar Library: 21800 Co-
pley drive, diamond Bar.

Details: Books and education 
videos will be offered at special 
discounts for teachers at all levels. 
Teachers can sign up at either Ba-
sically BOOKS locations or email 
BasicallyBOOKS@aol.com to join 
these special teacher appreciation 
afternoons.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 
p.m.

Where: 12598 Central Avenue, 
Unit 113, Chino, CA 91710.

Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunityacu-
puncture.com

Jack Newe’s Farmers Market 
sponsored by SgV Regional 
Chamber of Commerce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio College 
Campus, Parking Lot B, 1100 N. 
Grand Avenue, Walnut CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Parking 
Features: Seasonal organic pro-

duce, breads and cakes, olive oils, 
cheese and spreads, a variety of 
nursery plants, hand-crafted items 
and jewelry, fresh-popped Kettle 
Corn and grilled food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701.
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Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 Drinks ................................................. 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry ........................... 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless ................................ 595-9109
50% Cleaners .......................................... 444-1111
All State Insurance .................................. 468-1495
Art Nails ................................................... 594-5080
Bin Bin Konjac ......................................... 594-2832
Burger King .............................................. 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels ................................... 598-4332
dollar Tree ............................................... 468-4850
East West Bank ....................................... 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning ............................ 839-1992
Elixxir Cycles ........................................... 595-6116
GNC Vitamins .......................................... 869-7272
Hub Café ................................................. 595-4545
International School of Montessori .......... 594-8172
Krazy Noodle Thai BBQ ........................... 595-3034
Max Loan Center ..................................... 702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon............................. 598-8394
Pho Express ............................................ 468-2220
Re/Max Good Life Realty ........................ 598-5151
Royal Florist ............................................. 718-0688
Sake Sushi .............................................. 594-5221
School Connection .................................. 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS ........ 595-1800
Smoke Town......................................818/288-4158
Stater Bros. .............................................. 598-6534
The UPS Store ........................................ 444-1303
US Taekwondo ......................................... 595-9222
Vapor Junkies .......................................... 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers .................................... 594-4092
Yummy House ......................................... 468-4991

Expires 6/30/14Expires 6/30/14Expires 6/30/14

For further info 
Scan H

ere

6/30/14

Exp. 6/30/2014

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut
(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

Amar Road

gr
an

d

MSAC

60 Fwy.

Av
en

ue

57 Fwy.

Sophie’s Wags To Wiskers
Pet Salon and Boutique

Hours: Tuesdays-Fridays 8am-4:30pm
Saturdays 7:30am-3:30pm

Sundays/Mondays CLOSED
“Grooming all Breeds & Cats”

(909) 594- 4092
20687- 7 Amar Rd.Walnut CA, 91789 20687- 7 Amar Rd.Walnut CA, 91789 
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Hit and run suspect arrested

department, who has been ac-
tively working this case, “This 
has been an active investigation 
with thousands of hours used 
to find this suspect. We never 
stopped looking for the suspect 
responsible for this horrific crime 
and thanks to the hard work of 
investigators we were able to 
make an arrest.”

According to a press release 
from the Riverside County Sher-

iff’s department, the suspected 
driver of a black sedan struck 
and killed Davids as he rode his 
bike home from work on April 25. 
The car sped off, and was last 
reported turning southbound on 
Scholar Way. According to the 
police report, witnesses said the 
driver didn’t even stop. davids 
was transported to the local On-
tario Kaiser hospital, where he 
succumbed to his injuries.

A few weeks ago, it was re-
vealed that there was a tan Chev-
rolet Suburban that may have 

CounCil from page 1

Council corner

Photo Courtesy: FaCeBook

Troy davids, 21, was killed in april 
by a hit and run driver.

violence,” he said. 
There were three victims of 

rape in 2014, only one more 
than in 2013. “The rapes are 
very important crimes to us 
because that is such a violent 
act.  I can report that we’ve 
had no stranger rapes, where 
someone’s been kidnapped 
off the street.  All of our rapes 
have some type of association 
between the victims and the 
suspect,” said Scroggin. He 
added, “We are concerned with 
all rapes, obviously, because 
they’re a very bad crime, but 
we have had nothing where 
someone’s been walking in 
the park and assaulted in that 
manner, so we are very proud 
of that.”

Scroggin said the number 
one crime the department 
fights on a daily basis are 

crimes against property, such 
as robberies, burglaries and 
theft. There were six robberies 
this year, down from 16 last 
year.  The department reports 
that residential burglaries are 
down more than 50 percent, 
with 50 fewer burglaries than 
last year.  The Sheriff’s depart-
ment attributes the reduction 
to more arrests with more units 
patrolling the day shift.

