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By Jennifer Jester-Madrigal

Eastvale - According to 
Eastvale’s Police depart-
ment Co-Chief, Lt. Joseph 
Pemberton, crime in East-
vale is down 6.4% overall 
from last year. Part 1 Crimes 
– also known as Index or 
Summary-based crimes - are 
as follows:

• Assaults: 112
• Robberies: 13
• Rapes: 6
• Burglary: 191 (Up 5% 

from 2013)
• Auto Theft: 92 (down 

staff reports

Irvine – On Fri., dec. 5, 
the Ford Motor Company – in 
conjunction with the Orange 
County Gang Reduction and 
Intervention Partnership (OC 
GRIP), and the Taco Bell Cor-
poration – rewarded over 150 
local at-risk elementary, middle 
and high school students with 

see Village Page 5

staff reports

Walnut – Things can get hectic this 
time of year.  Not only do you need to 
finish your holiday shopping, but you’ve 
got a party to plan, you can’t forget to 
drop off the cleaning (again), and you 

Sun dec. 7
Partly Cloudy
High 72°
Low 53°

Mon dec. 8
Sunny
High 71°
Low 54°

tue dec. 9
Sunny
High 74°
Low 55°

Wed dec. 10
Partly Cloudy
High 73°
Low 55°

thu dec. 11
Rain
High 69°
Low 56°

Fri dec. 12
Rain
High 61°
Low 50°

Walnut/dB
Chino Hills 

Weather

see Council Page 8

By sean C. Moore

Walnut – You’re a busy person with 
a lot to do. You need a car wash, an oil 
change, a haircut, and start your holiday 
shopping – and you haven’t even had 
lunch yet. You could run all over town try-
ing to get all of this done, or you could get 

The Holidays Are In The details 
At Alamo Car Wash

see Alamo Page 5

3,368 Like Us!
facebook.com/theWeeklyNews

see Shop Page 7

Murder At Motel 6 Pomona

see Murder Page 5

If you want to see the difference in the 
way Alamo Car Wash and Detail Cen-
ter can make your car look and run, 
visit them at 784 N. Nogales Street in 
Walnut.

According to the Pomona Po-
lice department, Yvette Silva was 
found to be stabbed to death.  
The motive for the murder is still 
unknown at this time.  Silva was 
the mother of a 12-year old son.

Pomona Homicide detectives 

Something For Everyone At 
Walnut Hills Village

Shop Local. Shop Small.

Walnut Hills Village is located at 20747 
Amar Road, just ½ block west of Grand 
Avenue, with easy access from the 60 and 
57 freeways.

two CH Suspects Arrested In Copper Wire theft
staff reports

Chino Hills – Chino Hills 
deputies have arrested two 
suspects in conjunction with the 
theft of $50,000 in copper wiring 
and tools.

According to the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s de-
partment and the Chino Hills 

helps to support the communi-
ties where you live by sustaining 
parks, recreation, schools, librar-
ies and other local services.

The City of Walnut is even 

Lopez was apprehended at 
the scene.  Guillen fled toward 
Garey Avenue and SR-71.  Ad-
ditional Chino Hills deputies 
quickly responded to the area 
and established a security 
perimeter.  Guillen was soon 

presented her with a gavel to 
commemorate her service. Tye, 
Lyons and council member Jack 
Tanaka thanked the outgoing 
Mayor for her dedication and 
congratulated her on completing 

adrenaline junkie who loves the 
chase of the last few hours on 
Christmas Eve?

Whatever your shopping style, 
cities, chambers of commerce 
and retailers are encouraging 
you to “Shop Small.”  When you 
keep your hard-earned dollars 
local, more of what you spend 

see Copper Page 2
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By rayMond Mendoza

Diamond Bar - The diamond 
Bar City Council met Tues., dec. 
2 for its regular meeting, which 
saw a new Mayor and Mayor 
Pro Tem appointed to serve the 
City for the next year, and the 
Council considerations to fill the 
vacancy left behind when council 

staff reports

SGV – Are you an over-achiev-
er who jumped up at the crack 
before midnight to complete 
your holiday shopping on Black 
Friday (and are now kicked back, 
relaxed, and watching everyone 
else scramble); or are you an 

staff reports

Pomona – On Sat., Nov. 29 
at approximately 8:40 p.m., Po-
mona Police Officers responded 
to a disturbance at the Motel 
6 on the 2400 block of South 
Garey Avenue.  At the scene they 
discovered an adult female, de-
ceased in one of the rooms.

see OC Page 8 Photo Courtesy:  motel6.Com

The pomona Motel 6, located on 
South Garey Avenue.

Police department, on Sun., 
Nov. 30 at approximately 12:05 
a.m., a deputy was patrolling a 
vacant Kaiser Permanente site 
at 13000 Peyton drive.  The 
deputy happened upon Mario 
Lopez, 32, and Eduardo Guil-
len, 23, both from Ontario, in the 
process of stealing copper wire 
from a parking lot light pole.

member Ling-Ling Chang joined 
the California Assembly.

The Council appointed Steve 
Tye as the new Mayor of dia-
mond Bar, with Nancy Lyons 
appointed as the City’s Mayor 
Pro Tem.

After the appointments, former 
Mayor, Carol Herrera, gave an 
outgoing presentation, as Tye 



Crossroads Urgent Care
3110 Chino Ave Ste 150-B
(909) 630-7868

Planet Beach
13890 Peyton dr # C
(909) 465-9911

Senior Baja
3908 Grand Ave. #A
(909) 902-5110

taco Factory
3277 Grand Ave.
(909) 464-9943

CHINO
Chino Commercial Bank
14345 Pipeline Ave.
(909) 393-8880

dIAMONd BAR
Barro’s Pizza
21000 Golden Springs
(909) 598-2871

diamond Bar City Hall
21825 Copley drive
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1249 S. diamond Bar Blvd.
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1223 S. diamond Bar Blvd
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1123 Grand Ave.
(909) 396-5373
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UPS
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Walnut Hills Optometry 
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21695 Valley Blvd.
(626) 913-1715
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By MiChael arMiJo

I’ve looked at society and the 
everyday human being, and I’ve 
come to a conclusion:  I just don’t 
understand.

I don’t understand why some 
people act the way they do.  They 
insist on playing games with oth-
ers and sometimes, so adamant-
ly, they convince themselves that 
life really is the misery that they 
proclaim it to be. They think that 
their position in life gives them 
the experience, knowledge and 
power to pick and choose whom 
they’re going to benefit.  

