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Staff RepoRtS

Baldwin Park – Sheriff’s Ho-
micide Detectives are continuing 
to assist the Baldwin Park Police 
Department in the investigation 
of circumstances regarding the 
shooting death of a 37-year old 
man in the 3800 block of Cosbey 
Street, in Baldwin Park.  

Detectives have learned that 

Staff RepoRtS

Chino Hills – Chino Hills De-
tectives arrested two men in the 
late hours of Fri., May 1, and ear-
ly morning hours of Sat., May 2, 
in connection with more than 16 
robberies throughout four South-
ern California counties, in which 
the suspect wielded a firearm and 
a machete.

Anthony Edward Oddie, 20, 

IE News

see IE page 8

see OC page 3

see Shooting page 8

see NFL page 10

see Suspect page 8 see Arrest page 10
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Staff RepoRtS

Santa Ana – On Tues., Apr. 
21, a driver was sentenced to 11 
years in state prison for driving 
under the influence of metham-
phetamine and killing a cyclist in 
a hit-and-run crash. 

Sommer Nicole Gonzales, 

Staff RepoRtS

Corona – On Tues., Apr. 
28, the Riverside County West 
Post-Release Accountably and 
Compliance Team (PACT) con-
ducted a Parole, Probation, and 
PRCS compliance sweep in the 
City and unincorporated areas 
of Corona and Norco. 

The operation included Law 

Staff RepoRtS

Pomona – Pomona Police 
Detectives are searching for 
28-year old Pomona resident, 
Francisco Casillas, a known 
gang member wanted in a 
shooting incident that occurred 
in front of Jake’s Market, locat-

ed at 1135 E. Philadelphia Ave. 
on Wed., July 4, 2012.

The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s office has 
filed three counts of attempted 
murder against Casillas in the 
shooting of Atalla Trad, 56, of 
Chino.

Casillas may be avoiding 
capture by using an alias, and 
Pomona Homicide Detectives 
are seeking the public’s as-

Image Courtesy:  LosangeLesFootbaLLstadIum.Com

By ClaiRe lewiS

Carson – So, no NFL teams 
in the Los Angeles area for nigh 
on 20 years, and now there could 
possibly be two stadiums housing 
four teams.  How could this be 
possible?

On Tues., Apr. 21, in a move 
that mimicked what the city of In-
glewood did this past February, 
Carson’s City Council voted 3-0 
to approve a $1.7 billion stadi-
um that will reportedly house the 
Chargers and the Raiders.  And, 
like Inglewood, Carson’s council 

did so without consideration of a 
public vote.

Although 15,000 plan support-
ers signed the initiative (in only 
eight days) in favor of the stadi-

Pomona Police search for 
suspect in 2012 shooting

Detectives arrest two 
suspects in 16 robberies 
than span over four 
SoCal counties

NFL:  Industry Vs. Carson - Game On! 

Wanted: Attempted Murder Suspect

Teen 
Sentenced To 
11 Years
Driver causes fatal 
hit-and-run under the 
influence of Meth

see Mandarin page 8

Mandarin Taste is located at 23391 E. 
Golden Springs Drive, in Diamond Bar.  
For reservations, or more information 
on special entertainment with actress, 
Lipo Li, call (909) 861-1819.  Open daily 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Lipo Li Entertains At Mandarin Taste
By ClaiRe lewiS

Diamond Bar – Mandarin Taste is 
well known in the city of Diamond Bar for 
its delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine, 
but beginning May 1, they will add a very 
special show to entertain guests on Fri-
day evenings.

The beautiful and talented Chinese 

AB109 
Compliance 
Sweep

Photo Courtesy:  Pomona Pd
Attempted Murder Suspect, Fran-
cisco Casillas

SellYourCasa.com
877.888.SOLD

TOTA L  C O M M I S S I O N

F U L L  S E R V I C E

G i l  R i v e r a
REALTOR®

CalBRE #01213587

GRiveraEmail@gmail.comGil Rivera offers a 4% Total Commission 
for Sellers. For more information, call 
(877) 888.SOLD (7653), email GRiver-
aEmail@gmail.com, or visit SellYourCa-
sa.com. Call today for a free market eval-
uation, and see Gil’s ad on page 20.see Rivera page 9

By SaRah SanChez

Southern California – In this day and 
age, it’s important to know all aspects of 
your business. For Gil Rivera from Sell 
Your Casa Realty, he definitely knows ev-
ery aspect of buying and selling a home. 
Rivera is a reliable, experienced, and af-
fordable Realtor, Broker, and Certified Ap-

“Sell Your Casa” With Gil Rivera
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Never Lose 
Hope

By SaRah SanChez 
 
Imagine waking up in a hos-

pital bed to a doctor telling you 
that you are beyond stage IV 
cancer and considered incur-
able...and that you only have 
a few months left to live. How 
would you take this unthinkable 
news? 

Unfortunately, this situation 
happened to a young woman 
named Denielle. Her sister, 
Lizzi, explained that Denielle 
was first diagnosed with stage 
III gastric cancer last Christ-
mas. However, by New Years 
Day, the cancer had spread like 
wildfire into her lymph nodes, 
penetrated her stomach lining, 
and spread through her entire 
abdomen. They had the best 
surgeon in town working on 
her, but unfortunately, he came 
out of surgery with the most 
devastating news. Denielle had 
terminal, stage IV adenocarci-
noma, and was deemed to only 
have a few months left to live.  