Even though commercial 
burglaries are up slightly, 1.79 
percent, theft-related crimes 
are down more than 35 per-
cent.  They are the single big-
gest contributor to the overall 
crime rate, including vehicle 
burglaries, petty and grand 
theft auto.  Grand theft auto is 
down more than 50 percent, 
with only 19 cars reported 
stolen this year. There was 
also only one reported incident 
of arson.

“We’re a bedroom com-

possibly witnessed the accident. 
Eastvale Police department’s 
Traffic Division and local volun-
teers set up a checkpoint near the 
incident location on Hamner and 
Limonite Avenues and handed 
out flyers. The hope was that by 
getting the public more involved, 
someone who may have wit-
nessed the incident would come 
forward with more information. 
The flyers provided a brief sum-
mary of a fatal hit and run traffic 
collision in the hopes of identify-
ing possible witnesses. At the 

Chino from page 1

and a Master’s degree in Public 
Administration.

Bjelland has risen through the 
ranks serving in the Patrol Divi-
sion and detective Bureau; he has 
worked as a patrol supervisor and 
a member and supervisor of the 
Crisis Negotiations Team and the 
Mobile Field Force Team. Bjelland 
was in Professional Standards 
until 2011 before returning to Pa-
trol as a Field Sergeant. In 2012, 
he became the detective Bureau 
Sergeant where he served until 
he was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant. Bjelland was named 
Officer of the Year in 2007 and 
received the Chief’s Award of 
distinction in 2014. Bjelland will 
serve as the Patrol division Watch 
Commander effective June 23. 

Bjelland will fill the position 
soon vacated by Lieutenant Chris 
Van Arsdell, who recently submit-
ted his intent to retire effective 
September 17, 2014. 

Chino Police Shut down In-
door Marijuana grow House

The Chino Police department’s 
Special Enforcement Team seized 
over 500 marijuana plants on 
Thurs., June 12, when they dis-
covered a marijuana grow house 
in the 6800 block of Isaac Court.  
The plants were seized and the in-
vestigation is on-going; no arrests 
have been made.  The owner of 
the property discovered the grow-

ing operation when they arrived to 
take possession of the residence 
after the tenants were formally 
evicted.  Anyone with information 
regarding this incident should call 
the Chino Police department at 
(909) 628-1234.

dUI Checkpoint Yields Five 
Arrests

The Chino Police department 
successfully concluded a dUI/
driver’s license checkpoint dur-
ing the early hours of Sun., June 
15, resulting in five arrests.  Four 
subjects were arrested for dUI 
and another was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant.  Twelve cita-
tions were also issued for various 
offenses including ten citations for 
unlicensed/suspended drivers. A 
total of five vehicles were towed.

The checkpoint was funded 
by the State of California Office 
of Traffic Safety through the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and took place from 
approximately 8:00 p.m. Saturday 
and continued into the early hours 
of Sunday morning in the 11900 
block of Central Avenue.

The purpose of this type of 
checkpoint is to educate the pub-
lic, arrest impaired drivers who are 
operating vehicles while under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, cite 
unlicensed drivers and to reduce 
the number of victims killed or in-
jured in alcohol-related collisions.  
The Chino Police department 
encourages people to call 911 to 
report suspected drunk drivers. 

Lottery Scam Warning – don’t 
Be A Victim

The Chino Police department 
is warning residents about a Lot-
tery Scam that recently affected a 
Chino resident.  An elderly male 
and female recently approached 
and engaged the Chino victim 
in a conversation, stating they 
had won the lottery and were 
expecting a large payout.  The 
trio entered into an agreement to 
share the proceeds and drove the 
victim to a bank, where the victim 
withdrew a large amount of money 
and gave it to the suspects.  The 
suspects then dropped the victim 
off in another city and fled.  

The female suspect was de-
scribed as Hispanic, 65-70 years 
old, approximately 4’11, 120 
pounds, black hair, with brown 
eyes.  She was wearing a tan 
colored full-rounded brimmed 
hat, a pink short-sleeve blouse, 
blue jeans, and was carrying a 
large beige cloth shopping bag.  
The male suspect was described 
as Hispanic, 65-70 years old, ap-
proximately 5’05, 160 pounds.  He 
was wearing a gray button up shirt 
and khaki pants.  The suspect 
vehicle was a 2008-2010, tan or 
gold, 4-door sedan.

The investigation is ongoing 
and anyone with information 
about this incident is asked to call 
the Chino Police department at 
(909) 628-1234.   

Chino Liberty Courtyard 
– Buy a Brick!

Chino in the news
The Chino Liberty Courtyard is 

a community monument that will 
pay tribute to the brave men and 
women who are serving or have 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces, 
which includes the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines, and Coast 
Guard.  The project will be located 
at the Community Building, 5443 
B Street, and will include pillars 
representing each branch of the 
military, a reflection area, and a 
seating area around the existing 
flag pole located near the north 
entrance of the building. 