Recently, I had an experi-
ence with someone who had the 
authority to make life easier for 
others.  On the day that I was 

dealing with this person, she 
decided that particular day was 
not a day that she was going to 
help anyone.  At some point in 
our conversation, she decided 
she would not be granting me 
any wishes.  Her logic was, “Too 
bad.”  She made a choice that 
because of who I am, I didn’t 
deserve anything from her; and 
I, in turn, had no choice but to 
suffer the consequences of the 
misunderstandings that were 
evident.

I understand that there are 
protocols in life, and procedures 
are put in place to reduce errors 
and increase productivity.  But 
I also understand that there is 
an immeasurable element that 
structure, protocol, and proce-

Green Eggs and Ham
dure sometimes need to take a 
back seat to.  It’s a measure I call 
“human compassion.”   

We don’t always hear the 
answers that we want to, but 
“too bad” ranks right up there 
with “can’t” and “impossible”.  I 
believe it’s not what you say in 
life, it’s how you say it.  There 
is a way to communicate with 
kindness and integrity, and still 
get the point across.  When we 
forget kindness and compassion, 
we sometimes lose our spirit.

Regardless of these misunder-
standings in life, I still believe in 
wonderful things.  At this time of 
year, especially, I still believe in 
the purest goodness of human-
ity. I still believe in the childhood 
premise of a handsome prince 

charming coming for his beauti-
ful princess.  I still believe that a 
gentle kiss can awaken a deep 
and lonely sleep because of the 
love behind it.  I still believe in 
the big man in the red suit who 
brings toys to children on Christ-
mas Eve.

And just like those bedtime 
stories of my past, I believe in 
happy scenarios with wish-like 
endings.  I believe the quite con-
vincing Sam I Am, when he tells 
me that that there is delicious-
ness in the taste of “Green Eggs 
and Ham.”  

Perhaps we need to believe in 
people and human compassion 
more, so there are more philo-
sophical Green Eggs and Ham 
moments in our lives.

Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

Copper from page 1

Two CH suspects arrested in copper wire theft

located and detained near the 
intersection of Garey Avenue 
and Market Place in Pomona.

deputies recovered copper 
wire, tools, and four damaged 
light poles with an estimat-

ed value and repair cost of 
$50,000.

Lopez and Guillen were 
booked at the West Valley 
detention Center on suspicion 
of Conspiracy, Possession of 
Stolen Property, Grand Theft, 
and Vandalism.

The U.S. department of En-
ergy estimates that the theft of 

copper wiring, pipes, tubing 
(and other metals) has reached 
$1 billion in loss and damages 
due to the increased value of 
scrap copper.  Thieves are 
combing construction sites, 
abandoned buildings, and tar-
geting light poles and commer-
cial heating and air conditioning 
units.  

One of the main concerns 
is that in order to get at the 
copper, thieves are causing 
more damage to the units they 
are extracting from than they 
are able to obtain looking for 
their $3 to $4 per pound for the 
metal.  And if their targets are 
hooked up to live voltage, they 
could very well lose their lives.
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UPCOMINg EVENtS:
Inland Pacific Ballet’s, “the 

Nutcracker”
When:  Now through dec. 

27
Where:  Lewis Family Play-

house (12505 Cultural Center 
drive, Rancho Cucamonga), 
dec. 6, 1 and 7 pm., dec. 7, 1 
p.m.; Pomona College’s Bridges 
Auditorium (450 North College 
Way, Claremont), dec. 13, 14, 
20, 21; Fox Performing Arts 
Center (3801 Mission Inn Ave, 
Riverside), dec 27, 2 and 7:30 
p.m. 

details:  The critically ac-
claimed Inland Pacific Ballet 
brings The Nutcracker story to 
life with dazzling sets, beauti-
ful costumes, and nearly 100 
dancers on stage – in four the-
atres!  Tickets start at $38, with 
discounts available.

Contact:  jpballet.org
diamond Bar United Church 

of Christ Events
IVHP Food Bank Collection
When:  Now through dec. 

21
details:  Youth are collecting 

staple foods (canned goods, 
cereal, rice, beans, baby food, 
etc.) for the Inland Valley Hope 
Partners.  Items can be dropped 
off at the church office Monday 
through Friday.

Christmas tree Lot Open
When:  Nov. 29 through dec. 

23, 3 to 8 p.m. daily
Free Choir Program
When:  Sun., dec. 14; 6 

p.m.
details:  An excellent event 

to help with holiday emotions.  
Members of the dBHS Orches-
tra will accompany the Choir 
during the Cantata.  All are wel-
come to attend; refreshments 
will be served.

Christmas Eve Service – All 
are welcome

When:  Wed., dec. 24; 7 
p.m.

Where:  All events are located 
at 2335 diamond Bar Blvd., 
diamond Bar

Contact:  Call (909) 861-
4735, or visit www.diamondba-
rucc.org

Mt. Calvary Annual Christ-
mas Boutique

When:  Thurs., dec. 11 and 
Fri., dec. 12.

Where:  Family Life Center; 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 
and School, 23300 Golden 
Springs drive, diamond Bar

details:  There will be crafters 
selling inexpensive items.

Contact:  If you are interested 
in being a crafter, call Cathy 
Harden at (909) 861-3526.

West Covina Annual Break-
fast With Santa

When:  Sat., dec. 13, at 9 
a.m.

Where:  Cameron Commu-
nity Center, 1305 E. Cameron 
Avenue, West Covina

details:  Join the City of West 
Covina for a warm pancake 
breakfast, holiday cheer, enter-
tainment, games and raffles.  Be 
sure and have your picture taken 
with Santa before he returns to 

the North Pole!  Tickets are just 
$8 for pancakes, eggs and juice. 
Children 3 years and under are 
free.  This popular event sells 
out, so get your tickets early.

Contact:  Call the Community 
Services department at (626) 
919-6966, or visit www.westco-
vina.org.

Youth Christmas Parade 
and Fair

When:  Parade: Sat., dec. 13; 
9 a.m.; Fair: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where:  Monte Vista Park, 
13196 Monte Vista Ave., Chino

details:  Food and Craft Ven-
dors, Entertainment and Thrill-
ing Rides

Contact:  (909) 334-3258
Pomona Inner City Home-

less Ministry dinner
When:  Sat., dec. 30 (and 

3rd Saturday monthly); noon to 
4:30 p.m.

Where: First Baptist Church 
of Pomona, 601 N. Garey Ave. 
(corner of Garey and Holt)

details:  Come help serve 
the homeless and economically 
disadvantaged.  PICM is also 
accepting new toys valued at 
$10 or less for their annual toy 
drive

Contact:  Volunteers meet in 
room E202 (2nd Floor) at noon 
for prayer, devotion, orientation 
and training prior to serving din-
ner to the homeless.