This news probably would 
have devastated the average 
person. But Denielle isn’t av-
erage. She is a fighter that 
has been strong and positive 
throughout the entire process, 
specifically saying she was go-
ing to “kick this thing in the butt”. 

Lizzi said, “When we left that 
hospital to come home, she 
would not allow us to leave sad 
or hopeless. She instilled hope 
in the rest of us.” 

Lizzi also explained that De-
nielle has been relying on her 
faith to help her get her through 
this difficult situation. “I don’t 
think a single day has passed 
where her faith in God has 
been tested. And if it has, then 
it was never verbalized,” said 
Lizzi. “With God by her side, 
Denielle is unstoppable.” 

Denielle originally left the 
hospital as a terminal patient. 
The doctors believed that she 
was going home to die because 
she refused to do chemother-
apy to treat her cancer.  But 
Denielle didn’t lose hope. Her 
strength and positivity paid off 
because she is making incred-
ible progress with the natural 
approach she chose. After us-
ing a treatment called Phoenix 
Tears, it appears that Denielle’s 
body is now killing the cancer. 
Doctors across the nation are 
shocked because this has nev-
er been seen before in stage 
IV gastric cancer. Doctors are 
watching her levels in amaze-
ment as she is fully digesting 
food, since she was told she’d 
never be able to digest any-
thing ever again. Doctors orig-
inally said that Denielle would 
only have a few months left to 
live, but two months later, De-
nielle is still here making noth-
ing but progress.      

Denielle is a woman I’ve nev-

er even met and I’ve never even 
spoke to, but she’s an inspiration 
to me and an inspiration to all of 
us. She is someone who looked 
at a devastating situation with a 
different light. She encourages 
us to always be positive in ev-
ery situation, to cherish the life 
we live, to love and encourage 
those around us, and to never 

lose hope, no matter what the 
circumstance is. 

If you feel led to help De-
nielle, there are two ways to do 
so:  1) Denielle recently made 
a bucket list of all the things 
she has always wanted to do. 
To help her financially be able 
to do everything on her list, 
you can donate money through 

PayPal by sending it to de-
niel lesdreamfund@yahoo.
com.  2) Denielle is a positive 
person, but to continue the pos-
itivity, you can write her a let-
ter of encouragement, love, or 
prayer to lift her spirits on any 
difficult days. For any addition-
al information, please email de-
niellesdreamfund@yahoo.com.

“Where there’s hope, 
there’s life. It fills us 
with fresh courage and 
makes us strong again.”
– Anne Frank

Did You Know?
By K.p. SandeR

 
Every time there is a disas-

ter of any magnitude, you can 
count on the American Red 
Cross to be on site, lending 
substantial support in an effort 
to provide relief.  

Founded on May 21, 1881, 
by Clara Barton in Washington 
D.C., the humanitarian organi-
zation is in the business of pro-
viding emergency assistance, 
disaster relief and education to 
Americans in every corner of the 
U.S.  As it has evolved over the 
years, the American Red Cross 
continues to provide relief as well 
as community services for the 
needy, including military mem-
bers and their families.  They 
also serve in the collection, pro-
cessing and distribution of blood 
and blood products, as well as 
provide educational programs 
on disaster preparedness, health 
and safety (including internation-
al relief and development).  The 
American Red Cross is an affil-
iate of the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies.

According to Wikipedia, the 
Red Cross was established in 
Washington D.C., and the na-
tional headquarters itself is a 
National Historic Landmark.  

Founder Barton learned of 
the Red Cross in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, becoming so impas-
sioned with the concept that 
she went to Europe in 1869 and 
became involved in their work. 
She was determined to bring 
the organization home.   

Barton first organized a 
meeting on May 12, 1881, at 
the home of Senator Omar 
Conger (R-MI) with 15 people 
present.  She became the first 

president, and Representative 
William Lawrence (R-OH) be-
came the first vice-president.  
Funding came from John D. 
Rockefeller, the federal govern-
ment, and four other individuals 
for the headquarters, and chap-
ters soon began opening up.

Today, the American Red 
Cross is a network of more 
than 650 chapters dedicated 
to saving lives.  With 30,000 
employees and 500,000 vol-
unteers, they mobilize relief to 
those affected by over 70,000 
disasters each year - including 
fires, floods, hurricanes, torna-
does, earthquakes, transporta-
tion accidents, explosions, and 
much more.  

The American Red Cross 
is not only the largest supplier 
of blood and blood products, 
each year they train millions 
upon millions of individuals in 
life-saving medical skills, and 
exchange more than a million 
emergency messages for U.S. 
military service personnel and 
their families.

American Red Cross founder, Clara Barton
Photo Courtesy:  WIkIPedIa 
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LAW OFFICES OF 
L. DOMINIC CHACON

• Family Law
• Immigration Law
• Corporate Formation
• Criminal Law
• Bankruptcy
• Personal Injury
• Workers Comp

L. Dominic Chacon
Attorney & Counselor at Law

Available 24 Hours

2341 S. Azusa Ave. 
West Covina, CA 91752

210E to 605S to 10E, right at Azusa, 
Azusa and Lamar

Call For Free a Consultation 
Open 24 Hours

LDominicChacon@yahoo.com

Telephone: 
(626) 839-8852 

Fax: 
(626) 839-8013

Teen sentenced to 11 years
OC from page 1

19, of Tustin, pleaded guilty to 
one felony count of vehicular 
manslaughter with gross neg-
ligence while intoxicated, one 
felony count of hit and run with 
death, one misdemeanor count 
of possession of a controlled 
substance, one misdemeanor 
count of use and under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance, 
one misdemeanor count of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance paraphernalia, and a 
sentencing enhancement alle-
gation for fleeing the scene of a 
vehicular manslaughter.