Be a part of Chino history 
and the Liberty Courtyard by 
supporting Chino’s men and 
women in uniform! The Chino 
Community Services Commission 
and the Chino Liberty Courtyard 
Sub-Committee invite the public 
to support the construction of 
Chino Liberty Courtyard with the 
purchase of a commemorative 
brick. 

To raise funds for the con-
struction of the project, the Sub-
Committee is offering bricks and 
pavers that will be permanently 
on display within the courtyard.  
Bricks cost $75 for a 4”x8” brick 
and $250 for an 8”x8” paver brick.  
Each brick is allowed a maximum 
of two lines and should pay tribute 
to a specific member of the Armed 
Forces or show support for the 
troops in general.  The first 100 
(4”x8”) bricks will be sold for $50 
(limit 4 per household).  Some 
restrictions apply and the City of 

Chino reserves the right to ap-
prove all brick content. 

Content Examples:
1. Sgt. John Smith, U.S. 

Army
2. Sgt. Amy Adams, U.S. 

Coast Guard
3. Chino Business, supports 

our troops
4. Garcia Family, supports 

our troops
Headed by the Community 

Services Commission, the Chino 
Liberty Courtyard Sub-Commit-
tee is comprised of members of 
the Chino community who have 
volunteered their time to plan, 
develop, and raise the necessary 
funds to construct the project.  
The construction of Chino Lib-
erty Courtyard will be paid for 
through the generous donations 
of community members and the 
brick fundraiser.  Individuals, 
businesses or organizations inter-
ested in joining the Sub-Commit-
tee or sponsoring the project, may 
contact the Community Services 
department at (909) 334-3256.  

All proceeds raised through 
donations and/or brick purchases 
will go toward the development 
and construction of Chino Liberty 
Courtyard.  For more informa-
tion or to download a brick order 
form, please visit www.cityofchino.
org/libertycourtyard or contact the 
Community Services department 
at (909) 334-3256 or via email at 
communityservices@cityofchino.
org. 

conclusion of the public outreach, 
five citizens came forward and 
provided information to traffic 
investigators about the case. The 
Eastvale Police department had 
also assigned a full-time traffic 
officer to this case and the officer 
actively followed up on the many 
leads that came in.

“The davids family has been 
an active part of this investigation. 
Cooperating and helping us in any 
way possible and we hope that 
this arrest can bring them some 
type of closure”, said Lt. Yates.

munity, we don’t have a lot of 
violent crime, we don’t have 
a lot of gang crime, we don’t 
really have a lot of crimes that 
shock the conscience, but 
we do have those residential 
burglaries and thefts from the 
vehicles.  In order to keep 
this downward trend we really 
need the entire community to 
take action, be mindful of their 
homes and their vehicles,” 
said Scroggin.

In other matters, the Council 
approved a packed consent 
calendar which included the 
approval of a contract with the 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, contract extensions for 
the Community Services de-
partment, and the approval of 
an amendment to the vendor 
services contract with a con-
sultant to extend the janitorial 
and building maintenance ser-
vices for the Library, City Hall, 
the diamond Bar Center, and 

the Heritage Park Community 
Center. 

Counci lmember Lyons 
asked for clarification for the 
amendment which added to 
the janitorial services contract 
for the Library for an annual 
amount of $43,325, since the 
facility is being operated by the 
County of Los Angeles.  City 
Manager James deStefano 
said the maintenance fee is 
for a three-year term.  The 
fee was negotiated as part of 
a process in which the City 
looked at what it would cost 
to operate a new library which 
was physically two to three 
times larger than the existing 
library.

deStefano added that the 
City negotiated that County 
would pick up all labor costs 
to support the new library, 
and the City would pick up 
the maintenance costs to as-
sure that the facility remained 

at the standard the City holds 
for all of their other properties. 
“This was basically a trade-off 
of the maintenance costs for 
the labor costs that they would 
incur, and it worked well for 
us,” he said.

In other Council actions, they 
held public hearings on levying 
landscaping assessments for 
three lighting and landscape 
districts throughout the City. 
The Council also adopted a 
resolution approving the 2014 
Citywide Speed Zone Survey, 
and approved a first reading of 
a an ordinance to amend the 
diamond Bar Municipal Code 
regarding speed limits speci-
fied in City streets.

The next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the diamond 
Bar City Council is set for July 
1, at the AQMD/Government 
Center Auditorium, located at 
21865 Copley drive in dia-
mond Bar.
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“Great place and great value!”
“After a very late night we totally needed a good 

rest. The hotel was excellent, our 
room was awesome, and we had 
a great stay! We will be doing 
more travelling this summer and 
will definitely look to Comfort 
Suites in La Puente first!”

What customers are saying:

Where Do You Get Your News?

Get It All Here And Advertise For One Low Price!

