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Twentynine Palms – Af-
ter an exhaustive eight-week 
search, the body of missing 
19-year old Erin Corwin has 
been found.

The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s department has is-
sued a statement that on Sun., 
Aug. 17, Corwin’s body was 
recovered from a mine shaft 
140 feet below the surface at 
approximately 6:30 p.m.

Corwin, who was report-
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Orange County – The web-
site, www.thetollroads.com, 
states, “Sign up and drive 
today!  With the end of cash 
toll collection, now all drivers 
enjoy a nonstop, stress free, 
time saving, reliable commute 
on The Toll Roads.”  However, 
the “stress free” part might be 
a bit of a premature tagline.

see Pruners Page 5
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Walnut -- A beautiful land-
scape can make the difference 
between an ordinary house 
and an extraordinary one. 

Achieving the beautiful, 

Sun Aug 24
Sunny
High 88°
Low 63°

Mon Aug 25
Partly Cloudy
High 90°
Low 64°

tue Aug 26
Sunny
High 91°
Low 64°

Wed Aug 27
Sunny
High 92°
Low 65°

thu Aug 28
Sunny
High 92°
Low 64°

Fri Aug 29
Sunny
High 90°
Low 63°

Walnut/dB
Chino Hills 

Weather
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Glendale - The leader of a $20 
million health care fraud scheme 
based at a Glendale medical clinic 
was sentenced on Mon., Aug. 18, 
to eight years in federal prison for 
overseeing a plot to fraudulently 
prescribe expensive anti-psychotic 

see gang Page 5
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Pomona – Three members of 
the 12th Street Gang were found 
guilty of a series of murders and 
kidnappings on Thurs., Aug. 14.

According to the Pomona 
Police department and the Los 
Angeles County district Attor-
ney’s office, Robert Louis Cabal-
lero, 37, was convicted of three 
counts of first-degree murder, 
two counts of kidnapping, one 

By Raymond mendoza

Walnut – Walnut’s City Coun-
cil met on Aug. 13 for its first 
regular meeting of the month, 
which saw a long-awaited pub-
lic discussion about Mt. SAC’s 

Staff RepoRtS

La Puente – Life is full of 
stress, and sometimes you 
just need to relax and recharge 
your batteries to stay produc-
tive.  With summertime coming 

Weekend Getaway At Comfort 
Suites

see Suites Page 8

3,367 Like Us!
facebook.com/theWeeklyNews

pruners has been in business for over 25 years. 
let them take your landscape from the ordinary 
to the extraordinary.

medications and to sell those 
drugs back to pharmacies through 
the black market - where the drugs 
would be billed to the government 
over and over.

The United States Attorney’s 
Office has issued a news release 
stating that Lianna “Lili” Ovsepian, 
33, of Tujunga, was sentenced 

count of assault with a firearm, 
one count of possession of a 
firearm by a felon, evading an 
officer and willful disregard.  The 
jury deliberated for two days be-
fore their findings, along with the 
special circumstances of lying in 
wait, murder during the course 
of a kidnapping, and multiple 
murders.

Another defendant, Pete Tre-
jo, Jr., 32, was found guilty of 
first-degree murder, kidnapping, 

see Walnut Page 8
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by U.S. district Judge, S. James 
Otero, who stated that “We can’t 
have a situation where crime 
pays.”  In addition to the prison 
term, Judge Otero ordered Ovse-
pian to pay $9,146,137 in restitu-

diamond Bar Council Corner
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September declared 
National Preparedness Month

Diamond Bar – The diamond 
Bar City Council Meeting on 
Aug. 19 began with the council 
presenting Chief Stone, of the 
County of Los Angeles Fire 

see diamond Page 11

department, a proclamation for 
September to be declared as 
National Preparedness Month in 
the City of diamond Bar.

As Mayor Carol Herrera pre-
sented the proclamation, she 
stated that it was very important 
to be prepared and that the City 
of diamond Bar is joining the 
nation-wide coordinated effort 

traffic congestion.
Councilmember, Eric Ch-

ing, was absent, as he was on 
vacation during the time of the 
meeting.

After starting the meeting 
with an invocation given by 

Comfort Suites in la puente.

robert louis Caballero

each September to encourage 
Americans to prepare for emer-
gencies in their homes, busi-
nesses, and schools. Herrera 
stated that public awareness is 
important and that this month is 
to persuade individuals to take 

Photo Courtesy: ComFort suites

and the special circumstances of 
lying in wait, and murder during 
the course of a kidnapping.

A third defendant, Andrew Va-
lenzuela, 23, was also convicted 
of one count of first-degree mur-
der, kidnapping, and the special 
circumstances of murder during 
the course of a kidnapping.

The crimes began on Sept., 

Make Your Garden Beautiful 
With Pruners

High Priest Felix Michael from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter day Saints, the council 
moved to approve the minutes 



Crossroads Urgent Care
3110 Chino Ave Ste 150-B
(909) 630-7868

Planet Beach
13890 Peyton dr # C
(909) 465-9911

Senior Baja
3908 Grand Ave. #A
(909) 902-5110

taco Factory
3277 Grand Ave.
(909) 464-9943

CHINO

Chino Commercial Bank
14345 Pipeline Ave.
(909) 393-8880

diamond Bar City Hall
21825 Copley drive
(909) 839-7000

diamond Mail & Shipping
1249 S. diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-1290

It’s A grind
1223 S. diamond Bar Blvd
(909) 396-0577

Lowe Chiropractic
1135 S. Grand Ave.
(909) 861-7350

Oak tree Lanes Bowling
990 N. diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 860-3558

taco Factory
1123 Grand Ave.
(909) 396-5373

Pick Up Your Copy!
In addition to delivering to homes and businesses, copies of our papers are also available at these locations:
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20/20 Vision
20687-6 Amar Road
(909) 468-9622

Alamo Hand Car Wash
784 N. Nogales St.
(800) 952-2792

Animal Hospital
20670 E. Carrey Rd
(909) 594-1737

Clearwater Bagel
20747 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 598-4332 

donut tree
388 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5337

daily donuts
18766 Amar Rd.
(626) 913-1074

Farmer Insurance
378 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 869-1077

Hair Perfect
20747 E. Amar Ave.
(909) 598-8394

Lemon Creek Cleaners
360 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-7504

NY Pizzeria
364 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-5000

Osuna’s Mexican Food
18746 Amar Road
(626) 810-4101

Post Box Plus
382 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5924

Shane Chiropractic
20803 Valley Blvd #103
(909) 598-2111

Senior Center 
21215 La Puente
(909) 598-6200

Starbucks
505-A  A Grand Ave.
(909) 598-4459

UPS
20687 Amar Rd # 2
(909) 444-1303

Walnut City Hall 
21201 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-7543

Walnut Hills Optometry 
18736 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 594-1153

Walnut Library
21155 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-0757

Walnut Sheriff’s Station
21695 Valley Blvd.
(626) 913-1715

dIAMONd BAR
Barro’s Pizza
21000 Golden Springs
(909) 598-2871

Weekly NeWs

PUBLISHER
Sarah Michaels, LLC

ARMIJO NEWS, WEEkLY NEWS, 
COMMMUNItY NEWS, EAStVALE 

NEWS, SCHOOL NEWS
14144 Central Ave. Suite H

Chino, CA 91710
Phone: 909.464.1200

EdItORIAL
Editor In Chief: 

Kimberley Sander
Staff Writers, Photographers, 

Editorial team:
Michael Armijo 
Sarah Armijo 

Ariel Carmona, Jr. 
Glenn Freeman

Kelli Gile
Tiana Goegebuer 
Emily Lundberg 

Jennifer Madrigal
Raymond Mendoza

Sean Moore
K. P. Sander

Gus Ugalde, Jr.