REgULAR EVENtS:
Alcohol and Addiction In-

tervention Information
When: Third Tuesday, month-

ly; 6 p.m.
Where:  Aurora 

Community Events
Charter Oak Hospital, 1161 E. 
Covina Blvd., Covina

details:  Free information 
sessions about the intervention 
process, a powerful tool to com-
bat alcoholism and addiction.  
Attendees can expect to learn 
what the intervention process 
consists of, when an interven-
tion is appropriate, and what 
local resources are available.  
Space is limited and reserva-
tions are recommended.

Contact:  Call (626) 859-5269, 
or visit www.charteroakhospital.
com.

Bookstore Blowout
Where: Twice Sold Tale Book-

store located at the Walnut Li-
brary, La Puente Road, Walnut 
CA 91789

When: Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 
8 p.m., Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

details: All books and media: 
Any four items for $1 ($1 mini-
mum purchase).

Contact: (909) 595-0757 or 
email the.walnut.library@mac.
com.

Resources for the Class-
room days at  Basical ly 
BOOkS

When: Second Tuesday of 
every month.

Where: Basically BOOKS 
locations: at 23447 Golden 
Springs Road, diamond Bar 
and at the diamond Bar Library: 
21800 Copley drive, diamond 

Bar.
details: Books and educa-

tion videos will be offered at 
special discounts for teachers 
at all levels. Teachers can sign 
up at either Basically BOOKS 
locations or email Basically-
BOOKS@aol.com to join these 
special teacher appreciation 
afternoons.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 
p.m.

Where: 12598 Central Av-
enue, Unit 113, Chino, CA 
91710.

Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunitya-
cupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s  Farmers 
Market sponsored by SgV 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Park-
ing 

Features: Seasonal organic 
produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, 
hand-crafted items and jewelry, 
fresh-popped Kettle Corn and 
grilled food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701

did You Know?

By k.P. Sander

On dec. 7, 1941, a Japanese 
surprise military strike against the 
U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, led the United States 
directly into World War II.  The 
United States declared war on 
Japan the following day.

According to Wikipedia, the 
attack commenced at 7:48 a.m., 
with 353 Japanese fighter planes, 
bombers and torpedo planes 
coming in two waves, launched 
from six aircraft carriers.  

In all, 2,403 Americans were 
killed; 1,178 were wounded.  All 
eight U.S. battleships were dam-
aged; four of them were sunk 
(all were later raised except the 
Arizona).  Myriad other vessels, 
buildings and landscape were 
destroyed.  Japanese casualties 
were barely noticeable.

The attack was reportedly 
intended as a warning to keep 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet from inter-
fering with the military actions of 
Japan against the United States, 
the United Kingdom and the 
Netherlands.  Because the at-
tack happened without a formal 
declaration of war, and without 
explicit warning, the attack on 
Pearl Harbor was judged by the 
Tokyo Trials to be a war crime.  
Resulting actions by the United 
States prompted Germany and 
Italy to declare war on the U.S. on 
dec. 11, which was reciprocated 
by the U.S. that same day.

One of the biggest losses of 
life on dec. 7 came when the 
USS Arizona was bombed; ex-
ploding, sinking, and killing 1,177 
officers and crew.  While most of 
the other ships were salvaged 
and returned to service, the 

Arizona was lost.  
Her wreckage still 
lies at the bottom of 
Pearl Harbor.  

President dwight 
d. Eisenhower ap-
proved the creation 
of the Memorial in 
1958, and its con-
struction was com-
pleted in 1961 with 
private donations 
and funds appropri-
ated by Congress.  
On May 30, 1962, 
the USS Arizona 
Memorial was ded-
icated to all those 
who perished dur-
ing the attack.  The 
184-foot structure 
straddles the ship’s 
hull and marks the 
final resting place 
of those who gave 
their all.  The U.S. 
flag flies from a 
pole attached to 
the severed main-
mast of the sunken 
battleship. 

december 7 – 
Pearl Harbor day 
- a day of remem-
brance and honor 
to all lost 73 years 
ago, and as Presi-
dent Franklin d. 
Roosevelt said, “A 
date which will live 
in infamy.”

Photo Courtesy:  wikiPedia
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Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 drinks ................................................. 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry ........................... 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless ................................ 595-9109
50% Cleaners .......................................... 444-1111
Allstate Insurance .................................... 468-1495
Art Nails ................................................... 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express ............................. 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac ......................................... 594-2832
Burger King .............................................. 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels ................................... 598-4332
dollar Tree ............................................... 468-4850
East West Bank ....................................... 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning ............................ 839-1992
GNC Vitamins .......................................... 869-7272
International School of Montessori .......... 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine .................... 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse ............................... 612-7480
Max Loan Center ..................................... 702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon............................. 598-8394
Re/Max Good Life Realty ........................ 598-5151
Royal Florist ............................................. 718-0688
Sake Sushi .............................................. 594-5221
School Connection .................................. 594-1873
Skyline dental / Harvey Chen, ddS ........ 595-1800
Smoke Town.............................................468-5816
Stater Bros. .............................................. 598-6534
The UPS Store ........................................ 444-1303
US Taekwondo ......................................... 595-9222
Vapor Junkies .......................................... 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers .................................... 594-4092
Yummy House ......................................... 468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut
(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

Amar Road
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Village from page 1

Something for everyone at Walnut Hills Village

have friends coming over for 
dinner tonight.  How do you get 
it all done?

Walnut Hills Village could 
be your answer!  Conveniently 
located with easy access, the 
Village truly has something for 
everyone.  With more than 30 
stores in one location, and an-
chored by Stater Bros., this is 
one-stop shopping at its finest.  
And with so many independent 
merchants, this is the perfect 
opportunity to shop small by 
shopping local.

drop your pet off at Sophie’s 
Wags To Whiskers boutique for 
a holiday grooming, while you 
relax at Newen’s Beauty Salon 
or Art Nails.  You can run some 
errands at several retailers, 
and grab a quick lunch at Baby 
Elephant Thai Cuisine.  There is 
even time to schedule that dental 
or vision appointment that you’ve 
been putting off, get your bank-
ing done, and run into dollar Tree 

for some stocking stuffers.  Asian 
Kitchen Express will even set 
you up with delicious Pho-Thai 
party trays for your celebration, 
while Royal Florist takes care of 
your table centerpiece.  And, the 
UPS Store is right there to help 
mail your gifts to out-of-state 
family and friends.  Suddenly, 
the holidays don’t seem so hec-
tic with so many options in one 
place.

alaMo from page 1

The holidays are in the details at Alamo Car Wash

it all done at one stop: Alamo Car 
Wash and detail Center.

dan Gerstner and his wife, 
Sylvia, opened Alamo 18 years 
ago, and they have run the busi-
ness with a simple philosophy 
ever since.