PrintWeb Social Media

(909)464-1200  www.anapr.com
14144 Central Ave. #B Chino, CA 91710

CALL TODAY

Individual Ads Start At $60. 
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FREE 
Sago Palm

With
Signed

Contract
Exp.

6/30/14

$2
One coupon per table each person. 
For Sunday Lunch only. For Adult

Dine-In only. Not valid with any
other offer, coupon or discount. Limit
one coupon per customer. Not valid 

on holidays. 
Valid with coupon only.

ALL YOU CAN EAT
OFF

CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY WITH US

$5
OFF
(Dine In or Take Out)

Each order over $25 (before
tax & excluding drinks). One
coupon per order. Not valid

with any other offer, coupon
or discount. Not valid on

holidays.
Valid with coupon only.

$10
OFF
(Dine In or Take Out)

Each order over $45 (before
tax & excluding drinks). One

coupon per order. Not valid 
with any other offer, coupon

or discount. Not valid on
holidays.

Valid with coupon only.

Restrictions apply on these holidays: Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day,  Labor Day, & 4th Of July

Mon - Fri: Lunch 11am - 3pm
                 : Dinner 5pm - 10pm
Sat - Sun: 11am - 10pm

Walnut Honey Shrimp
Lightly battered shrimp served with sweet mayonnaise 

and honey crusted walnuts

www.chineseypage.com/mandarin

30$ OFF
Each order over $80 (before tax & excluding drinks).

One coupon per table per order. Not valid with any other offer,
coupon, or discount. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid

on holidays. I.D. required to show birthday. Valid with coupon only.
Exp. 5-31-14

LUNCH OR DINNER SUNDAY LUNCH
BUFFET

LUNCH OR DINNER

Exp. 5-31-14Exp. 5-31-14Exp. 5-31-14 Exp. 7/30/14 Exp. 7/30/14Exp. 7/30/14

Exp. 6/30/14

Exp. 6/30/14

Exp. 6/30/14

Exp. 6/30/14

Treat Yourself Well
Facelift and Gentle Wave Body Contouring

• Local Anesthesia
• Minimal Downtime
• Natural Results
• As low as $178.00/mo
• New Techniques

Ed Domanskis, M.D.
• Physician of Excellence 
in Plastic Surgery
• Listed among America’s 
Top Plastic Surgeons and 
Best Doctors in America

Free Consultation!
(949) 640-6324
www.Surgery-Plastic.com
1441 Avocado Ave., Suite 307
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Ask about 
Exilis Elite 
Specials

Like us on Facebook! 
facebook.com/TheWeeklyNews
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

guarantees that its customers 
will enjoy the taste of their 
food.

From delicious platters and 
entrée meals to taco bars, they 
offer fresh, authentic Mexi-
can recipes their resident chef 
brought from their homeland.

“All our food is made fresh 
daily,” says Lil Palmer of The 
Whole Enchilada. The restau-
rant has been in business for 
over 30 years, offering a variety 
of Mexican dishes ranging from 
tacos and burritos to carne 
asada and fajitas.

Try some delicious tamales 
for your celebration!  The Whole 
Enchilada offers this traditional 
holiday dish year round.  Sold 
by the dozen, they are available 
in chicken, green chili, beef, 
cheese and pork.   

Whether it’s the 4th of July, 
business meetings or parties, 
promotions, fundraisers, birth-
days, or just an evening out, The 
Whole Enchilada will dazzle you 
with their excellent customer 
service and delicious food.  
They look forward to helping you 
celebrate the special moments 
in your life.

The celebration doesn’t stop 
with just one visit.  The Whole 
Enchilada has gift cards avail-
able for purchase in person or 
online.  It’s the perfect gift for just 
about anyone or any occasion.  
And be sure to ask The Whole 
Enchilada about the Combo 
Punch Card, Enchilada Bucks, 
and their Kids Club.  With a wide 
variety of reasons to visit, The 

enChilada from page 1
Whole Enchilada wants to be-
come your favorite restaurant.  

The Whole Enchilada is locat-
ed at 1114 S. diamond Bar Blvd, 
(at Grand Ave.), in diamond Bar. 

Weight Loss and Nutritional Counseling 
Designed Specifically for You!

Nicole Gilles, RD, CDE, CSR
(909) 816-0977

Serving the Inland Empire

“Waive the Initial $150 Assessment Fee 
by Mentioning This Ad”

www.HandHNutrition.com
facebook.com/happyandhealthynutrition.nicolegilles

The Whole Enchilada
You can reach them at (909) 
861-5340, and visit their website 
at www.wholeenchilada.com.  
See their ad on the back cover 
for special discounts.
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Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

By paStor Mark hopper

We are continuing our year long 
journey through 
the Bible at our 
church.  In the 
Sunday morn-
ing church ser-
vice each week 
we are studying 
another book in 
the Bible.