At approximately 6:55 a.m. on 
Feb. 2, 2014, Gonzales drove 
under the influence of metham-
phetamine on Santiago Canyon 
Road, in unincorporated Orange 
County near Loma Ridge Road, 
and veered into the bike lane. 
She struck 21-year old Joseph 
Robinson, who was lawfully rid-
ing his bike within the marked 
bike lane. Gonzales fled the 
scene without stopping to render 
any assistance to the victim or 
reporting the accident. A witness, 
who was driving in the vicinity of 
the hit and run, saw substantial 
damage to Gonzales’ vehicle 
and called 911 to give a descrip-
tion of her car.

Deputies from the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Department 
found the defendant and her 
vehicle approximately 45 min-
utes after the crash in a parking 
lot in Rancho Santa Margarita, 
where damage was observed 
to her car consistent with being 
involved in a serious collision. 
Gonzales displayed objective 
signs of being under the influ-
ence of a controlled substance 
and had methamphetamine and 
a pipe in her possession. The 
defendant later tested positive 
for methamphetamine in her 
blood.

The same witness that re-
ported the defendant’s vehicle 
to police found Robinson se-

verely injured by the side of the 
road. The victim suffered severe 
blunt force trauma and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

At the sentencing, several 
family members and friends of 
the victim delivered emotional 
impact statements to the court. 

The victim’s mother present-
ed a video montage of the victim 
which was played in court.  She 
also talked about how happy her 
son used to be, brought a lot of 
joy to the family, and how every 
special event that happens now 
is bittersweet.  Robinson had 
also recently become engaged.

The victim’s father told the 
court about visiting the scene 
of the crime and imagining how 
his son spent his last moments 
alive on the side of the road. He 
went on to talk about the hole 
that’s left in the family that will 
never be filled and that the only 
consolation is how grateful he is 
to have memories of their time 
spent together.

The victim’s sister said in part, 
“My heart literally hurts when I 
think about my brother, I can’t 
think about him without crying. 
My drive to work takes me right 
past the accident site where his 
ghost bike is still hanging. Every 
morning and night as I pass that 
spot, I tell Joey aloud that I love 
him and cry.”

Sommer Nicole Gonzales, 19, 
sentenced to 11 years.

Photo Courtesy: oCsd
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Staff RepoRtS

La Puente – On Mon., May 
4, Assemblyman Roger Hernán-
dez (D-West Covina) – repre-
senting the 48th District – joined 
members of the Latino Legis-
lative Caucus to honor distin-
guished Latinos from across the 
State making an impact in their 
communities at the 14th Annual 
Latino Spirit Awards Ceremony.  
Blanca Ramirez from the City 
of La Puente was awarded this 
year’s Dynamic Youth Award. 

Blanca Ramirez is a 12-year 
old marathon runner who recent-
ly earned a world record for the 
youngest girl to complete a mar-
athon on each of the world’s sev-
en continents. A third generation 
Mexican-American, Blanca has 
lived in La Puente since the age 
of 4. Blanca tried various sports 
and clubs before ultimately dis-
covering her love of running. 

“Blanca’s discipline and stead-
fast determination is motivating 
individuals around the globe to 
complete their own marathons 
no matter the age.  She is liv-
ing proof that you are never too 
young to make a difference and 
pursue your dreams. We are in-
credibly proud to recognize her 
accomplishments today,” stated 
Hernández. 

While researching world re-

cords, Blanca discovered the title 
for the youngest girl to complete 
a marathon on each of the seven 
continents was held by a 14-year 
old girl. At that moment, Blanca’s 
journey to break that record be-
gan. She completed her feat in 
Antarctica on Feb. 19, after hav-
ing run marathons in the United 
States, Rwanda, New Zealand, 
Paraguay, China, and France. 
Through her running, she hopes 
to bring awareness to Operation 
Smile, a non-profit that provides 
free surgeries to repair cleft pal-
ates and other facial deformities 
for children around the globe. 

Established in 2002, the Lati-
no Spirit Awards honors individ-
uals in a variety of categories 
that range from athletics/sports, 
to public service and human 

rights.  Many of the honorees 
are pioneers in their professions 
and have overcome tremendous 
obstacles, rising to become role 
models and community leaders.  
They serve as a reminder of the 
talent within the state’s diverse 
Latino community and are a 
source of inspiration to all Cali-
fornians.  Blanca Ramirez was 
among seven honorees. 

Hernández proudly serves the 
cities of Azusa, Baldwin Park, 
Bradbury, City of Industry, Covi-
na, El Monte, Glendora, Irwin-
dale, Monrovia, West Covina and 
the unincorporated communities 
of: Bassett, Charter Oak, East Ar-
cadia, Ramona, Royal Oaks and 
Valinda.  Hernández also serves 
as Chair of the Assembly Labor 
and Employment Committee.