“Our philosophy is to always 
have satisfied customers. We 
want them to be satisfied with 
what we do here, and 99.9 per-
cent of the time, they are,” Ger-
stner said.

Situated in a four-acre com-
plex at the corner of Nogales 
and Francesca drive in Walnut, 
Alamo features a hand car wash, 

a Mobil gas station and an Xpress 
Lube oil change center, as well 
as a number of shops, which the 
Gerstners rent mostly to automo-
tive-related businesses, but also 
include restaurants, beauty sa-
lons, a dentist’s office, a locksmith 
and a bookkeeping service.

`“We even have a shoeshine 
guy.  It’s really a one-stop shop,” 
Gerstner said.

The car wash offers full-service 
hand car washes and detailing, 
which include waxing, buffing 
and interior cleaning, as well as 
an express wash for people on 
the go.

Asked why people should visit 
Alamo instead of other area car 
washes, Gerstner said, “I don’t 

know what other car washes do, 
but I know what we do. We’re very 
picky about service and the little 
details. And usually, when the car 
comes out, it’s cleaner than it’s 
ever been.”

Package washes are popular, 
Gerstner said, especially the Sil-
ver Package Wash.  It includes 
an air freshener, sealer wax, 
polish wax, rainbow wax, clear 
coat sealant and Armor-All on the 
car’s tires.

Looking for the perfect holiday 
gift or stocking stuffer?  Give the 
gift of a clean car with a multi-
wash book from Alamo.

“If people need something 
at the last minute, like greeting 
cards, we have a wide selec-

So, don’t let the hustle-
bustle of the holidays get you 
down.  Stop by Walnut Hills 
Village and amaze your family 
with your holiday organization-
al skills.  The Village is located 
at 20747 Amar Road, just a ½ 
block west of Grand Avenue 
in the City of Walnut.  See the 
full page ad on page 4 of this 
publication for a full listing of all 
retail establishments.  

tion they can choose from while 
they’re waiting for their car.  We 
also carry just about any kind 
of auto accessories you might 
need,” Gerstner said.

Alamo’s oil change service is 
also extremely popular.

“Our quick lube service is very 
complete. We do the complete 
maintenance service for the car, 
including transmission, power 
steering, brake fluid, the cooling 
system and fuel emissions ser-
vice.  Plus, oil change customers 
receive a free car wash. 

Gerstner admits that Alamo is 
not the cheapest place to have 
your car washed or serviced, but 
maintains that the services they 
offer make them competitive with 

just about anybody else.
“We offer a higher level of 

service than many other places, 
and that’s why we’ve been so 
successful.  People love their 
cars - their car is like their baby 
- and it’s unbelievable how some 
of them treat their cars. We see 
customers who come in twice a 
week, and their cars look clean, 
but they still want them washed 
here,” he explained.

If you want to see the differ-
ence in the way Alamo Car Wash 
and detail Center can make your 
car look and run, visit them at 784 
N. Nogales Street in Walnut.  For 
more information, including busi-
ness hours, call them at (626) 
965-7922.

have investigated every lead in 
an attempt to find the suspect 
in this murder, and they have 
identified Alex Clever, 26, from 
Pomona.  Clever – an acquain-
tance of Silva – was recently 

Murder from page 1

Murder at Motel 6 Pomona
released from prison and was 
currently on Post Release Com-
munity Supervision. The San 
Gabriel Valley East AB-109 Task 
Force arrested Clever as he rode 
a bicycle away from his parents’ 
home in the Phillips Ranch com-
munity in Pomona.  He was 
taken to the Pomona City Jail and 
booked for murder.

The San Gabriel Valley East 
AB109 Task Force is a multi-
agency team comprised of of-
ficers from nine agencies and 
includes representatives from 
the LA County Probation de-
partment and the Los Angeles 
district Attorney’s Office. Their 
primary responsibility is to con-
duct compliance checks on those 

individuals who have been re-
leased from prison under AB109 
to ensure that they are in compli-
ance with their terms of release. 
The Task Force is responsible 
for enforcement in the cities of 
Azusa, Baldwin Park, Claremont, 
Covina, Glendora, Irwindale, 
Pomona, La Verne, West Covina 
and Whittier. 

Anyone with information re-
garding this homicide is urged 
to call the Pomona Police de-
partment’s detective Bureau at 
(909) 620-2085. Anyone willing to 
provide information, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, is urged 
to contact “Crime Stoppers” at 
1-800-222-8477, or “We-Tip” at 
1-800-782-7463.

staff reports

Walnut - Walnut is transform-
ing into a wintery “Whoville” 
Wonderland this holiday season. 
The Walnut Senior Center Park-
ing Lot will be filled with snow on 
Sat., dec. 13, from 6 to 10 p.m.  
For only $8, participants will be 
able to enjoy the unlimited sled 
rides, ice skating, games, snow 
ball battlefield, and live enter-
tainment. 

This year’s entertainment line-
up includes community groups 

opening for our main 8 p.m. 
act, the Filharmonic, featured in 
NBC’s “Sing Off” competition. 
This evening will be a night 
to remember. We encourage 
you to bring your blankets and 
enjoy our outdoor lounge area 
for a movie showing of “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas,” at 
8:30 p.m., with a Hot Cocoa bar 
service. 

Slide your way over in your 
best “Whoville do” or stop by 
our Whoville Hair Salon and get 
into the wintery “Whoville” spirit 

Walnut’s Winter “Whoville” Wonderland
to experience the fun of Walnut’s 
Winter Wonderland. 

As if the Winter Wonderland 
isn’t enough, Santa and the 
Grinch are inviting you and your 
family to gather round the tree 
for a festive “Whoville” dinner.  
The City of Walnut will be host-
ing a dinner with Santa from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. on Sat., dec. 13.  
dinner will include a delicious 
buffet-style meal with live enter-
tainment, arts and crafts, games, 
and an opportunity to take a 
picture with our special guests, 

Santa and the Grinch. The cost 
is $12 per person and $8 per 
child.  For more information 
please call (909) 598-5605.  