Recently we were studying the 
book of I Samuel in the Old Testa-
ment.  Two of the prominent people 
in that book are Saul and David.  
Saul was the first king to rule over 
a united Israel.  He was described 
as a tall, imposing leader that the 
people were willing to follow into 
battle.  But he was also impatient 
and did not follow God’s instructions.  
He took things into his own hands 
and was not willing to wait and trust 

God when he faced some difficult 
situations.

On the other hand, david was 
willing to wait.  After defeating the gi-
ant Goliath and becoming a national 
hero, david found himself a fugitive 
fleeing from King Saul.  Saul feared 
that david’s popularity would over-
shadow his reign and undermine his 
leadership of the nation.  Saul set out 
to eliminate this perceived threat to 
his throne and tried to kill David on 

several different occasions.  When 
David had an opportunity to kill 
Saul, david refused to do it.   david 
was willing to wait and trust God to 
resolve this difficult situation.

What do you do when you en-
counter a difficult situation?  do 
you act in haste or are you willing 
to wait? do you try to solve the 
problem yourself or are you willing 
to pray and trust God to provide a 
solution?

We Could Learn A Lot From dogs
By nanCy StoopS

Have you 
ever noticed 
how dogs take 
the time to re-
ally enjoy ev-
erything they 
do? dogs nev-
er seem to be in any sort of a hurry 
and are content just being with us.  
I have also noticed dogs love us 
unconditionally and their sense of 
loyalty is miraculous.  

I think we could learn a lot 
from these wonderful beings.  
We need to learn to appreciate 
our time here and to enjoy each 
and every day. We need to slow 
down and take time to literally 
smell the roses and all the other 
wonderful scents our world offers 
us. We need to forgive when oth-
ers disappoint us and not hold 
grudges. We need to be able to 
give ourselves to others and trust 
that they will take care of us. 

I think being loyal is such an 

admirable trait and I wish I’d see 
it more in this world. Have you 
ever watched the endless joy and 
comfort we give to our dogs when 
we slow down and just spend time 
petting them? We think we are 
comforting them but in reality we 
are comforting each other.  In one 
of my groups, a gentleman told 
me he pets his dog when he gets 
angry and that seems to really 
calm him down and make him feel 
better. I personally think it’s our 
pet’s way of trying to take care of 

Call Eddie

By daniCe akiyoShi, nd

Dear Dr. Akiyoshi:

I  am  30 , 
and my fian-
cé is 32. We 
travel all the 
time. We’ve 
t aken  t r i ps 
all over the world together. I 
couldn’t have a better match. 
Now that our wedding is only 
five months away, he has made 
a few comments about how 
long we should wait before we 

start a family. I didn’t know he 
had these thoughts, and I don’t 
know how to tell him that I don’t 
want any kids. I want our lives 
to stay fun and carefree. He 
never makes time for any of 
his nieces and nephews, so I 
thought he felt the same way I 
do. He doesn’t even want a dog 
because he said it’s too much 
work and obligation, and would 
get in the way of our traveling. 
We are both into ourselves, and 
I like it that way. I’m not sure 
if he’s changing or if he’s just 
trying to do what everyone else 

does after they get married. I 
don’t think I’ll change my mind 
about having kids. I wish I would 
have known this before we got 
engaged.

Anonymous

dear Anonymous:

I know you’ll hate to hear this, 
but now is not the time to remain 
self-focused or silent. Getting 
married is like being on a team. 
You must consider the other 
person, or there is no reason to 

us, while getting loved as well.
I live with an amazing dog 

named Midnight. He has taught 
me about naps, being out in 
nature, being silly, loving un-
conditionally, cuddling and that 
smelling each and every flower 
is a necessity. His lessons have 
been very healing for me, but 
never any more than Midnight 
himself. He is a constant reminder 
of how I am supposed to live a 
wonderful life.

This article was written by 

Nancy Stoops, M.a., M.F.T. Nan-
cy is a licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist. She runs free 
family support groups, a group 
on loss for seniors, and groups 
for teens. For more information 
about any of these services feel 
free to page her at (626) 935-
3818. You may also email her 
at stoopsshecter@earthlink.net. 
Nancy’s book, “live, heal and 
grow” is available for purchase 
at www.rosedogbookstore.com 
or amazon.com.

Sometimes we do need to act.  
But, sometimes the best thing we 
can do is wait.  Are you willing to wait 
and let God provide a better solution 
to your situation?

pastor Mark hopper is from the 
Evangelical Free Church of dia-
mond bar, 3255 South diamond bar 
ave. Sunday services are 9 a.m. and 
10:45 a.m. For more information, 
call (909) 594-7604 or visit www.
efreedb.org.

become a team in the first place. 
You admit that you are both 
self-centered people and enjoy 
that lifestyle. Is it possible that 
he is trying to start a conversa-
tion to see if you might change 
your mind and desire children 
in the future? This is important. 
Be honest, and admit your true 
feelings. This is a big issue 
to consider. You must be on 
the same page before you get 
married. Get the conversation 
started immediately.