La Puente’s Blanca 
Ramirez receives this 
year’s Dynamic Youth 
Award

Assemblyman Hernández Recognizes 
Local Athlete

Assemblyman Roger Hernández with Blanca Ramirez
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$1 Drinks 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless 595-9109
50% Cleaners 444-1111
Allstate Insurance 468-1495
Art Nails 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac 594-2832
Burger King 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels 598-4332
Dollar Tree 468-4850
East West Bank 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning 839-1992
GNC Vitamins 869-7272
International School of Montessori 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse 612-7480
Newen’s Beauty Salon 598-8394
Royal Florist 718-0688
Sake Sushi 594-5221
School Connection 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS 595-1800
Smoke Town 468-5816
Stater Bros. 598-6534
The UPS Store 444-1303
US Taekwondo 595-9222
Vapor Junkies 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers 594-4092
Yummy House 468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

Amar Road

Gr
an

d

MSAC

60 Fwy.

Av
en

ue

57 Fwy.

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut

(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

EXP 5/15/15 EXP 5/15/15 EXP 5/15/15

5/15/15



 Armijo News 5May 2015 COLUMNISTS

784 Nogales St. 
Walnut, CA 

Located at the Alamo Car Wash

626.913.3718626.913.3718

Left Feeling So Powerless
By nanCy StoopS

I have 
worked with 
people that 
have sur-
vived hor-
rific trage-
dy, such as 

rape or molestation.  Having 
something so awful happen to 
you, or somebody you love, 
can leave you feeling so very 
powerless.  It leaves you feel-
ing very fearful and as if you 
have no power at all.  

My power in the suicide and 
murder in my family was in the 
way I chose to respond.  This is 
true for anybody that has been 
through any type of unimag-
inable situation. We can make 
a conscious choice to not let it 
steal our lives from us.  There is 
so much guilt and shame in rape 
and molestation, and some-
times, being the one left alive 
when somebody you love has 

died.  We suffer from something 
called survivor’s guilt, but we 
have nothing to feel guilty about. 

People tend to blame them-
selves when something really 
terrible happens to them.  The 
truth is, they are the victim - but 
they need to do something with 
all of that anger.  

If you are in this situation, 
try really hard to forgive your-
self for whatever lie you tell 
yourself about what you did to 
make this terrible thing happen 
to you.  Take back your power 
by refusing to let this horrible 
thing ruin your life.  Go and get 
help to work through it.  Don’t 
be ashamed or embarrassed 
about being victimized.  Tell 
your story and report the crime, 
and maybe you will help some-
one else avoid becoming a vic-
tim.  The crime against you was 
horrible enough, so don’t pun-
ish yourself for being attacked.

Make today the day that you 
stop living like a victim and stop 

blaming yourself.  Today brings 
an opportunity to get help and 
to regain power over your life.  

I promise you that you have 
the strength to work through 
this and to set yourself free!

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  
Nancy is a licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist.  She 
has a private practice in Dia-
mond Bar and is currently ac-
cepting new clients; she is also 
a motivational speaker who 
can inspire your employees or 
group members.  Nancy runs 
free family support groups, 
including a group on loss for 
seniors, and groups on how to 
manage anger. For more in-
formation about any of these 
services feel free to contact her 
at (909) 229-0727, or via email 
at nancyjstoops@verizon.net.  
Nancy’s books, “Midnight the 
Therapy Dog,” and “Live, Heal 
and Grow,” are available at Am-
azon.com.

Grocery Shopping

Straight Talk With Danice

By paStoR MaRK hoppeR

W h e n 
I was in 
college, I 
worked at 
a local gro-
cery store.  
My first job 

was bagging groceries, but later I 
was promoted to cashier.  In addi-
tion, I was assigned to restock the 
shelves in one section of the store.

It was exciting to be a cashier.  
I had to learn how to cash checks 
and make change when people 
paid in cash.  There were no 
credit or debit cards back then.

I also had to learn to weigh the 
fruits and vegetables. One prob-
lem was that I was not familiar 
with a lot of them. At our house, 
I was raised on meat and pota-

By daniCe aKiyoShi, n.d.

Dear Dr. 
Akiyoshi:

My room-
mate be-
longs to a 
church that 
reminds me 

of a gang.  They try to get him to 
teach classes, conduct religious 
meeting in people’s homes, 
knock on doors, and make and 
take phone calls regarding oth-
ers joining the church. He’s po-
litely told them that he doesn’t 
have that kind of time to dedicate 
to those tasks.  If he refuses, they 
show up at our apartment and try 
to intimidate him, saying since 
he’s behind on his tithing he has 
an obligation to do all of these 
other things.  I have watched him 
give in three times.  He is one of 
the nicest people I’ve ever met, 
so last week I called them goons 
to their faces and told them to 
get out of our house and to nev-

toes.  The only vegetables we 
had were usually green beans 
or corn.  The only things I knew 
were the bananas, red apples, 
lettuce and tomatoes.

I was at a distinct disadvan-
tage when it came to identifying 
a lot of fruit and vegetables.  Of-
ten I would have to ask a cus-
tomer what kind they had in their 
cart.  I noticed worried looks on 
many faces. 

I’m sure it is a lot easier to be 
a cashier in a grocery store to-
day.  The registers are computer-
ized.  The scales are electronic.  
They have bar code scanners. 
The fruits and vegetables usu-
ally have stickers with codes on 
them,  Today we can even use 
the self-checkout line if we want.