And finally, to help you with 
your holiday shopping, why not 
stop by the Mini Marketplace 
to find that unique gift idea you 
have been looking for?  Walnut’s 
Annual “Tis the Season Market-
place” has partnered up with 
the Winter Wonderland to make 
family time both easy and fun. 
The Mini Marketplace hours are 
from 4 to 9 p.m. on Sat., dec. 

13.  There will be a variety of 
items such as handmade crafts, 
festive decorations and much 
more available for purchase.  So, 
get in the spirit of the holidays 
and find a thoughtful gift for that 
special someone.  

All events are located at the 
Walnut Senior Center, located at 
21215 La Puente Road, in Wal-
nut.  To register for the events or 
for more information, call (909) 
598-6200. Family 4-Packs and 
dinner With Santa combo packs 
are available. 

12/31/2014
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“Great place and great value!”
“After a very late night we totally needed a good 

rest. The hotel was excellent, our 
room was awesome, and we had 
a great stay! We will be doing 
more travelling this summer and 
will definitely look to Comfort 
Suites in La Puente first!”

What customers are saying:

Add some 
C O L O R 

to your 
business!

(909) 
464-1200

staff reports

Chino Hills - Santa and his 
helper will arrive from the North 
Pole to spread holiday cheer 
and visit homes in the City of 
Chino Hills. 

The Chino Hills recreation 

staff is in charge of helping 
Santa find his way around the 
City.  Reservations may be 
made at the Recreation Office 
at City Hall, 14000 City Center 
drive. 

Santa visits are available 
december 13, 14, 19, 20, and 

Santa Makes House Calls In Chino Hills
21 from 4 to 9:30 p.m.  The 
cost is $40 per visit for parties 
of less than 20 people. Larger 
parties are charged $50 per 
visit. Each visit is limited to 
15 minutes. Special requests 
for visits will be considered 
based upon Santa’s schedule.  

Two consecutive visits may be 
scheduled to provide a single 
30-minute visit if desired, de-
pending upon availability.

Call (909) 364-2700 for more 
information.  This program is 
limited to visits within the City 
of Chino Hills.
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Los Angeles County - don’t 
get caught in a mud and debris 
flow!  Los Angeles County 
firefighters remind their local 
residents to be aware of the 
potential mud and debris flow 
dangers associated with rainy 
days.  This is especially true 
for residents living in post-burn 
areas of any recent wildfires. 

Checklist For Living In A 
Burn Area:

• Monitor radio and TV news 
closely for information about 

weather conditions and flooding 
in your area.

• Identify important items to 
take if your neighborhood is 
evacuated, such as computers, 
photos, important documents, 
medications, and other needed 
items for your family and pets.

• Be prepared to leave im-
mediately if an evacuation 
is ordered.  Know alternate 
evacuation routes out of your 
neighborhood.

• Have an emergency plan 
that is easy for all family mem-
bers to understand.  

WITH RAIN COMES MUd: How To Stay Storm Safe
• Have enough food and wa-

ter to supply your family for at 
least a 72-hour period.  

• Always remember to include 
a radio and flashlight with fresh 
batteries in your kit. 

• Acquire any needed sand-
bags and instructional materi-
als at your local Los Angeles 
County fire station. 

Be Storm Smart!  Follow 
these Safety guidelines:

1. Never underestimate the 
power of storm and debris 
flows. 

2. Stay away from flood 

control channels, catch basins, 
canyons, and natural water-
ways, which are vulnerable 
to flooding during periods of 
heavy rain.

3. do not attempt to cross 
flooded areas and never enter 
moving water on foot or in a 
vehicle.

4. If flooding traps you in your 
car, stay in your vehicle if pos-
sible.  If necessary, wait on top 
of your car for assistance.

5. If you become isolated, 
seek the highest ground avail-
able and wait for help.

Call Eddie

promoting a “Walnut Selfie Busi-
ness Campaign,” to remind 
residents to shop locally this 
season.  Residents are en-
couraged to take pictures of 
themselves shopping at local 
businesses and forward them 
to the City of Walnut Community 
development department via 
email.  Selfies will be posted to 
the City’s Instagram, Twitter and 
Facebook pages.  The campaign 
is going on now through Wed., 
dec. 31.  Show your civic pride 
and send your selfie to dwom-
ble@ci.walnut.ca.us.

According to the Regional 
Chamber of Commerce of San 
Gabriel Valley, there are some 
very good reasons to shop small, 
by shopping locally:

• Shopping local creates jobs.  
Shops in your town create local 
employment and self-employ-

shop from page 1

Shop local.  Shop small.
ment. These people in turn 
spend in the local community.

• Local, independent shops 
invest more in their communi-
ties. Local businesses are pro-
portionately more generous in 
their support of local charities, 
schools and community events. 
Supporting local shops means 
a financial impact on your com-
munity.

• Local shops sell a wide 
range of great products at af-
fordable prices. Many people 
fall out of the habit of shopping 
locally and are then surprised by 
the range of products and gifts 
available.

• Shopping local saves you 
money. Out of town shops have 
done a good job of convincing 
us that local business equals 
expensive. If you add travel, fees 
to transfer items and your time, 
the overall cost is often much 
higher.

• Shopping local retains com-

munities. People don’t like los-
ing shops and services in small 
towns, but don’t equate this to 
how they spend their money.

• Shopping local retains your 
distinctiveness. Independent 
shops create unique shopping 
experiences.  Local businesses 
respond quickly to the needs 
of local customers, stocking 
products to meet the changing 
population needs.

• Shopping local saves the 
environment. Local shops often 
stock a high percentage of lo-
cally sourced goods which do 
not require long car and bus 
journeys, helping to reduce our 
global footprint.

• Local shops are for every-
one. Most people can get to their 
local shops easily and this is es-
pecially important for the elderly 
and young generations, and 
those without transportation.

• Local shops value you more. 
Evidence from numerous sur-

veys show people receive better 
customer care and service lo-
cally. These businesses survive 
by their reputation and repeat 
business, which means you get 
a higher standard of service.

• Shopping local saves ser-
vices. Private and public sector 
services tend to cluster around 
shops. As shops disappear so 
do hairdressers, banks, restau-
rants, etc.

Statistics say that each dollar 

spent locally can return up to 
five times that amount within a 
community through city taxes, 
employee wages, and the pur-
chase of supplies and services 
at other local companies.  Lo-
cally owned, independent busi-
nesses return about 80% of 
each dollar to their community, 
as opposed to big box or chains, 
which contribute about 40%. 

So get out there and shop…but 
shop small.  Happy holidays! 

6. If you see someone who 
has been swept into moving 
water, do not enter the water 
and attempt a rescue.  Immedi-
ately call 9-1-1 and, if possible, 
throw a rope or some type of 
floatation device to them.