PROdUCtION
Glenn Freeman 
 Reyna Howard

The Weekly News is owned by 
Armijo News and ABC Public 
Relations.  It is directly delivered 
each  week  to  homes  and 
businesses. Weekly News  is 
not responsible nor liable for 
any claims or offerings, nor 
responsible for availability of 
products advertised. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in whole 
or in part without permission is 
prohibited.

Write to Us 
do you have any comments, 
questions or concerns about 

the community? 
Write a letter to the Editor.

the Weekly News
Please contact us at:

Letters:
14144 Central Ave. Suite H

Chino, CA 91710
 E-mail:

editor@anapr.com 

AdVERtISINg SALES 
909.464.1200 

director: 
diane Armijo

Account Executives: 
diane Armijo 
Cyndi Beaver 
Joe A. Merica

Paco’s tacos
1131 Brea Canyon Rd.
(909) 595-0044

the Whole Enchilada
1114 S. diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-5340

CHINO HILLS

Chino Hills Car Wash
Grand Ave/Peyton
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By michael aRmijo

We go through life and we 
grow, we build, we conquer, we 
reach our successful arenas; 
our niche in life. We overcome 
things we never dreamt we could 
possibly overcome. We accom-
plish the impossible. Then we 
reflect and feel this power about 
ourselves, the power of control-
ling our lives and accomplishing 
what we need to. We feel strong 
and purposeful; in control of our 
own destiny. 

And then one day, by an act 
from God, a 60 pound, 4 foot 
1 inch person rips away ev-
ery sense of power that we’ve 
worked all our lives to obtain.

I’ve felt helpless at times in 
my life, but have always felt that 
I could overcome anything life 
gives me. But strength, intel-

ligence, and endurance cannot 
compete with certain elements 
that come into our lives, seem-
ingly as an act of God.  Only 
God could show us how love 
can make us feel powerful…or 
powerless.  

When her tiny voice cried out 
I could hear the weakness in the 
tone. She looked frail, lethargic, 
and felt much warmer than she 
should have.  I could sense the 
virus creeping into her weak little 
body; she lay exhausted and 
motionless as her fever climbed 
to 102 degrees.  My child was 
sick. 

Motivated by strength I rise to 
the occasion and I’m determined 
to stay by her side and make 
her well – for as long as it takes 
(but deep inside I feel afraid and 
helpless).  Intelligence kicks in 
and I start the bath water running 

The Power Of A Child
and carry her to the cool water.

Feeling even more helpless 
as her fever hits 104 AFTER the 
bath, I call for help.  The fear es-
calates as the paramedics take 
my child away and I follow them 
to the hospital.  As doctors and 
nurses attend to her my eyes fill 
with tears.  I spend a sleepless 
night at her bedside.  

I sit slumped over in a chair 
next to her bed, head in hands, 
exhausted.  My mind starts wan-
dering, and I begin to wonder, is 
it worth it?  Is the responsibility 
of this little person too much?  
does the giving, sharing and 
loving balance out with the worry 
and fear?

 And then, I feel this soft little 
touch on my hand as tiny fingers 
try to interlace with my own.  I 
hear this little voice whisper, “I 
love you, daddy.”  I feel the tears 

run down my cheeks and I’m 
overwhelmed with relief.  I look 
up at my girl and see a hint of a 
smile, reassuring me that she is 
better.  That little ray of sunshine 
feeds my soul, and I’m feeling 
better, too  

As she feels stronger, I feel 
stronger.  I embrace my child 
and feel some of my power 
being restored and I begin to 
understand.  The moment she 
was born I relinquished all of 
my power to her.  She is the 
source that can bring me to the 
highest of highs, and the lowest 
of lows.

And so it is with children.  They 
motivate us, give us strength, 
and show us the power of love.  
They are worth every worry, ev-
ery tear, every laugh, and every 
moment of our time.  The power 
of a child is the power of love.

editoR

In the Weekly News story, “Tim-
berline Community Speaks Up 
Against Mt. SAC,” from Volume 17, 

Story Correction
Issue 6, August 16-22, 2014, the 
following paragraph on Page 17 
should have read as follows:

Timberline resident, linda hiti, 

called Mt. SaC a “parasite” because 
they are using the city’s resources 
and not paying their fair share. “In 
2009, they cancelled a budgeted 

sheriff item, and now they [Mt. SaC] 
are congesting our streets and the 
Sheriff is sometimes responding up 
to four times in one day,” she said.
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UPCOMINg EVENtS:
Free Intervention Informa-

tion Sessions
When:  Third Tuesday of each 

month, 6 p.m.
Where:  Charter Oak Hospital, 

1161 E. Covina Blvd., Covina
details:  Free information 

sessions about the interven-
tion process, a powerful tool to 
combat alcoholism and addi-
tion.  Open to the public, space 
is limited and reservations are 
recommended.

Contact:  Aurora Charter Oak 
Hospital, (626) 859-5269, or visit 
www.charteroakhospital.com.

Free ESL and Citizenship 
Classes

When:  Monday through 
Thursday, 9 to 11 a.m.; or Mon-
day through Thursday, 6 to 9 
p.m.

Where:  2100 Lerona Avenue, 
Rowland Heights

details:  Rowland Adult & 
Community Education is now 
offering free English as a Second 
Language and Citizenship cours-
es to adult students this summer 
due to a grant received from the 
Majestic Reality Foundation in 
the City of Industry.

Contact:  Call (626) 965-5975, 
or visit http://race.rowland.k12.
ca.us.

Wheel Food Fest
When:  September 5, October 

3 (1st Friday of the month); 5 to 
8:30 p.m.

Where:  Walnut Valley Unified 
School district, 880 S. Lemon 
Avenue, in Walnut.

details:  The Walnut Valley 
Educational Foundation is spon-
soring a family fun night with a 
variety of gourmet food trucks.  
This is a delicious way to sup-
port your students, schools and 
community.  There are no entry 
fees, and there is plenty of free 
parking.  Bring a blanket or chair 
and enjoy!  Food trucks may in-
clude:  The Slummin’ Gourmet, 
Macho Nacho, Rolling Sushi, 
Cup Cakery, Crepes Bonaparte, 
White Rabbit, and dos Chinos.  
Please leave your pets at home, 
and do not bring alcohol, outside 
food or drinks.