There is a verse in the Bible 
that says that God has given us 

er knock on our door again.  This 
is my house, too, and I shouldn’t 
have to tolerate bullies push-
ing their way in.  Now he is de-
pressed, fearing that his family 
will hear about it and be upset.  
They belong to this church, too. 
He’s even asked me to call these 
bullies and apologize for being 
rude.  I won’t do it.  My roommate 
is a really nice guy, but I wonder 
if it’s time for me to move.

-Jack S.
Hi Jack:
Your roommate is nice.  In my 

opinion, he is TOO NICE.  He 
should not allow his personal 
choices to bleed over and into 
his roommate’s home life.  Make 
it clear that bullies are not wel-
comed by you in any capacity.  If 
the two of you are unable to come 
to an agreement on this, and get 
on the same page, give him 30 
days notice and move out.  It 
sounds like the poor guy has no 
personal power and is unable 
to stand up for himself.  That’s a 

food to be enjoyed when it is re-
ceived with thanksgiving (I Timo-
thy 4:3-4).  I know there are more 
fruits and vegetables in most 
grocery stores than I can name.  
The varieties seem endless.

We should be thankful for the 
farmers that grow them and the 
grocers that sell them.

The next time you go grocery 
shopping, I hope you will say 
thanks to the hard working peo-
ple who work there.  And, the 
next time you are eating dinner 
with your friends or family, make 
sure you finish your vegetables!

Pastor Mark Hopper is from 
the Evangelical Free Church of 
Diamond Bar, 3255 South Dia-
mond Bar Ave. Sunday services 
are 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. For 
more information, call (909) 594-
7604 or visit www.efreedb.org.

shame.  Keep in mind that getting 
out of this trap is an inside job for 
him.  He has to make the tough 
decisions and do it for himself.  
Religion is a huge subject.  I don’t 
think you stand much of a chance 
of correcting this problem if he’s 
already asking you to call and 
apologize.  Wish him luck and 
ask him if he thinks he can get a 
new roommate in 30 days.  If he 
feels he can’t, kindly give him 60 
days, but be firm and move on.  
Take care, and good luck.

-Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.
Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-

ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Service. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types of 
issues and concerns. This is 
a letter she received from an 
anonymous reader. To send a 
question to Danice, email her 
at straighttalk@candidcoach-
ingservices.com. You can also 
visit her website at www.candid-
coachingservices.com.
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407
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Baldwin park shooting investigation

on Mon., Apr. 20 at approximate-
ly 8:19 p.m., Baldwin Park Police 
Officers responded to the loca-
tion regarding a “shots fired” call.  
When they arrived, they found 
the victim lying on the front lawn 
with apparent gunshot wounds.  

The victim was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

According to witnesses, two 
male Hispanics were seen run-
ning northbound on Earl Avenue, 
from Cosbey Street, toward Ra-
mona Boulevard. 

Part of the investigation led 
detectives to an address in the 
13200 block of Earl Avenue. The 

L.A. County Sheriff’s Department 
Special Enforcement Bureau ex-
ecuted a search warrant at the 
location and several people were 
detained.  There have been no 
arrests made at this time. The in-
vestigation is active and ongoing.    

Anyone with information 
about this incident is encour-
aged to contact the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department’s 
Homicide Bureau at (323) 890-
5500.  If you prefer to provide 
information anonymously, you 
may call “Crime Stoppers” by 
dialing (800) 222-TIPS (8477), 
or texting the letters TIPLA plus 
your tip to CRIMES (274637), or 
by using the website http://lac-
rimestoppers.org.

Shooting from page 1

AB109 compliance sweep
IE from page 1

enforcement personnel from 
West PACT, Central PACT, 
East PACT, Corona Police Flex 
Team and the Riverside Coun-
ty Gang Task Force Regions 7 
and 8. 

In total, the teams served 38 
Probation, Parole, and AB109 
compliance searches. The op-
eration resulted in 22 arrests 
including 15 felony adult arrests 
and 7 misdemeanor arrests. 
The arrests included felony ar-
rest warrants and various nar-
cotics and weapons violations. 

With the implementation of 
AB109, the burden of supervi-
sion responsibilities for many 

offenders released from state 
prison and state parole has 
shifted to the probation depart-
ment. In an effort to improve 
oversight and accountability 
for this population, Riverside 
County is working in collabora-
tion with local law enforcement 
agencies to enforce terms of su-
pervision and actively pursue of-
fenders who are non-compliant 
with their terms of release with 
the goal of reducing crime in our 
local communities. 

The mission of West PACT 
is to conduct compliance 
checks on designated Post Re-
lease Community Supervision 
(PRCS), subjects on Split Sen-
tence and Mandatory Supervi-
sion.

David & Margaret Youth and Family Services 

By Julie GRiffith 
 
La Verne - Yvonne first ran 

away from the foster care home 
of her aunt at age 14, which she 
entered after her mother’s death 
in a car accident. Although she 
lived with relatives, there was 
little concern for her.  Her aunt 
was too busy raising her own four 
children, and resented another 
child in the home. Running away 
with only $23 in hand, Yvonne 
was soon spotted by police, who 
turned her over to the child wel-
fare system.

Two years and three run-away 
episodes later, Yvonne entered a 
group foster care home for girls. 
One week after her 18th birthday, 
however, Yvonne’s caseworker 
came to the home and told her 
that she was too old to be there 
anymore. She was handed cab 
fare and the address to a wom-
en’s shelter.