The more prepared you are, 
the better chance you have to 
survive a major storm-related 
emergency. For more informa-
tion on flood safety and disaster 
preparedness, visit 

http://www.fire.lacounty.gov/
safety-messages/winter-safety-
tips/.



Weekly News8   dec. 6 - 12, 2014 news

Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407
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Ford rewards over 150 local at-risk students

an exclusive visit to their regional 
headquarters.

Students met with professional 
skateboarder, reality star, and 
entrepreneur, Ryan Sheckler, and 

were taken on an exclusive tour 
of Ford’s design Studio.  They 
also heard from law enforcement 
officers and prosecutors, including 
Orange County district Attorney, 
Tony Rackauckas, who spoke to 
the students about positive life 
choices and the negative effects of 
criminal street gangs.  Lunch and 

additional activities were provided 
by Taco Bell.

To earn this incentive, the stu-
dents met a challenge to have no 
unexcused absences, criminal 
activity or arrests, violence or 
weapons on campus, and no 
gang-related clothing, writing, or 
behavior.

Eastvale crime: A 2014 recap

22% from 2013)
• Larceny: 567 (down 9.7% 

from 2013)
• Total Property Crimes: 850
Indoor Marijuana Grow hous-

es have seen a decrease in 
2014. According to Pemberton, 
in 2013 there were approximate-
ly 31 indoor grow operations in 
the City of Eastvale that were 
shut down by the Eastvale Spe-
cial Enforcement Team (SET), 
with 13 arrests made. Some of 
these incidents are still being 
addressed in the court system. 
These arrests are often hard to 
bring to conviction as the actual 
perpetrators are difficult to catch 

ie from page 1
and the operations are vast and 
far-reaching into many parts of 
California and even the United 
States. 

This year, citizens have been 
more aware of this phenomenon 
and have actively reported 
suspicious activity.  This has 
helped create a deterrent to 
individuals looking to grow mari-
juana indoors within the City of 
Eastvale. 

“Our Special Enforcement 
Team aggressively investigates 
all reports of indoor cultivation, 
and they are widely known 
around Riverside County,” says 
Pemberton regarding the suc-
cess in this area. 

In 2014, the Eastvale SET 
conducted nine investigations 
into indoor grows in the City and 

served four search warrants. 
Two people have been arrested 
and their cases are pending.

Traffic Safety is a hot topic 
in Eastvale, and Lt. Pemberton 
has been asked repeatedly what 
citations are most frequently 
written by Police Officers around 
schools.  They are as follows:

• CVC 22352(b)(2) – driving 
in excess of 25 mph in a school 
zone during restricted hours 
(when children are active).  

• CVC 21212(a) - Person un-
der 18 operating or riding as a 
passenger on a bicycle without 
wearing an approved helmet. 

• CVC 21950(a) - Failure to 
yield to pedestrians in a cross-
walk. 

• CVC 21461(a) - disobeying 
Official Traffic Control Signs. 

As a reward for their commit-
ment to additional OC GRIP pro-
gramming, 25 students and their 
families in attendance were eligible 
to win an all-new Ford Transit Con-
nect, furnished by the OC Ford 
dealers Advertising Fund.

This is the third year that the 
OC GRIP program, in partnership 

New Mayor: diamond Bar Council recap

her fifth mayoral term in office – a 
feat that Tye said has not been 
accomplished in diamond Bar’s 
history.

“It’s been my very great plea-
sure to be Mayor this particular 
last year since it was the City’s 
25th Anniversary and there were 
so many memorable events,” 
Herrera said. “I just feel very 
privileged to have been able to 
be the Mayor this year.”

Following Herrera’s presen-
tation, City Manager James 
deStefano gave a presentation 
for the City’s windmill dedication. 
deStefano called the windmill an 
“icon of historical significance” 
based on the City’s agricultural 
history.

After the presentation, the 

CounCil from page 1
City’s schedule of future events 
was listed to include the Holiday 
diamond Ride for free shuttle 
service to and from the diamond 
Bar Shopping Centers through 
Jan. 1, 2015; the Planning Com-
mission on dec. 9; the Traffic 
and Transportation Commission 
meeting on dec. 11; the City 
Council meeting on dec. 16; can-
cellations for the Parks and Rec-
reation meeting on dec. 25 and 
Planning Commission meeting 
on dec. 23; City office closures 
on dec. 24 and 25; holiday tree 
curbside collection program on 
dec. 26; and the Late Night Tran-
sit Pass sale on dec. 30 at 7 p.m. 
at diamond Bar City Hall.

The Council then approved all 
items on its consent calendar, 
including the minutes for the City 
Council meeting on Nov. 18 and 
the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission on Oct. 23; the ratifica-

tion of a check register totaling 
$1,392,233.64; the Treasurer’s 
monthly statement for October; 
the approval of plans and specifi-
cations and establishing a project 
pavement account, waive bid ir-
regularities, and award construc-
tion contract for the 2014-2015 
Community development Block 
Grant Area 2 Sidewalk Installa-
tion Project to TSR Construction 
and Inspection in the amount 
of $124,420 and a contingency 
amount of $31,105; and the ap-
proval for the updated Sanitary 
Sewer Management Plan.

The Council’s public hearing 
item concerning the prohibition of 
medical marijuana dispensaries 
in diamond Bar was continued 
from the Nov. 18 City Council 
meeting due to a lack of votes 
needed for approval.

And the final item of the City 
Council agenda was the consid-

• CVC 22400(a) – driving on 
a highway at such a slow speed 
as to impede or block the nor-
mal and reasonable movement 
of traffic unless the reduced 
speed is necessary for safe 
operation.

The Eastvale traffic team will 
be conducting holiday safe-
ty programs and dUI Check-
points routinely to maintain a 
steady presence and to serve 
as a reminder around the City 
of Eastvale to drive safely and 
be aware of surroundings. The 
Eastvale Police department will 
also continue to conduct en-
forcements around our schools 
to keep children safe and help 
ease traffic congestion.

The Hit-and-Run death of 
Troy davids that happened in 

April 2014 resulted in the arrest 
of Riverside County resident, 
Casey Coltrain. Coltrain, who 
had already been in jail on a 
prior arrest, was initially charged 
with 2nd degree murder and 
hit-and-run. 

As of press time, Coltrain is 
awaiting his preliminary hearing, 
which is expected to take place 
around the second week of de-
cember.  Lt. Michael Yates was 
one of the lead investigators on 
this incident, and he has contin-
ued to follow the case. 