Irwindale Poker tourna-
ment

When: Aug. 22 through Oct. 
3; Tournament on Oct. 3, 5:30 
p.m. 

Where:  Participating restau-
rants and The Pub at Miller-
Coors.

details:  6th Annual World 
of Food Poker Tournament, an 
innovative program designed 
to provide a fun way for poker 
players to earn bonus chips while 
driving business to local par-
ticipating restaurants  Registered 
players are encouraged to visit 
participating restaurants from 
Aug. 22 through Oct. 3 collecting 
chips for purchases.  A Texas 
Hold-Em’ elimination tournament 
will be held on Fri., Oct. 3.

Contact:  detailed informa-
tion is available on the Irwindale 
Chamber of Commerce website 
at www.irwindalechamber.org.  
Register no later than Aug. 7 to 
ensure full access to all materi-
als.

Mariachi divas Join Chino’s 
Mexican Independence day 
Celebration

When:  Friday, September 12, 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Where:  City Hall Lawn, 13220 
Central Avenue, Chino

details:  The City of Chino 
invites the public to the Mexican 
Independence day Commu-
nity Celebration.  The Grammy-
award winning Mariachi divas will 
entertain the crowd; food booths, 
dance performances, children’s 
activities, and “El Grito,” an an-
nual tradition commemorating 
the cry that led to the start of the 
Mexican Independence will all 
add to the fun.  

Contact:  Jack Morgan, (909) 
334-3338; or visit www.cityof-
chino.org/communityservices. 

Hollywood Bowl Fireworks 
Finale featuring the Simp-
sons!

When:  Saturday, Sept. 13
Where:  Hollywood Bowl, Hol-

lywood, CA (busses depart from 
Park-N-Ride, 20983 La Puente 
Road (at Gartel drive).

details:  Journey from the 
animated Springfield Bowl to 
the Hollywood Bowl for this 
unprecedented event as the 
famous orchestra accompanies 
your favorite scenes from the 
Simpsons on the big screen.  
Seats are located in Section 
F2, Rows 5, 6, and 7.  The fee 
is $55 per person, appropriate 
for all ages.

Contact:  For registration 
and additional information, call 
Walnut Community Services 

department, (909) 598-5605.
WEEkLY EVENtS:
Bookstore Blowout
Where: Twice Sold Tale Book-

store located at the Walnut Li-
brary, La Puente Road, Walnut 
CA 91789

When: Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 
8 p.m., Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

details: All books and media: 
Any four items for $1 ($1 mini-
mum purchase).

Contact: (909) 595-0757 or 
email the.walnut.library@mac.
com.

Resources for the Class-
room days at  Basical ly 
BOOkS

When: Second Tuesday of 
every month.

Where: Basically BOOKS 
locations: at 23447 Golden 
Springs Road, diamond Bar 
and at the diamond Bar Library: 
21800 Copley drive, diamond 
Bar.

details: Books and educa-
tion videos will be offered at 
special discounts for teachers 
at all levels. Teachers can sign 
up at either Basically BOOKS 
locations or email Basically-
BOOKS@aol.com to join these 
special teacher appreciation 
afternoons.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 
p.m.

Where: 12598 Central Av-
enue, Unit 113, Chino, CA 
91710.

Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunitya-
cupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s  Farmers 
Market sponsored by SgV 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Park-
ing 

Features: Seasonal organic 
produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, 
hand-crafted items and jewelry, 
fresh-popped Kettle Corn and 
grilled food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701

Community Events

did You Know?
By K. p. SandeR

August 26 will mark 94 years 
since the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution was ratified, 
granting American women the 
right to vote.

It almost seems silly now that 
it was even an issue to discuss, 
but 100 plus years ago women 
had very few rights.  Our history 
tells us that women began or-
ganizing and petitioning to gain 
the right to vote in the 1880s, 
but it took decades for their 
purpose to be realized.  Suffrag-
ists worked tirelessly against 
the odds, marching, lobbying, 

and even participating in civil 
disobedience – often against 
radical opposition – to change 
the Constitution.

At the time, the New York 
Times reported, “The half-cen-
tury struggle for woman suffrage 
in the United States reached its 
climax at 8 o’clock this morn-
ing, when Bainbridge Colby, as 
secretary of state, issued his 
proclamation announcing that 
the 19th Amendment had be-
come a part of the Constitution 
of the United States.”

The monumental change was 
a significant cause for celebra-
tion, but it had been a long time 

coming.  At the beginning of 
the 20th Century, the society of 
American women began to see 
drastic transformations.  They 
were becoming more educated 
and working more as a result of 
that, they were bearing fewer 
children, and starting organi-
zations for the things they felt 
strongly about.

With World War I, barriers 
began to break down when 
women aided the war effort in a 
variety of ways starting in 1917.  
By 1918, women had acquired 
equal suffrage with men in 15 
states, and Republican and 
democratic parties began to en-
dorse female enfranchisement.

From that point it was just 

Photo Courtesy: GooGle imaGes

a matter of time until the 19th 
Amendment became the law of 
the land, forever changing the 
face of American culture.  On 

Nov. 2, 1920, more than eight 
million women across the United 
States voted in elections for the 
very first time.
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Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 drinks ................................................. 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry ........................... 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless ................................ 595-9109
50% Cleaners .......................................... 444-1111
All State Insurance .................................. 468-1495
Art Nails ................................................... 594-5080
Bin Bin Konjac ......................................... 594-2832
Burger King .............................................. 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels ................................... 598-4332
dollar Tree ............................................... 468-4850
East West Bank ....................................... 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning ............................ 839-1992
Elixxir Cycles ........................................... 595-6116
GNC Vitamins .......................................... 869-7272
Hub Café ................................................. 595-4545
International School of Montessori .......... 594-8172
Krazy Noodle Thai BBQ ........................... 595-3034
Max Loan Center ..................................... 702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon............................. 598-8394
Pho Express ............................................ 468-2220
Re/Max Good Life Realty ........................ 598-5151
Royal Florist ............................................. 718-0688
Sake Sushi .............................................. 594-5221
School Connection .................................. 594-1873
Skyline dental / Harvey Chen, ddS ........ 595-1800
Smoke Town......................................818/288-4158
Stater Bros. .............................................. 598-6534
The UPS Store ........................................ 444-1303
US Taekwondo ......................................... 595-9222
Vapor Junkies .......................................... 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers .................................... 594-4092
Yummy House ......................................... 468-4991

Expires 8/30/14Expires 8/30/14Expires 8/30/14

For further info 
Scan H

ere

8/30/14

Exp. 8/30/2014

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut
(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

Amar Road

gr
an

d

MSAC

60 Fwy.

Av
en

ue

57 Fwy.

Sophie’s Wags To Wiskers
Pet Salon and Boutique

Hours: Tuesdays-Fridays 8am-4:30pm
Saturdays 7:30am-3:30pm

Sundays/Mondays CLOSED
“Grooming all Breeds & Cats”

(909) 594- 4092
20687- 7 Amar Rd.Walnut CA, 91789 20687- 7 Amar Rd.Walnut CA, 91789 
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Toll roads

In recent reports there have 
been as many as 17,000 viola-
tions in a single day since Orange 
County toll roads recently elimi-
nated manned cash-collecting toll 
booths and became all electronic. 
Because of this transition, some 
of the fees are being waived for 
first-timers, but toll agencies are 
going to start enforcing penalties 
soon enough.