“There are thousands of young 
people like Yvonne in our commu-
nities: foster children who reach 
age 18, become adults and begin 
‘aging out’ of the foster care sys-
tem, ready or not – and most of 
them are not,” says Charles Rich, 
Executive Director of David & Mar-

garet Youth and Family Services 
in La Verne. “There are opportuni-
ties for some to stay in the system 
and live in an apartment under the 
supervision of a social worker until 
they turn 21, but the demand for 
these living arrangements vastly 
outstrips the supply.”

Last year alone, more than 
2,300 Los Angeles County fos-
ter youth “aged out” of the foster 
care system, some of which went 
to live with relatives or friends.  A 
number of them will wear out their 
welcome and end up back in the 
streets or in some type of shelter, 
and look for more secure housing.  
Ideally, all those who don’t have a 
secure living situation to move to 
when they do have to exit the sys-
tem, would be placed into some 
kind of an independent living situ-
ation, but there are simply too few 
of those living units available.  

“Most parents understand how 
challenging it is in today’s world 
for an 18- to 21-year-old to get an 
education, secure and hold a job, 
make a home and begin building 
a family, even with strong fam-
ily support,” says Arun Tolia, the 
agency’s incoming Board of Di-
rectors President. “Few youth at 
this age are ready to face the eco-
nomic and social trials awaiting 
them, and studies indicate that on 
average, most young Americans 
do not achieve true financial inde-
pendence until age 26.”

For more than 30 years, David 
& Margaret has provided some 
level of services for youth who are 
transitioning out of foster care but 
have little or no family support. The 
agency launched its Transition-
al Living and Care Program nine 
years ago as a non-residential 
program helping youth take on all 

the challenges of living in today’s 
society. And this past January, 
David & Margaret took its most 
ambitious step yet toward help-
ing transitional age youth set out 
on the path to self sufficiency by 
breaking ground on a project more 
than seven years in the making. 

To help meet these challeng-
es, the 105-year old agency is 
creating three new facilities on its 
18-acre property. One is an apart-
ment complex that will provide 25 
permanent supportive homes 
for these youth: three two-story 
buildings in a garden-like setting, 
featuring a community center for 
residents, which will be open to 
placements for youth from Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, and 
other surrounding counties.

Importantly, the agency’s ex-
pansion project includes a Youth 
Work Force Training Center to 
provide training opportunities for 
these youth, who can move to-
ward self-reliance by working and 
gaining skills in a real on-site store 
and café. A training lab will provide 
a place to focus on independent 
living skills and job readiness.

There also will be a Transitional 
Youth Resource Center in reno-
vated space in an adjacent exist-
ing building providing these youth, 
particularly those living in off-cam-
pus apartments, with a safe place 
to hang out with their peers. Staff 
will have offices there, allowing 
accessibility to youth for support, 
coaching and training. 

It takes a village to complete 
such an ambitious undertaking, 
and David & Margaret is seek-
ing to partner with a wide range 
of local businesses to provide 
mentoring, internships, possible 
job placements, and foundations, 
businesses and individuals who 
can help fund the remaining $3.7 
million of the project. The capital 
campaign includes an endow-
ment to provide for other needs, 
such as renovating the agency’s 
residential cottages, upgrading 
technology, and remodeling offic-
es to maximize resources.

For more information on all of 
the benefits of David & Margaret 
Youth and Family Services, and 
the Cedar Springs expansion 
project, contact the David & Mar-
garet Development Department 
at (909) 596-5921, ext. 3226, or 
visit www.DavidandMargaret.org.

Expansion to help set 
former Foster Youth on a 
path toward self reliance

Photo Courtesy:  davId & margaret youth and FamILy servICes

More foundations for the Cedar Springs Apartment Homes being poured 
as framing continues.

Wanted: 
Attempted 
Murder Suspect

sistance in locating him.  The 
suspect is known to frequent 
the City of Pomona, as well as 
Colorado and Hawaii.

Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is en-
couraged to contact the Po-
mona Police Department at 
(909) 620-2085. If you prefer 
to provide information anony-
mously, you may call “Crime 
Stoppers” at (800) 222-TIPS 
(8477). 

Suspect from page 1

Lipo Li at 
Mandarin 
Taste

actress, Lipo Li, will be visit-
ing Mandarin Taste for a limit-
ed engagement.  Li gets rave 
reviews for her performance 
of Face Changing, a magical 
dance.  Face Changing is part 
of a three-century-old theatrical 
tradition that originated in the 
Sichuan Province of China.  In 
the performance, each rapid 
face change represents a differ-
ent character in Chinese opera, 
and each character assumes 
a unique body posture, stance 
and gait.

“I am delighted and honored 
to bring the traditional Chinese 
performing art of Face Changing 
to the Asian American, as well as 
mainstream communities,” says 
Li.  “Through my performances, I 
wish to further introduce and pro-
mote Chinese cultural heritage 
and further enrich the cultural di-
versity in Los Angeles.”

Li is a graduate of the Sichuan 
Province Art Institute, and has 
performed on many stages, tele-
vision programs and movies.

Don’t miss the opportuni-
ty to see this amazing cultural 
performance, and take ad-
vantage of a wonderful dining 
experience.  With delicious 
food, great service and a fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere, it’s no 
wonder customers return again 
and again.  Mandarin Taste 
has been in business for more 
than 31 years and is a favorite 
among locals.     