“No family should ever have 
to go through what the davids’ 
have been through, I’m just glad 
that with the community’s help, 
we were able to ensure that 
Coltrain won’t ever hurt anyone 
again,” said Yates.

eration for the open seat vacated 
by councilwoman Chang, which 
would need to be filled within 60 
days of dec. 1.  deStefano said 
the council members must either 
appoint a new council member, 
or hold an election to fill the va-
cancy until Chang’s term is up in 
November 2017.

Since an elect ion would 
cost tax payers approximately 
$150,000, the council members 
were keen on appointing a candi-
date based on applications from 
diamond Bar residents.

“I think it makes greater sense 
to accept applications starting to-
day (dec. 2) through dec. 19…,” 
Herrera said. “We’ll take what we 
got and I would almost venture to 
say that there would be a lot of 
applications.”

Newly minted Mayor Tye said 
he was certain that the Council 
would receive an ample amount 

of applications for the vacancy 
and that saving money for the 
City would be in the best interest 
of all diamond Bar residents.

“I’m leaning toward appoint-
ing someone to fill the position 
because of the high costs for 
a special election,” Tye said. 
“People elect us to make difficult 
decisions, so I think we should 
interview candidates and appoint 
someone ourselves.”

The City Council members 
then approved a motion to accept 
applications through dec. 19 for 
the position, conduct candidate 
interviews, and hold a special 
City Council meeting before Jan. 
30, 2015 to select the new coun-
cil member.

The Council then adjourned 
with plans to meet on dec. 16 at 
the AQMd/Government Center 
Auditorium at 21865 Copley 
drive.

with Ford and their employees, 
have provided at-risk-students 
with resources and support to en-
courage them to make education 
a priority in their lives. In this year 
alone, over 90 Ford employees 
volunteered their time by visiting 
12 Orange County schools to meet 
with students in the program.
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By pastor Mark hopper

There is a 
r e m a r k a b l e 
woman in our 
church family 
who is now in 
her 90s.  Her 
name is Lou-
ise.  

I met her several years ago.  
She is a close friend of a family 
at our church.  She has a vibrant 
personality and a twinkle in her 

eye.  She could play the piano with 
enthusiasm and always enjoyed 
the company of others.

In the last few years of her life, 
she has lived in an assisted living 
facility nearby.  Many people would 
find this discouraging, but Louise 
has a very different attitude.  She 
has impacted the caregivers and 
staff in many ways.  Some would 
stop by to see her even before 
and after their shifts.  She loves 
people and is always finding ways 
to encourage others.

Louise also has a heart for 
prayer.  She faithfully prays for oth-
ers and encourages others to pray, 
too.  Before moving to the care 
home, she always attended the 
small prayer group at our church 
early on Sunday mornings.

Even though her body is wear-
ing out, her mind is sharp and her 
handwriting is steady.  Now that 
she has a breathing tube, Louise 
can no longer speak.  But she still 
communicates by writing notes 
and she can carry on a conversa-

Embracing The Season
By nanCy stoops

Lights are being hung every-
where.  People have a twinkle of 
joy in their eyes.  The air is crisp 
and clean, and I feel filled with 
e x c i t e m e n t 
as I prepare 
to celebrate 
the holidays 
with my loved 
ones.

Ever since I 
was a very little girl, I have really 
enjoyed this time of year.  I love 
the idea of celebrating life and 

this season gives me one more 
reason to do just that.  

I enjoy shopping for gifts and 
taking some long lunches along 
the way with the people I love.  
I enjoy the special flavored cof-
fees this time of year.  I love 
seeing the stores all decorated 
and people just seem to be a 
little kinder to each other, as 
well.

I walked out of my house this 
morning and thought about how 
lucky I am to have such won-
derful people to celebrate with.  
I look forward to the dinners, 

the gift giving, and going away 
on an adventure; but mostly 
just being with all the people 
I love.  

I will have an opportunity to 
take some time off and to really 
embrace the season.  I love 
baking cookies with my son, 
shopping with my loved ones, 
having lots of time with my best 
friend, going out to breakfast 
with my husband, spending 
quality time with mom, and just 
having time to laugh together 
with all the people I love.    

 For me, the season is a 

By daniCe akiyoshi, n.d.

dear dr. Akiyoshi:

I am 86 years old.  I re-
cently had a 
terrible cough 
so my doc-
tor ordered a 
chest X-ray.  
They found 
a very large 
mass on my lung and want to 
do further tests and a biopsy.  
I have declined.  I am in pain 
almost every day with my back 
and I don’t want to deal with 
anything else.  They are sug-
gesting I sign up for Hospice 
care, and that feels like a relief. 
I’m not sure how to tell my 

sons that I don’t want further 
treatment.  I don’t want them to 
be disappointed in me for not 
trying.   I’m tired and this ordeal 
seems like too much to handle 
at this stage of my life.  I’ve had 
a good life and I accept that it’s 
almost over.  Can you suggest 
a way to help them understand 
my feelings?  Thank you.

-Shirley

Hi Shirley:
You are a brave and consid-

erate person.  In my opinion 
you have the right to handle 
your end days as you’ve han-
dled all the days before them.  
If you are not interested in 
any life prolonging procedures 
that might put you in further 

tion in this way.
Louise has a big fan club.  A 

number of friends stop by to 
see her often.   Recently, when I 
stopped by to see her, her friend 
and former pastor, was there, 
too.  I was surprised that she 
had a gift for me.  She gave me 
a book.  I asked her to sign it so I 
can remember who gave it to me.  
With steady, clear handwriting she 
wrote her name in the book.

The purpose of my visit was to 
encourage Louise.  But the result 

of my visit was that I left encour-
aged as well.

Let me encourage you to take 
time to call or visit an older friend 
in your life.  They will appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and you will 
be encouraged, too!

pastor Mark Hopper is from the 
Evangelical Free Church of Dia-
mond bar, 3255 South Diamond 
bar Ave. Sunday services are 9 
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. For more 
information, call (909) 594-7604 
or visit www.efreedb.org.

wonderful opportunity to show 
how much I love the people 
that mean the most to me in this 
world.  I hope you will do the 
same.  I wish you peace and joy 
as you celebrate this wonderful 
time.  I hope you will embrace 
the season and your loved ones 
and remember what this time of 
year is really about.