The Transportation Corridor 
Agency has eliminated the man-
power in favor of electronic sig-
naling for which commuters can 
utilize a special transponder, or 
pre-pay tolls online. There are 
always violations that occur in the 
toll roads, but the new system is 
obviously a source of mass con-
fusion. Many drivers have been 
reported pulled over on the side 
of the road near the electronic 
booths trying to figure out what 
to do.  With an estimated 250,000 
motorists using the four Orange 

County toll roads each day, that’s 
a lot of perplexity.   

If you sign up for an account 
online and provide bank or credit 
card debit access, you can re-
ceive a transponder and not 
worry too much about it. Those 
without accounts are required to 
pay one-time tolls online within 48 
hours of their usage or suffer the 
consequences.  

The agencies are trying to 
educate consumers on the new 

pRuneRS from page 1

Pruners landscapers

lush landscape you desire is not 
unreachable, especially if you 
work with a professional in the 
field who loves his work. 

david Hetland, owner of Prun-
ers, is a licensed landscape 
artist who designs individual gar-
den work. Pruners is a licensed, 
full-service design landscape 
contractor opened since 1997.

The difference between Prun-
ers and other garden places is 
that Hetland specializes in gar-

den restoration, “the common-
sense alternative to California 
gardening.” 

“We’re different because of 
the restoration side of garden-
ing,” Heltand said. “I work with 
the idea of being able to save 
some of what’s good and take 
out what’s bad.” 

Hetland, who has been land-
scaping for over 25 years, offers 
a short, free consultation to ana-
lyze the damages, arrange the 
fix and estimate the cost. 

Through garden restoration, 
your garden can be added on 

to, brought back to life, or simply 
be used to build a brand-new 
garden. 

Hetland works closely with 
clients, on a one-on-one basis, 
and is able to finish the work 
at one time, so there are no 
monthly fees. 

He also suggests that pro-
spective customers ask about 
Pruners beautiful Koi ponds, 
streams and waterfalls, which 
are a quick way to add a tropical 
look to your landscape.

For more information on how 
Pruners can turn your average 
garden into a lush landscape, 
call (909) 468-5017.

Pomona gang convicted
GanG from page 1

29, 2009, when Caballero killed 
Armando Vidana, a Cherryville 
gang member.  Vidana was shot 
eight times and his body was left 
in the street in Pomona.

The Pomona Police depart-
ment further states that on Nov. 
5, 2009, Caballero was at home 
with an 18-year old kidnapped 
victim, along with his cousin da-
vid Padilla, and a Lorraine Min-
jarez. during the visit, Caballero 

system and assist with the tran-
sition.  For now they are said to 
be waiving the $57.50 violation 
penalty fee through Labor day, 
as long as the toll is paid within 
a 30 day time frame.  They are 
also installing more signage, and 
flashing information on nearby 
freeway information boards to 
help guide those heading for the 
toll booths. 

It makes sense that the confu-
sion has added significantly to 
the number of calls coming into 
the toll agencies. They have 
temporarily increased customer 
service representatives to help 
alleviate the backlog and provide 
assistance.   

Visit wwwthetollroads.com to 
gather more information.  You 
can pay online, or even download 
their payment app, One-Time 
Toll, to help you on your way.  
Just remember, don’t stop at the 
booth, just head on through or 
you’ll hold up the line. If you go 
through a toll booth, you’ll have 
to pay it in some fashion.  With 
a little patience and education, it 
can be penalty-free.

became suspicious of Minjarez 
and believed she was going to 
tell police that he killed Vidana.  
Caballero lured Minjarez to a 
nearby vehicle driven by his 
cousin, with the kidnapped vic-
tim also seated in the car.  From 
that location they picked up the 
codefendant, Trejo.

during the ride, Caballero 
directed the driver to take them 
to Mt. Baldy. After they arrived, 
Caballero then directed Trejo to 
dig a grave while he strangled 
Minjarez. Once she was killed, 

Trejo buried her body and Ca-
ballero ordered the kidnapped 
victim to hide the evidence.

The next day, suspicious of 
Padilla’s loyalty to him, Cabal-
lero lured his cousin to a remote 
freeway overpass.  Once there, 
he directed codefendant Valen-
zuela to strangle Padilla while 
forcing the kidnapped victim to 
watch.  Prosecutors stated that 
Valenzuela strangled and beat 
Padilla to death with rocks. 

Pomona Police homicide de-
tectives investigated the initial 
homicide that occurred on Sept., 
29, 2009.  Caballero was even-
tually identified as the suspect 

in this homicide and a manhunt 
was conducted.  On Nov. 7, 
2009, Caballero was located 
and a pursuit was initiated by 
Pomona Police Officers.  Cabal-
lero fled on foot from the pursuit 
vehicle in Montclair and after a 
lengthy search, he was located.

The investigation was contin-
ued by Pomona Police Homicide 
detectives and they eventually 
located two additional homicide 
victims.  One was located in Mt. 
Baldy on a hillside (investigated 
by the L.A. County Sheriff’s de-
partment).  The other victim was 
located in Chino (investigated by 
the Chino Police department). 

medical from page 1

Medical clinic leader sentenced 

tion to Medicare and Medi-Cal.
Last November, Ovsepian 

pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
commit health care fraud and con-
spiracy to commit identity theft.

Ovsepian was the manager and 
owner of Manor Medical Imaging, 
Inc. in Glendale, which generated 
thousands of fraudulent prescrip-
tions for unneeded and expen-
sive anti-psychotic medications 
for “patients” who were typically 
low-income beneficiaries of the 
government-funded health care 

programs Medicare and Medi-
Cal, and who did not need those 
drugs. The prescriptions appeared 
to be issued by co-conspirator dr. 
Kenneth Johnson, who pre-signed 
thousands of blank prescriptions 
that were filled out by Ovsepian’s 
mother-in-law, Nuritsa Grigoryan.

The beneficiaries who received 
the prescriptions were brought to 
pharmacies, where the prescrip-
tions were filled. The drugs were 
returned to Manor, the “patients” 
were given nominal payments 
(usually around $100), and the 
drugs were diverted into the black 
market, where they were sold to 

other pharmacies and re-billed to 
health care programs as though 
the drugs were being dispensed 
for the first time.

As prosecutors argued at sen-
tencing, the beneficiaries included 
veterans recruited from dual di-
agnosis programs for drug addic-
tion and schizophrenia, elderly 
Medicare beneficiaries whose 
identities were stolen and home-
less beneficiaries recruited from 
skid row.