Good Luck,
Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

danice akiyoshi is a Naturopathic 
doctor and the head of Candid 
Coaching Service. She offers per-
sonal coaching services relating to 
all types of issues and concerns. 
This is a letter she received from 
an anonymous reader. To send a 
question to danice, email her at 
straighttalk@candidcoachingser-
vices.com. You can also visit her 
website at www.candidcoaching-
services.com.

of the quality of service provided, 
as well as the trusting care given 
by the doctor, patients travel from 
the Los Angeles and Inland Em-
pire areas as well.

WHO considers vision to be 
a precious gift, and their office 
takes pride in providing thorough 
eye exams.  They believe that 
quality eye care involves con-
sistent care by a professional.  
Carmela Larino, O.d. and her 
loyal staff will give your eyes the 
personalized care and attention 
they deserve.

dr. Larino is proud to serve 
the community she grew up in.  
She attended Rowland Unified 
schools from elementary through 
high school, and then attended 
UC Irvine before receiving her 
doctorate degree from the South-
ern California College of Optom-
etry.  In 2002-2004, dr. Larino 
was honored at her alma mater, 
Nogales High School, by being 
inducted onto their Wall of Fame.  
She is a member of the American 
Optometric Association, Califor-
nia Optometric Association, and 
the Rio Hondo Optometric Soci-
ety, where she stays current on 
the latest in eye care.  As a local 
resident, you might find Dr. Larino 
eating at your favorite restaurant, 

optoMetry from page 1

Walnut Hills Optometry
shopping in a local store, or at-
tending a community event. 

Walnut Hills Optometry offers 
personalized eye examinations, 
diabetic and eye health exams, 
and the management and care 
of a multitude of eye and vision 
concerns.  A wide variety of 
eyewear is also available, from 
progressive and polarized lenses, 
to silicone high-oxygen contacts, 
even designer frames.  Lasik 
Surgery co-management is also 
available through WHO.

WHO is conveniently located 

near the 10, 60 and 57 freeways, 
on the border of Walnut and West 
Covina, at 18736 East Amar 
Road (at the corner of Nogales 
Street and Amar Road, next to 
Papa John’s Pizza).  Their hours 
are Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  You can reach 
them at (626) 965-3878 or (909) 
594-1153.  For more information 
visit their website at www.walnut-
hillsoptometry.com.

WHO looks forward to seeing 
you and your family soon!
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Affordable advertising reaching over 50,000 residents.
Price includes Facebook and Internet exposure

Free 
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COME ONE, COME ALL, JOIN US 7 DAYS A WEEK!! 
 
 

20425 Valley Blvd. Walnut, 91789 • (909) 594-8862 • www.discovered-treasures.org 
 

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am – 6:00pm, Sat-Sun 9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

 

Your Friendly Thrift Store Shop 

Join Us Today! 
 

 

Bring this ad in and get 
10% off your entire 

purchase. 

(Value $240)

784 Nogales St. 
Walnut, CA 

Located at the Alamo Car Wash

626.913.3718626.913.3718

6-30-2014

6-30-2014

Exp. 6/30/2014Reduce Monthly Maintenance
Costs by Converting to

Native Plants and Synthetic Lawns 



 June 21-27, 2014  11Weekly News sChools/news

Classroom More daunting Than Jail For Mt. SAC Grad
By Mike taylor

Walnut – All together, Joe 
Louis Hernandez spent a year 
in jail. As a gangbanger, he had 
been shot at, almost stabbed, 
and incarcerated with killers and 
gangsters. But nothing, he says, 
was scarier than his English and 
statistics classes at Mt. San An-
tonio College. 

“All of that lifestyle paled in 
comparison to the fear I had of 
coming to school,” said Hernan-
dez, who graduated Fri., June 
13, as part of Mt. SAC’s Class of 
2014 with an Associate’s degree 
in Social Behavioral Sciences.  
“Everything I knew in gang life 
didn’t apply here. It was so scary 
because it was completely dif-
ferent from what I was used to,” 
he said. 

Walking at graduation seems 
worlds away from where Hernan-
dez began. He joined a gang in 

South Gate when he was 13 years 
old. He was in the 10th Grade for 
three years, and when he was 
supposed to graduating from high 
school in 2004, he was in a hotel 
room doing methamphetamine. 

He ended up attending 11 dif-
ferent schools during childhood 
and adolescence, and would use 
the money his mother gave him 
for drugs. Within time, he became 
addicted. He was eventually 
incarcerated on gun possession 
charges and landed in the L.A. 
County Men’s Central Jail for a 
total of 12 months. 

“Going to jail is easy because 
you don’t have to do anything. You 
just have to react,” he said. “But in 
college you have to perform and 
do what is expected of you.” 