From the popular Cham-
pagne Sunday Brunch to the 
new Friday entertainment, and 
everything in between – even 
orders to go! – Mandarin Taste 
invites you to visit for a taste of 
China.  Specializing in Honey 
Walnut Shrimp, Fried Dump-
lings and Sizzling Rice Soup, 
there is something for every-
one.

For more information, call 
Mandarin Taste at (909) 861-
1819, or just stop by their loca-
tion at 23391 E. Golden Springs 
Drive, in Diamond Bar.

Mandarin from page 1
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Spectators or Participants?
By feliCia oBlea

There’s no denying the Infor-
mation Technology Revolution 
has changed the way we live. The 
Internet has brought us Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, Snap-
Chat and other “social network-
ing” applications that claim to help 
keep us connected with the ones 
we love and the world around us - 
but in what sense? Sure, we may 
know what’s going on out there, 
but how many of us have turned 
into spectators instead of partici-
pants due to the preoccupation of 
“staying in the loop?”

It could be argued that tech-
nology and the Internet is one 
of the biggest normative histo-
ry-graded influences of our gen-
eration. Larry D. Rosen, PhD, 
claims, “Young kids look at tech-
nology the way I look at air… It’s 
not just a tool to them, they sleep 
with it, they wake up with it, and 
it’s part of their world.”

Rosen’s study on the relation-
ship between the study habits of 
middle and high school kids in 
association with how often they 
checked their phone/Facebook 
during that study time, shows 
these distractions caused stu-
dents to get worse grades than 
those that stuck to their school-
work until finished. That’s just the 
tip of the iceberg. People have be-
come so interested in what others 
are doing that they seem to have 
a hard time completing their own 
tasks and living their own lives.

Are people more comfortable 
interacting with a screen than 
with other people? What affect 
might this have on their socio-
emotional development? Next 
time you’re out and about, take a 
look around. What do you see? 
So many people have their eyes 
glued to their phone that they’re 

missing the people, the sights, 
the sounds, and the potential so-
cial interaction all around them. 
They’re being what this gener-
ation likes to call “social,” but to 
the outside world (at least the 
ones that aren’t glued to their 
own phone long enough to no-
tice) they’re looking pretty antiso-
cial. High school and college is 
where people develop interper-
sonal skills for the job force, but 
these days more and more peo-
ple seem to be just fine in their 
own little bubble.

Going further, in the article 
“Facebook Makes Us Sadder 
and Less Satisfied, Study Finds,” 
researchers tested the influence 
Facebook had on the happiness 
of the participants and found 
that, overall, Facebook “led to 
declines in moment-to-moment 
happiness and overall life sat-
isfaction.” However, that same 
study showed that when people 
felt lonely, they would turn to 
Facebook anyway.  

People are becoming addict-
ed to comparison. It’s easy to 
become unhappy with your own 
life when you see how exciting 
everyone else’s life is. Are they 
forgetting that people only pres-
ent their best? 

It turns out there is a solution 
to these empty, lonely feelings we 
sometimes get from Social Media 
– it’s called human interaction. Di-
rect interaction with other people 
actually makes a person feel bet-
ter. We are made for real commu-
nity, and face-to-face interaction. 
It’s a beautiful thing.

“People so often whip out their 
cameras - almost mindlessly - to 
capture a moment, to the point 
that they are missing what is 
happening right in front of them,” 
said Linda Henkel of Fairfield 
University in Connecticut.  

Instagram, SnapChat and 
other photo sharing apps are 
gaining ground in Social Media. 
Are we so desperate to show the 
world what we’re doing (or eat-
ing), that once we get the perfect 
picture to share we stop normal 
participation in order to prove to 
the world that we live exciting 
lives (not to mention letting our 
food get cold!)?

Please, let’s think about this. 
Are we becoming so involved in 
the World Wide Web that we are 
missing out on what’s happening 
in our own community? Although 
there are many benefits to Social 
Media, let’s not forget to stop and 
smell the roses once in a while.

Photo Courtesy:  googLe Images

Rivera from page 1

“Sell your casa” with Gil 
Rivera

praiser. 
Rivera sells houses, condos, 

and two- to four-unit investment 
properties in Los Angeles, Or-
ange, San Bernardino and Riv-
erside Counties. He also does 
real estate appraisals for banks, 
estates, taxes, trusts, divorces, 
attorneys, refinances, and home 
purchases.  Rivera also has as-
sistants that work with him who 
are fluent in Spanish and Chi-
nese, which helps him to reach 
people of different dialects all 
over Southern California.  

Rivera is in his 21st year of 
business and he has sold homes 
in 26 different cities throughout 
Southern California, so his cov-
erage area is expansive. 

Says Rivera, “I can do this 
because I appraise homes in so 
many different cities and have 
the knowledge and expertise as-
sociated with your marketplace. 
Give me an opportunity and you 
will surely be happy you did!”  

In Feb. 2013, Rivera listed a 
home in Monterey Park worth 
$470,000. Rivera received 53 of-
fers in seven days, and sold the 
property for $515,000. 

Rivera’s philosophy is to “treat 
my clients the way I want to be 
treated.” In fact, Rivera said that 
he became a Realtor because 
he did not like the way his Re-
altor treated him when he was 
buying his home. Rivera shows 
respect for his clients at all times. 
He listens to what they say, so 
that he can better serve them. 

Rivera also does not push his 
Buyers into a sale. Rivera said, 
“I always tell Buyers: ‘You will 

know right away when we walk 
into the house that’s meant for 
you.’ Whether it takes a week or 
months, my Buyers will always 
be satisfied with their purchase 
and never pressured into it.”