From September 2009 through 
Oct.  27, 2011, when the scheme 
was shut down by authorities, 
Medi-Cal and Medicare was billed 

Reduce Monthly Maintenance
Costs by Converting to

Native Plants and Synthetic Lawns 

Valenzuela was eventually 
charged with the indicated crimes 
as well.  He was also located in 
Pomona by Pomona Police Of-
ficers after being involved in a 
pursuit.  Trejo was also charged 
and he was eventually arrested 
after a murder warrant was is-
sued.

Trejo and Valenzuela are 
scheduled to be sentenced Oc-
tober 3 at the Clara Shortridge 
Foltz Criminal Justice Center. 
They face a maximum sentence 
of life in state prison without the 
possibility of parole. The penalty 
phase for Caballero began on 
August 19.

Photo Courtesy: online.Com

more than $20 million, and the pro-
grams paid more than $9.1 million 
to pharmacies based on more than 
14,000 claims submitted in rela-
tion to the scheme, prosecutors 
wrote in a sentencing brief filed in 
Ovsepian’s case.

The case involving Manor was 
the first one in the nation alleging 
an organized scheme to defraud 
government health care programs 
through fraudulent claims for anti-
psychotic medications. The case 
is also the largest of its kind in 
Southern California involving a 
fraud targeting Medicare Part d.

Following a trial earlier this 
year, dr. Johnson, Grigoryan and 
Ovsepian’s brother, Artak Ovse-

pian, were found guilty of a host 
of charges related to the scheme.  
Those defendants are currently 
pending sentencing.

Ovsepian oversaw a scheme 
that involved several family mem-
bers and other co-conspirators. A 
total of 16 defendants have been 
convicted either through guilty 
pleas or by jury verdicts.

Other defendants who were 
charged in this case include a 
Pasadena couple whose Hunting-
ton Pharmacy in San Marino saw 
its business grow dramatically due 
to its affiliation with Manor Medical. 
The owner of the pharmacy, Phic 
Lim, is scheduled for trial in this 
case in March 2015.
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$2
One coupon per table each person. 
For Sunday Lunch only. For Adult

Dine-In only. Not valid with any
other offer, coupon or discount. Limit
one coupon per customer. Not valid 

on holidays. 
Valid with coupon only.

ALL YOU CAN EAT
OFF

CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY WITH US

$5
OFF
(Dine In or Take Out)

Each order over $25 (before
tax & excluding drinks). One
coupon per order. Not valid

with any other offer, coupon
or discount. Not valid on

holidays.
Valid with coupon only.

$10
OFF
(Dine In or Take Out)

Each order over $45 (before
tax & excluding drinks). One

coupon per order. Not valid 
with any other offer, coupon

or discount. Not valid on
holidays.

Valid with coupon only.

Restrictions apply on these holidays: Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day,  Labor Day, & 4th Of July

Mon - Fri: Lunch 11am - 3pm
                 : Dinner 5pm - 10pm
Sat - Sun: 11am - 10pm

Walnut Honey Shrimp
Lightly battered shrimp served with sweet mayonnaise 

and honey crusted walnuts

www.chineseypage.com/mandarin

30$ OFF
Each order over $80 (before tax & excluding drinks).

One coupon per table per order. Not valid with any other offer,
coupon, or discount. Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid

on holidays. I.D. required to show birthday. Valid with coupon only.
Exp. 5-31-14

LUNCH OR DINNER SUNDAY LUNCH
BUFFET

LUNCH OR DINNER

Exp. 5-31-14Exp. 5-31-14Exp. 5-31-14 Exp. 8/30/14 Exp. 8/30/14Exp. 8/30/14

Exp. 8/30/14

8/30/14

Weight Loss and Nutritional Counseling 
Designed Specifically for You!

Nicole Gilles, RD, CDE, CSR
(909) 816-0977

Serving the Inland Empire

“Waive the Initial $150 Assessment Fee 
by Mentioning This Ad”

www.HandHNutrition.com
facebook.com/happyandhealthynutrition.nicolegilles

Like us on 
Facebook!

facebook.com/ 
theWeeklyNews
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“Great place and great value!”
“After a very late night we totally needed a good 

rest. The hotel was excellent, our 
room was awesome, and we had 
a great stay! We will be doing 
more travelling this summer and 
will definitely look to Comfort 
Suites in La Puente first!”

What customers are saying:
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

SuiteS from page 1

Comfort Suites in La Puente

to an end and Back-To-School 
in full swing, this is the perfect 
time for you enjoy a last minute 
vacation while staying local at 
Comfort Suites.  If you have 
friends or family joining you 
from out of town, why not have 
them stay at the nearby Com-
fort Suites?  They are always 
dedicated to making your visit 
enjoyable.

With a welcoming atmo-
sphere and friendly service, 
Comfort Suites can make you 
feel as comfortable as if you 
were at home. With a three-
diamond rating from AAA, the 

Comfort Suites’ staff ensures 
that guests are always satis-
fied with their stay (AAA is one 
of the most widely respected 
information sources for trav-
elers throughout the United 
States and recommends hotels 
on a 1 to 4 scale).  Comfort 
Suites offers a wide variety of 
amenities including free Wi-Fi, 
cable/satellite on a flat screen 
plasma TV, a fitness center, 
100% smoke-free hotel, and 
every guest can enjoy a com-
plimentary hot breakfast each 
morning.  And don’t forget, ev-
ery room is a beautiful suite.  

Maria Mendoza, General 
Manager of Comfort Suites, 
personally invites you to come 

enjoy your stay at their hotel 
and take advantage of the 
unique opportunity to experi-
ence the area’s rich history, cul-
ture and urban energy. Visitors 
of every age and interest can 
enjoy a wide range of activi-
ties. La Puente Comfort Suites 
is located near the Irwindale 
Speedway, Industry Hills Expo 
Center, Raging Waters, the 
beautiful Huntington Library, 
and much more.

Located at 753 Glendora 
Avenue in La Puente, Comfort 
Suites can be reached at (626) 
330-0030, or visit their website 
at www.industryhillshotel for 
more information and photos of 
their site.  And be sure to check 
out their ad on page 7 of this 
publication. 

Walnut from page 1

Walnut city council recap

for council’s July 23 meeting.
The council then moved to 

approve its three public hearing 
items, including Resolution No. 
14-37 for the City’s congestion 
management program; Reso-
lution No.14-41 for an amend-
ment to Specific Plan 02-2004 
for the mixed use senior hous-
ing at 780 and 808 Francesca 
drive; and Resolution No. 14-38 
for a conditional use permit for 
diMiYa HeadStart Learning 
Center at 352 N. Lemon Av-
enue.

derrick Womble, Senior Man-
agement Analyst, gave the 
staff report for the congestion 
management program which 
outlined the City’s development 
activity and transportation im-
provements.