Finally, Hernandez got into a 
12-Step Addiction program and 
received help from a treatment 
center on an outpatient basis. 
Friends told him that Mt. SAC 

Retired Superintendent Roach Selected As RUSd Interim
By gina k. Ward

Rowland Heights – Educa-
tional and leadership consultant 
John Roach, Ed.d, (John Roach 
& Associates) will be the Interim 
Superintendent at Rowland Unified 
this summer while the superinten-
dent search process continues. 

Roach is an adjunct professor at 
the University of Southern Califor-
nia teaching the courses “Leader-
ship” and “Accountability.” He was 
Superintendent of Carlsbad Unified 
from 2004-12 and at Charter Oak 

Unified from 1998-2004, and is 
known for his leadership while 
also serving in Brea Olinda Uni-
fied and East Whittier City School 
districts. He serves on the dean’s 
Superintendents Advisory Group 
of the University of Southern Cali-
fornia and has been active in the 
Association of California School 
Administrators Association, serving 
as charter president and on various 
state committees. Roach received 
his doctorate in Educational Ad-
ministration from the University of 
Southern California and his M.A. 

in English from Loyola Marymount 
University. 

“The Board is delighted to have 
dr. John Roach join the Rowland 
Unified School District.  Dr. Roach 
comes with a broad range of 
experiences to assist the district 
during this transition process,” said 
Board President, Heidi L. Gallegos. 
Roach will serve as Interim Su-
perintendent on a part-time basis, 
approximately three days per work 
week, during the summer months 
pending completion of the current 
search for a permanent superinten-

was a good school. He enrolled 
in 2006, but dropped out after 
two semesters only to return in 
2012. 

“I was afraid of all the math 
and English I would have to do. 
It seemed so daunting,” said 
Hernandez. 

With help from faculty and the 
staff of student support programs 
at the college, he was able to 
overcome his fear, acclimate to 
college life, and do well in his 
classes. 

“Talking to faculty and staff in 
programs like the English depart-
ment and ACES support program 
and hearing their stories encour-
aged me and made me think this 
is possible,” he added. 

Now, the 29-year old La Puente 
resident is on the fast track as far 
as his education is concerned. 
Less than two weeks after he 
graduates from Mt. SAC, Her-
nandez will begin classes at Cal 

dent. The timeline for the superin-
tendent search process includes 
advertising and applications for 
the position concluding on July 11.  
Interviews will take place in August, 
with the hiring of the new leader 
expected in September, 2014.

The Rowland Unified School 
district is proud to serve ap-
proximately 15,000 students in the 
communities of Rowland Heights, 
Walnut, La Puente, City of Industry, 
and West Covina at our award-win-
ning schools. Visit www.Rowland-
Schools.org.
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Former gang member Joe Hernandez obtained an associate’s degree in 
Social behavioral Sciences from Mt. SaC in Walnut.
State L.A. en route to a Bachelor’s 
degree in Rehabilitation Services.  
But the train doesn’t stop there. 
Hernandez wants to go on to 
earn his Master’s and doctorate 
degrees, and eventually wants 
to become a counselor in either 
an educational or rehabilitation 
setting. 

“I want to help those who are 
where I once was to give them 
hope and encouragement,” he 
said. 

Joe Hernandez knows the past 
is the past. He can’t change it, but 
he can change his future.

“Now, I’m doing things that I 
can be proud of,” he said.

oC from page 1

OC drug ring

men were taken into custody 
pursuant to a 16-count grand jury 
indictment – the first in Southern 
California alleging violations of the 
Controlled Substances Analogue 
Enforcement Act. This federal law 
makes it illegal to manufacture 
or possess chemicals intended 
for human consumption that are 
similar to controlled substances 
– such as Ecstasy and marijuana 
– and have effects similar to these 
narcotics.

Sean Libbert, 38, of Newport 
Coast, and Kyle Kledzik, 26, of 
dana Point, were arrested by 
federal agents associated with the 
Los Angeles HIdTA (High-Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area) South-
ern California Drug Task Force. 
Those involved in the investiga-
tion include special agents with 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI), the drug En-
forcement Administration and IRS 
- Criminal Investigation.

The case against Libbert, 
Kledzik and four Chinese nation-
als focuses on the smuggling and 
distribution of cannabinoids, which 
include synthetic marijuana or 
“spice,” and synthetic cathinones, 
otherwise known as “bath salts. 
The indictment charges a series of 
criminal violations, including con-
spiracy to manufacture, posses-
sion with the intent to distribute, 
and distribution of controlled sub-
stance analogues. The indictment 
also alleges that the defendants 
smuggled chemical products and 
engaged in money laundering. Ad-
ditionally, Libbert – who has prior 
convictions that include narcotics 
offenses – is accused of being a 
felon in possession of firearms 
and ammunition.