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  
Nancy is a licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist.  She has 
a private practice in Diamond 
bar and is currently accepting 

new clients.  Nancy is also 
a motivational speaker who 
can inspire your employees or 
group members. She runs free 
family support groups, a group 
on loss for seniors, and groups 
on how to manage anger. For 
more information about any 
of these services, feel free to 
contact Nancy at (909) 229-
0727; or you may e-mail her at 
stoopsshecter@earthlink.net.  
You may purchase Nancy’s 
books, live Heal and Grow and 
Midnight the Therapy Dog at 
Amazon.com.
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pain, that should remain your 
choice.  Tell your sons that 
you’ve been happy with your 
life, but that you’d like to only 
receive treatments that help 
you stay comfortable.  Tell 
them clearly that you do not 
feel compelled to agree to 
anything that is designed to 
prolong your life.  Make a 
kind request that they respect 
your wishes, especially if you 
should reach a point that you 
are unable to speak for your-
self.    Remind them that you 
want to enjoy their company 
now and have no interest in 
arguing about medical proce-
dures.  If you feel unable to 
have this conversation on your 
own, I would be happy to assist 

you.  Warmest Regards,
-danice Akiyoshi, N.d.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-
ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Service. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types of 

issues and concerns. This is 
a letter she received from an 
anonymous reader. To send a 
question to Danice, email her 
at straighttalk@candidcoach-
ingservices.com. You can also 
visit her website at www.can-
didcoachingservices.com.
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PUSd Recognized As digital Education Trailblazer
By Juliette funes

Pomona - Pomona Unified 
School district (PUSd) Super-
intendent, Richard Martinez, 
was recently recognized as a 
leader in integrating technology 
and innovation into the class-
room during the White House’s 
“ConnectEd to the Future” Su-
perintendent’s Summit, where 
more than 100 superintendents 
and educators from across the 
country joined President Obama 
to discuss education, technology 
and the Future Ready Pledge.

 Martinez was invited to par-
ticipate in the day-long Nov. 19 
gathering, which provided exem-
plary Future Ready school chiefs 
the opportunity to discuss digital 
education and learning and ex-
plore promising approaches to 
using technology in the class-
room, an effort that PUSd has 
successfully led.

 “I am proud that Pomona Uni-
fied has been able to stay ahead 
of the pack in our efforts to bring 
technology into the classroom 
and revolutionize learning, en-
suring our students’ success 
and strengthening our rigorous 
and award-winning academic 
program,” Martinez said. “It is 
an honor for our district to be 
recognized nationally for what 
we have been doing to foster 
innovation, digital learning and 
student engagement through the 
effective use of technology.”

 Martinez was among the 
leaders lauded by President 

virtually by 1,200 educational 
leaders nationwide.

 “By signing the Future Ready 
Pledge, I am reiterating my com-
mitment to continue leading a 
culture of empowerment, provid-

ing families universal access to 
powerful digital tools to support 
learning and preparing our chil-
dren for success in college and 
career,” Martinez said.

Obama for offering children 
a world-class education and 
ensuring that technology, cut-
ting-edge software programs 
and digital devices are within 
their reach.

 “We’ve made gains in edu-
cation thanks to the hard work 
of school leaders like you,” 
Obama told the superintendents. 
“dropout rates are down. The 
graduation rate is the highest on 
record. More young people are 
earning college degrees than 
ever before.”

 For several years, PUSd has 
incorporated technology into 
classrooms to equip students 
with 21st Century skills and 
promote an integral part of the 
new Common Core standards 
essential to flourishing in the 
digital world – communication, 
collaboration, creativity and criti-
cal thinking.

 PUSd’s efforts recently 
earned two Golden Bell Awards 
from the California School Boards 
Association for the district’s in-
novative use of technology in 
Early Childhood Education and 
educational excellence at the 
Palomares Academy of Health 
Sciences.

Across the district, every 
PUSd classroom provides In-
ternet access and campus-
wide WiFi is expanding at all 
sites. digital devices such as 
iPads, Chromebooks and lap-
tops are available in PUSd’s 
K-12 schools, creating access, 
equity and excellence in edu-

cational technology. To prepare 
for online Common Core test-
ing, 32 assessment-ready labs 
are being completed. Through 
community partnerships with 
EveryoneOn and Southeast 
Community development Corp., 
PUSd is bridging the digital di-
vide for PUSd families.

 Additionally, PUSd offers 
students career pathways in 
computer science in partner-
ship with Harvey Mudd College 
and Microsoft Corp., as well as 
courses in robotics through Cal 
Poly Pomona. Village Acad-
emy High School offers career 
courses in Film Studies and 
Computer Science/Information 
Technology.

 “You’ve found innovative 
ways to reach your students and 
improve your schools,” President 
Obama said. “In your districts, I 
know there are just extraordinary 
teachers and principals who are 
putting everything they’ve got 
into making sure our kids are 
getting a great education.”

 Obama launched the Con-
nectEd Initiative in 2013. It is a 
five year program that aims to 
provide 99 percent of students 
with high-speed Internet connec-
tivity at the classroom level.

 As part of the summit, the 
President hosted a Future Ready 
blended learning pledge cere-
mony, where Martinez and other 
superintendents who exemplify 
outstanding school leadership 
and strategies formally signed 
the pledge on tablets, joined 

By Mike taylor

Walnut - The Mt. San Antonio 
College Flying Team won the Top 
Two-Year College Team Trophy 
for the 24th consecutive year 
at the National Intercollegiate 
Flying Association’s regional 
competition, hosted recently by 
San diego Christian College at 
Gillespie Airport in San diego. 

Mt. SAC Flying Team Wins Again
“This year marks the 24th 

consecutive year our team has 
won the top community college 
trophy - a truly incredible run,” 
said Mt. SAC Flying Team Advi-
sor and Aeronautics, Professor 
Robert Rogus. 

The 2014 Safety and Flight 
Evaluation Conference (SAFE-
CON) is a competition for univer-
sity and community college flying 

teams. The regional airmeet 
featured flying teams from six 
colleges, including Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University, San Jose 
State University, and the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, with a total of 66 
students competing. 

In addition to the Top Two-Year 
School Award, the Mt. SAC team 
won the Safety Trophy. Indi-
vidually, Sebastian Plaister (San 

dimas) won the instrument flight 
event and ranked sixth as the 
overall competitor at the airmeet. 
Jason Juarez (Ontario) took third 
in the message drop event. 

         Overall, Mt. SAC placed 
fifth with 43 points. The top three 
regional teams receive invitations 
to the national competition.

Over the years, the Mt. SAC 
Flying Team has consistently 

earned top honors as one of the 
best collegiate flying teams in the 
country. The team has won the 
Top Community College trophy 
at the regional competition every 
year since 1991. Mt. SAC has 
won the Top U. S.  Community 
College award at the national 
airmeet in 1984, 1985, 1995, 
2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2007, 
and 2014. 
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