Councilmember, Bob Pa-
checo, asked if Mt. SAC’s new 
parking structure - which has 
recently come under fire with 
concerns of traffic congestion 
- was exempt from the City’s 
congestion management pro-
gram.  Tom Weiner, director 
of Community development, 
stated that the classroom and 
office buildings were taken 
into account for the program 
because they house people, 
while the parking structure 
does not, since it is considered 
a parking lot.  Weiner said the 

adoption of the program would 
be a boon for the City, since 
they would receive funds from 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority going toward repairing 
City streets.

Next was the amendment for 
the proposed mixed use senior 
housing at 780 and 808 Franc-
esca drive, with Weiner stating 
that the amendments up for dis-
cussion were the reduction of 
units from 86 to 71, a reduction 
of commercial square footage, 
minor design changes, and re-
duction of affordable units.

When the public hearing 
opened up, Brion Costa, for 
the Francesca Projects, said 
the construction was a long 
time coming and that he was 
grateful that with the City’s help, 
the project is closing in on a 
groundbreaking date.

The final item for public hear-
ing was the conditional use 
permit for diMiYa HeadStart 
Learning Center, which was 
originally denied based on an 
unsafe loading and unloading 
situation.

Based on the need for safety, 
the council approved the item 
based on the condition that 
diMiYa create an additional 
two parking spots in front of the 
store for loading and unloading 
passengers.

After the public hearing, the 
council went onto approve the 
items on the consent calendar 

Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

for Resolution No. 14-39 for 
claims and demands in the 
amount of $502,701.41; Reso-
lution No. 14-42 for supporting 
water conservation; approval 
of a contract with Diversified 
Transportation for the Walnut 
Way dial-A-Cab program; pro-
fessional services agreements 
for CdBG Administrative Ser-
vices and housing rehabilita-
tion services; appropriation of 
$8,130 for Cal-Recycle Bever-
age Recycling Grant funds; and 
waiver of parking restrictions on 
La Puente Road between Pierre 
Road and Gartel drive for the 
2014-15 school year for Wal-
nut High School and Suzanne 
Middle School events.

The council then adopted 
Resolution No.14-40 for claims 
and demands in the amount of 
$125,000 for the City of Walnut 
as Successor Agency.

As part of council discus-
sions, members then spoke at 
length about Mt. SAC’s parking 
structure construction and what 
to do about the situation to alle-
viate the concerns of residents.  
Members of council voiced their 
concerns about the safety of the 
public concerning Mt. SAC’s 
growing size and the impact 
it has on traffic congestion for 
residents in the area, with some 
residents calling out council to 
fight back against Mt. SAC’s 
construction decisions.

The discussion came after 
several meetings between 
various council members and 

Mt. SAC’s administration, in 
order to create a dialogue to 
settle disputes. However some 
residents were still upset about 
the state of traffic in the area 
and that the time for action was 
already past due.

After the discussion, the 
council members decided to 
draft a resolution with the in-
put of residents on the traffic 
problem and go back to City 
Council for approval during its 

next meeting. After the approval 
of the resolution, the council 
would also send a letter on the 
City’s stance to local represen-
tatives in the State of California 
Legislature and the State of 
California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s office.

The City Council then ad-
journed, with plans to meet 
Aug. 27 at 7 p.m. at the council 
chambers at 21201La Puente 
Road.
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By paStoR maRK hoppeR
 
I usually have a pretty good 

sense of direc-
tion.  I don’t get 
lost easily and I 
can find my way 
to a destination 
without a lot of 
trouble.

One of the great tools of our 
time is the GPS system in our cars 
and on our phones.  These “Global 

Positioning Satellites” help us know 
our own location and help us find the 
location we are looking for.  Recently 
I discovered that you cannot always 
trust the GPS.  My wife and I were 
on our way from diamond Bar to a 
wedding in Apple Valley.  I have not 
been to Apple Valley before so we 
entered the address in the GPS on 
my phone. The wedding invitation 
included the address but did not 
have a map.

One dot on the GPS represented 

our current location as we drove 
east on the 10 Freeway.  The other 
dot represented our destination.  It 
looked pretty simple - connect the 
dots!  But, as we got into the hills of 
Apple Valley, we got lost.  We tried 
to follow the GPS map on my phone, 
but we discovered that the destina-
tion we were looking for was not 
where it appeared on the map.

What can you do when you are 
lost and the dots don’t connect?  You 
phone a friend!  We called another 
couple who were already at the wed-
ding and they helped get us back on 
the right road and guided us to our 

destination.  Thankfully, the wedding 
had not started by the time we ar-
rived and we were able to enjoy the 
special event.

I am sure that there are times in 
each of our lives where the “dots” 
don’t connect.  One of the best 
things you can do when you lose 
your direction and need help finding 
your way is to “phone a friend”.  That 
friend is God.  In the New Testament 
there is a verse that says, “Let us 
approach the Throne of Grace with 
confidence so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need,” (Hebrews 4:16).

Taking Up Space Vs. Learning
By nancy StoopS

Every day that our children go 
to school they 
make a deci-
sion to either 
jus t  take  up 
space or to re-
ally learn.  Most 
children are in 
school for the better part of their 
day.  The law tells us our children 

need to get an education.  Many 
children thrive and do very well, 
many do not.  

This is a great time to have a dis-
cussion with your child about what 
they need to do to make this school 
year better.  Explain to them that 
they have to be there and they have 
a choice to either take up space or 
really soak up what is being taught.  
Having the correct mindset can be a 
very powerful tool when one is trying 

to succeed in any area.
Take some time to explain how 

many hours they are spending at 
school and ask them if they like 
wasting their time.   I add up the 
hours my clients spend per year in 
the classroom and then I explain 
that they have a choice in how they 
can use those hours.  I don’ think 
anybody likes the idea of wasting 
their time. Ask your children what 
worked for them last year and what 

By danice aKiyoShi, n.d.

dear dr. Akiyoshi:
In the past few years my weight 

has gone out of 
control.  I need 
help.  My hus-
band makes it 
really hard for 
me  to  res i s t 
when he brings 
snacks to bed 
when we watch TV at night. He 
brings, pie, ice cream, popcorn, nuts, 
and even cocktails. I admit I have 
always loved this snack time, but I 
told him I am trying to lose weight.  
He sees me exercising and walk-
ing four days a week.  But he has a 
normal weight and eats everything, 
and I feel like he is sabotaging me. I 
struggle to stay on my diet even when 

I’m cooking meals for my family.  I do 
have some willpower, but I need his 
cooperation so it’s not so hard.  How 
can I get through to him?

-Kim

dear Kim:
I really feel for you. Excess weight 

is one of the hardest issues to deal 
with. In all of my years as a Natu-
ropathic doctor, I have found that 
getting a patient to change their 
eating habits is a very hard thing to 
do. Popular theory is the calories in/
calories out concept. Obviously this 
is failing for many people.  different 
bodies gain weight for different rea-
sons, and in different ways.  I know 
a woman who ate 800 calories a day 
for 2 weeks eating only rice cakes 
and peanut butter. Her scale didn’t 
budge.  Her body couldn’t manage 

the carbohydrates would be my 
guess. I know people who eat three 
times the amount of food I eat on a 
continual basis and they don’t have 
an extra pound on their bodies, and 
it’s not because they’re involved in 
vigorous exercise. I am not fortunate 
in this way either, so I truly do under-
stand your struggle.  