The charges are the result of a 
nearly three-year HIdTA investi-
gation that targeted an organiza-
tion allegedly headed by Libbert. 
Authorities believe Libbert’s orga-
nization was one of the nation’s 
largest importers and shippers of 
synthetic narcotics. According to 
the indictment, from March 2010 

until July 2012, Libbert and his 
coconspirators smuggled more 
than 300 kilograms of chemicals 
into the U.S. at a cost of more than 
$1.4 million. The organization also 
allegedly purchased more than 
300 kilograms of chemicals from 
domestic sources.

As part of the scheme, the 
defendants allegedly formed a 
company called RCS Labs, and 
used various Internet websites to 
sell more than $12 million worth of 
chemical products and analogue 
substances to people across the 
United States, including other 
distributors and individual us-
ers. The ring is also accused of 
manufacturing its own synthetic 
marijuana, which they marketed 
and sold under the brand, “da 
Kine Blend.”

According to the indictment, 
one customer who purchased ap-
proximately six grams of cannabi-
noids from the organization nearly 
died after ingesting the drug. due 
to his prior criminal history, Libbert 
could face a mandatory minimum 
life sentence if convicted on this 

count.
The indictment also charges 

four Chinese nationals who alleg-
edly served as Libbert’s suppliers. 
Three of the defendants reside in 
China and their full identities are 
unknown at this time. The fourth 
Chinese defendant, Jin Liu, 30, is 
in federal custody in Jacksonville, 
Florida, on unrelated narcotics 
charges.

 “These substances may have 
benign names like ‘spice’ and ‘bath 
salts,’ but they’ve been linked to 
serious health complications and 
even death,” said Claude Arnold, 
Special Agent in Charge for HSI 
Los Angeles. “Compounding 
the concern is the fact that the 
distributors of these dangerous 
synthetic drugs are packaging 
and marketing them to appeal to 
young people. For that reason, 
those involved in this emerging 
side of the illicit drug trade should 
be on notice, this may be the first 
federal prosecution of its kind in 
the greater Los Angeles area, but 
it will not be the last.” 

In addition to the drug and 

firearms charges, Libbert is ac-
cused of laundering the profits of 
drug sales through various bank 
transactions and spending the 
proceeds to buy luxury vehicles, 
vacations and a $1.4 million home 
in San Juan Capistrano. As part 
of the indictment, the government 
is seeking the forfeiture of prop-
erty and proceeds related to the 
scheme. So far, investigators have 
seized more than $1.1 million in 
assets connected to the case, 
including more than $700,000 in 
profits from the sale of Libbert’s 
former San Juan Capistrano 
home.

“The use and distribution of 
synthetic drugs cause irreparable 
harm to our society,” said IRS 
Criminal Investigation Special 
Agent in Charge, Erick Martinez.  
“The magnitude and complexity of 
this particular ring required multi-
agency cooperation to take down. 
IRS pursued financial leads in this 
investigation to attack the group’s 
ability to further profit from their 
illegal activity and to hold them 
accountable for their actions.”

John roach, Ed.d

Beginning Teachers Complete Credential Program
By kelli gile

Walnut – Area educators re-
cently gathered to celebrate a new 
crop of teachers that have suc-
cessfully completed their creden-
tial program.  56 beginning teacher 
induction candidates, who just 
wrapped up the two-year curricu-
lum, were recognized during the 
Walnut Valley BTSA (Beginning 
Teacher Support and Assessment) 

Colloquium, held May 15 at Royal 
Vista Golf Course.

The 15th annual year-end event 
celebrates teachers who have 
completed the state’s induction 
requirements and earned their 
clear credential. 

BTSA teachers and support pro-
viders, along with many district and 
site administrators, were in atten-
dance to support the new teachers.  
Each induction candidate created 

presentations that featured profes-
sional development and student 
achievement that resulted from the 
BTSA experience. 

The Walnut Valley BTSA Con-
sortium is comprised of seven dis-
tricts: Walnut Valley, Covina Valley, 
East Whittier, South Whittier, Whit-
tier City, Los Nietos and Lowell 
Joint.  In addition, the consortium 
partners with several local private 
and charter schools and teachers 

whose programs do not offer a 
BTSA Induction program.

during each new teacher’s 
two-year induction program they 
are matched with trained mentors, 
known as support providers, to 
engage in inquiry-based effective 
teaching practices.  New teachers 
meet weekly with their support 
providers, and also engage in 
regular professional development 
and collaboration with other new 

teachers in similar assignments 
across the seven districts. 

director Julie Sheldon credits 
the 130 support providers for the 
success of the program.  “These 
veteran teachers are unsung he-
roes and the key to the success of 
our BTSA program,” she said.  

The program strives to continu-
ally improve the quality of educa-
tion for every student within the 
partner districts.
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