However, it is a mistake to blame 
your husband for your situation or for 
your discomfort when he eats things 
in front of you that are not on your 
eating plan.  He has the right to his 
own choices, even when they seem 
insensitive to you. You have a right 
to your choices as well.  So let’s take 
a look at you taking a little personal 
responsibility for achieving your goal.  
It seems to me that doing the fam-
ily cooking is working against your 
health and weight goals, so perhaps 
your husband can take that over for 
you. You wouldn’t ask him to make 

they seem to need help with.  Also 
remind them that some of the most 
brilliant people need help and that 
asking for help does not imply that 
you are unintelligent.

Help make this year your child’s 
best one yet.  Explain how valuable 
their time in the classroom is.  As the 
world becomes more competitive we 
as parents need to do all we can to 
help our children succeed.  Getting 
a great education is a huge part of 
that recipe for success and so is 
helping them build the confidence 

they need.
This article was written by Nancy 

stoops, M.a., M.F.T. Nancy is a 
licensed Marriage and Family Ther-
apist with a private practice in dia-
mond bar, and is currently accepting 
new clients. Nancy also runs free 
family support groups, anger man-
agement groups, and special groups 
for seniors and teens. She is also 
available for motivational speaking 
engagements.  For more information 
on any of these services, contact 
Nancy at (909) 229-0727.

The best thing I can recommend 
when you need help and direction 
is to talk to God in prayer.  Tell Him 
your fears and uncertainties.  Ask 
Him for help and direction.  He is 
always available and promises to 
help you in your time of need.  He 
can connect the dots and help you 
find your way.

 pastor Mark hopper is from the 
Evangelical Free Church of dia-
mond bar, 3255 South diamond bar 
ave. Sunday services are 9 a.m. and 
10:45 a.m. For more information, 
call (909) 594-7604 or visit www.
efreedb.org.

ie from page 1

Erin Corwin’s body found

edly pregnant, and married to 
U.S. Marine corporal Jonathan 
Wayne Corwin, apparently left her 
home on Sat., June 28 heading for 
Joshua Tree National Park for the 
day.  She never returned and her 
husband reported her missing on 
Sunday.  Shortly thereafter, Erin’s 
Toyota Corolla was found.  

Under investigation during the 
search was Christopher Lee, a 
former Marine with whom Erin was 
allegedly romantically involved.  
As a result of their contact au-
thorities issued a search warrant 
for him.  In a search of his home 
investigators discovered a de-
structive device and arrested Lee 
on felony charges – not related 
to Erin’s disappearance - for its 
possession.  He was released two 
days later. 

The search for Erin under what 
authorities called, “suspicious 
circumstances,” included the as-
sistance of nearly 5,000 volunteer 
hours over approximately 300 
square miles, including the areas 

of Joshua Tree National Park, 
Twentynine Palms, Amboy, the 
local Marine base, and areas of 
the Bureau of Land Management.  
Sheriff’s authorities state that aerial 
searches identified more than 100 
mine shafts and numerous bodies 
of water in the area and recruited 
the assistance of the Technical 
Cave and Mine Teams, specialized 
dive teams, and the County Fire 
Urban Search and Rescue Team.  
Using video equipment a body was 
located in an abandoned mine on 
federal property.  

Once Erin was identified, Lee 

was arrested for her murder in An-
chorage, Alaska that same night. 
An autopsy conducted on August 
18 determined her death to be a 
homicide.

This investigation is still ongo-
ing, and authorities are asking 
anyone with information about Erin 
Corwin to contact the Sheriff’ Spe-
cialized Investigation division at 
(909)) 387-3589. Callers wishing 
to remain anonymous can contact 
the We-Tip Hotline at 1-800-78-
CRIME (27463) or you may leave 
information on the We-Tip Hotline 
at www.wetip.com.

the cocktails at a party if he were 
trying to cut back or quit drinking, 
right? You would be supportive and 
allow him to keep some distance until 
he became stable and accomplished 
what he set out to do.   As for the late 
night snacking in front of the TV, I 
think it would be a better idea if you 
spent your time doing something 
else until he is finished with his snack 
fest.  Maybe read, or watch TV in a 
different room or step out for a bit. I’m 
sure you enjoy spending time with 
your husband, but for now, adjust-
ments need to be made.  It’s not a 
good idea to ignore this situation, as 
it won’t be long before you become 
resentful.  Or perhaps he will, if he is 
forced to change his eating habits to 
suit your needs.

Sacrifice yourself, or save your-
self. The choice is clear.  People 
with certain personality types often 
make choices that don’t serve them 

well personally, and/or physically, in 
order to do what they think is best for 
the whole family. I hope you will try 
to balance this out as you work on 
your physical well being. Body weight 
issues are very complex, and can be 
addressed in a variety of ways. I wish 
you well in finding the path that feels 
right for you, and I hope you work 
out a plan to be true to yourself and 
your needs.

Sincerely,
danice Akiyoshi, N.d.
 danice akiyoshi is a Naturo-

pathic doctor and the head of Candid 
Coaching Service. She offers per-
sonal coaching services relating to all 
types of issues and concerns. This is 
a letter she received from an anony-
mous reader. To send a question to 
danice, email her at straighttalk@
candidcoachingservices.com. You 
can also visit her website at www.
candidcoachingservices.com.

Photo Courtesy: nixle.Com
Erin Corwin
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20425 Valley Blvd. Walnut, 91789 • (909) 594-8862 • www.discovered-treasures.org 
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diamond from page 1

diamond Bar city council recap

Photo Courtesy: Kelli Gile

Boy Scout Troop 777 led the opening flag ceremony.

By Kelli Gile

Walnut – Walnut Valley Uni-
fied School District staff mem-
bers ushered in the 2014-2015 
school year during an annual 
Welcome Back event, held Au-
gust 13.

About 1,000 certificated and 
classified employees had a 
chance to gather together after 
the summer break during the 
breakfast and opening program 
held at Calvary Chapel in dia-
mond Bar.

The band Symptom, from 
diamond Bar High’s School of 
Rock, entertained the crowd 
during the outdoor continental 
breakfast. The Walnut High pep 
band kicked off the program 
with a flag ceremony led by 

Walnut Valley Staff Kicks-Off New School Year
diamond Bar Boy Scout Troop 
777, and the national anthem 
was performed the dBHS Mar-
quis Show Choir.  

The program included rec-
ognitions of Long-Service Em-
ployees, Teachers of the Year, 
and Cornerstone Award recipi-
ents.

Gale Taylor, the 2013 Classi-
fied Employee of the Year, and 
Sherry Robertson, the 2013-
2014 district Teacher of the 
Year, took the stage to deliver 
messages to their peers.

“I am totally thrilled to be 
standing here among all of 
you who are people that make 
excellence a habit. We are all 
dedicated to creating an envi-
ronment that promotes student 
success,” said Taylor, a Library 

Media Technician at South 
Pointe Middle School.

“We see hundreds of stu-
dents, thousands over the 
years. And they need us to 
educate them and to guide 
them. What a huge responsi-
bility, but what a huge honor. 
This is why we do our job,” 
said Sherry Robertson, a Hu-
manities teacher at Chaparral 
Middle School.

A trio of 2013 diamond Bar 
High graduates, Monique Mag-
payo, Carmen McCarrel and 
Tayler Lanning performed, 
“Brave.”

“What a wonderful way to 
kick-off the school year,” Super-
intendent dr. Robert Taylor said 
during his keynote address.

“Something I’ve learned the 

A Great Start In Walnut Valley
By Kelli Gile

Walnut – It’s back-to-school time 
in the Walnut Valley Unified School 
district. Nearly 14,600 students 
began classes in the 15 campuses 
on Mon., Aug. 18.

 “We had a great first day,” said 
Walnut High School Principal Jeff 
Jordan.  ”Students and staff were 
excited to be back. There was an 
upbeat attitude all day.”

The teens happily chatted at 
break time, stopped by their lock-
ers, and checked schedules before 
dashing off to their next class.

Maple Hill Elementary in diamond 
Bar opened doors to its completely 
modernized campus in diamond 
Bar.  Everyone was relocated to 
portable buildings during the $5.6 
million construction project last 
year.  This was the first chance for 

students and their families to see the 
new school.

“We made it!” exclaimed Principal 
Nancy Stingley. “Everybody’s here 
and inside, everybody’s happy, and 
everybody’s smiling.”

Fourth graders Gabrielle Za-
bresky, Valentina Yonemoto, Carlie 
Law and Ella Liu were excited to 
see their new classrooms before the 
school bell rang.  What do they like 
best about school?

“We love math – it’s fun!” the girls 
exclaimed.

Fifth grade teacher Shirley Con-
ner greeted students who were 
lined up before the 8 a.m. school 
bell rang.

“Welcome back to school. It’s 
beautiful inside!” she said

 “It’s such a gift to us,” beamed 
fourth grade teacher Tami Berry.  
“Everything’s new and wonderful, 

and different. As we had time to get 
to know the school, you all will have 
time to get to know the school,” she 
told her students.  “It’s going to be 
a very fun place to learn,” Berry 
added.

 The school has a brand-new in-
terior design, multipurpose room and 
exterior landscaping.  Classrooms 
feature state-of-the-art technology, 
skylights and generous storage 
cabinets. Six hundred new desks 
and chairs were purchased for the 
campus.

“It’s big and roomy, everything 
is clean and new, and up-to-date 
technologically,” said kindergarten 
teacher Lisa Esse, who has been 
at the school for 20 years.

“I look forward to another great 
school year at Suzanne Middle 
School,” said Principal Les Ojeda.  
“We have a great number of return-

action to be prepared, such as 
creating an emergency supply 
kit that contains items that will 
allow families to survive for at 
least two weeks in the event of 
an emergency. 

After the proclamation, Chief 
Stone gave a presentation on 
Brush Fire Safety, where he 
showed a video of the L.A. Coun-
ty Fire department’s program, 
“Ready, Set, Go!” This program 
shows residents how to prevent 
a fire, prepare for a fire, and 
what to do during a fire. For more 
information about this program, 
visit fire.lacounty.gov.

during Public Comments, a 
variety of concerned residents 
addressed the council about the 
Millennium development Proj-
ect, which is located near the 
County Estates. They addressed 
concerns for health, location, 
and other issues on why they 
think the development should 
be moved. The City Manager ad-
dressed the issue, but suggested 
having a meeting between the 
residents and the City to go over 
the project, and talked about how 
that would come about. 

Another issue that was ad-
dressed during the public com-

last year is the ‘Kids First’ phi-
losophy that we have here in 
Walnut Valley. It has become so 
evident to me for the foundation 
of why our district has been and 
will continue to be successful. I 

see it in your classrooms, I see 
it in the offices, I see it on the 
playing fields. Whatever role 
you have in the district, I truly 
appreciate your commitment to 
the ‘Kids First’ philosophy.”

ments section was the City 
election date. A resident asked 
the council if they would consider 
moving the date to even-num-
bered years. 

The City Council also informed 
the community that the City of-
fices will be closed in observance 
of Labor day on Sept. 1, and the 
City Council Meeting for Sept. 2 
is canceled. 

during the consent calendar 
section of the meeting, the coun-
cil approved the following items 
with a 5-0 vote:

• City Council minutes of the 
study session and the regular 
meeting of Aug. 5.

• Ratification of the Check Reg-
ister dated July 31 through Aug. 
13, 2014, totaling $863,770.76.

• A contract with ECS Imaging, 
Inc. in the amount of $87,000 
plus a contingency of $5,000 
for a total contract amount of 
$92,000 for the purchase of the 
Laserfiche Avante document 
Management System and relat-
ed professional services, which 
includes staff training, and the 
appropriation of $100,000 from 
General Fund Reserves.  

• Contract Amendment for 
existing on-call Civil Engineering 
Services with Onward Engineer-
ing to perform a comprehensive 

ing students and new students that 
seem incredibly intelligent, enthusi-
astic and eager to learn.”

Westhoff Elementary celebrated 
the first day of school with balloons, 

chalk greetings, posters, music and 
a staff with welcoming smiles.

“It’s going to be a great school 
year!” said Principal denise Ren-
don.
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Westhoff Elementary teachers and staff members are ready for the new 
school year. Westhoff is celebrating its 2014 distinguished School award 
– the third for the school.

parkway drainage curb analysis, 
for a variety of raised curbs in dif-
ferent areas of the city. The cost 
of this project would be $22,680 
with a contingency authorization 
of $4,000.

• A Resolution which approves 
the application for $153,346 
of Habitat Conservation Fund 
Grand Funds, which if awarded, 
requires a $153,346 match from 
the City for the Silver Tip Park 
Trail and Trail Head. 

In the Public Hearing section, 
the diamond Bar City Clerk 
talked about the adoption of 
a resolution which will amend 
the City’s Conflict of Interest 
Code for designated City Per-
sonnel and rescind Resolution 
No. 2012-36 in its entirety. The 
Council motioned to approve this 
resolution with a 5-0 vote. 

Finally, presentations were 
given on the following items, 
and the council took them in 
consideration:

• diamond Bar Ride Program 
modifications and adoption of 
the updated program rules and 
regulations.

• Adoption of a Resolution 
approving the City of diamond 
Bar Emergency Operations Plan 
(EOP), which will authorize the 
Mayor to sign the letter promul-

08/15/14

08/15/14

gation and direct staff to provide 
a copy of the approved plan to 
the State of California Office of 
Emergency Services. 

After the Council sub-commit-
tee reports, meeting attendance 
reports, and council member 

comments, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The next 
City Council meeting will take 
place on Sept. 16, at 6:30 p.m., 
at the AQMd/Government Cen-
ter Auditorium, located at 21865 
Copley drive.
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