Rivera’s Sellers love the fact 
that he offers a discounted com-
mission, but with full service. Ri-
vera offers a 4% Total Commis-
sion for Sellers, which includes 
2.5% to the Buyer’s Agent and 
1.5% to Rivera’s office. Most Re-
altors negotiate a 6% commis-
sion because they have to split 
the fees with their brokerage. 
But, Rivera passes on the sav-
ings to the Seller. This will save 
Sellers thousands of dollars in 
commission fees.

Rivera’s team offers full ser-
vice for that discounted rate, 
including high quality flyers, pro-
fessional photos, open houses 
(as allowable by the Seller), and 
extended advertising coverage 
on the Internet and social media. 

Rivera absolutely loves what 
he does. He loves selling homes 
to Buyers because he helps fulfill 
their dreams of home ownership. 
His favorite part of selling homes 
to is transferring the keys to the 
excited new owners.  Rivera also 
loves selling homes for Sellers, 
because he enjoys the unique-
ness that each property offers 
and selling the positive attributes 
of the home. 

Rivera says, “Many agents 
spend their time showing hous-
es….I SELL them!”

For more information, call 
(877) 888.SOLD (7653), email 
GRiveraEmail@gmail.com, or 
visit SellYourCasa.com. Call to-
day for a free market evaluation, 
and see Gil’s ad on page 20.

Place your 
 ad in the 

 SGV News
Call now!

(909) 464-1200
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784 N. Nogales • Walnut
(1 Block South of Amar Road)

(800) 95-CAR WASH
(626) 965-7922

We Are Now a 100%
HAND WASH

Mon - Sat:
 8:00am - 6:30pm

Sun:
 8:00am - 5:30pm

OIL CHANGE, LUBE
& OIL FILTER

14 Pt. Oil Change & Lube

$3099
+ tax

Up to 5 qts. of oil with this 
coupon

+ $2 Xtra bottled oil
+ Hazard Waste Dues

One coupon per customer. Expires 4-30-15

(626) 965-6032 Expires 4-30-15

FREE
Full Service
Hand Wash

Express Wash
$695

EXP 6/15/15

EXP 6/15/15

EXP 6/15/15

Chino Hills detectives arrest two

of Chino Hills, and Richard Go-
mez-Quiroz, 20, of Riverside, 
were each taken into custody on 
a $1 million arrest warrant after 
an extensive investigation span-
ning nearly two months.

The series of robberies began in 
Chino Hills, and spanned through-
out neighboring cities and counties.  
Oddie and Gomez-Quiroz robbed 
more than 16 convenience stores 
throughout the cities of Chino 
Hills, Artesia, Fountain Valley, Dia-
mond Bar, Riverside, Santa Ana, 
Orange and Newport Beach, of-
ten returning to a store more than 
once during the series.  Chino Hills 
stores were victimized a total of six 
times, with a Circle K and Pizza Hut 
each getting hit twice.

Oddie routinely entered the 
store wearing a hooded sweat-
shirt, bandana, surgical mask, 
gloves and a hat while wielding a 
handgun, later determined to be 
an airsoft gun, and a machete. 
He would demand money from 
the cash register and threaten the 
clerks to not call the police.

Gomez-Quiroz drove Oddie to 
the string of robberies and parked 
in obscure locations in order to 

not be detected by surveillance 
cameras at the target stores. The 
suspects would often rob up to 
four locations in one night in var-
ious cities. 

Chino Hills Detectives collabo-
rated with Investigators from Los 
Angeles and Riverside County 
Sheriff’s Departments, as well as 
Investigators from Fountain Val-
ley, Santa Ana, Orange, Newport 
Beach and Artesia Police Depart-
ments. Investigators shared infor-
mation and intelligence surround-
ing their respective cases in an 
effort to apprehend the suspects. 

Chino Hills Detectives took the 
lead on the investigation since the 
majority of the robberies were com-
mitted in their city. Detectives con-
ducted a very thorough investigation 
and were able to obtain $1 million 
arrest warrants for each suspect. 

With the assistance of the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Spe-
cialized Enforcement Division, 
Oddie and Gomez-Quiroz were 
taken into custody without inci-
dent. Oddie was located and ar-
rested late Friday evening at his 
place of work in the 1500 block 
of E. 2nd Street in Beaumont, 
and Gomez was arrested in a 
parking lot at the corner of Chino 
Hills Parkway and Pipeline Ave-

nue around 0100 hours Saturday 
morning. 

Search warrants were execut-
ed on Oddie’s house, and Go-
mez-Quiroz’s house and car. De-
tectives recovered the simulated 
handgun, gloves, distinct clothing, 
hat, bag and bandanas used during 
the robberies. U.S. currency consis-
tent with the amounts taken in the 
most recent robbery in Orange was 
also located and recovered, as well 
as other evidence linking the sus-
pects to the string of robberies. 

Oddie and Gomez-Quiroz 
were booked into the West Valley 
Detention Center in lieu of $1 mil-
lion bail each. 

Investigators throughout the 
respective agencies affected by 
the robbery spree will continue to 
collaborate in an effort to pursue 
criminal action in the various juris-
dictions. Throughout the course 
of the investigation, Chino Hills 
Detectives learned there may be 
other robberies in other cities not 
listed above. Investigators are 
seeking information from other 
law enforcement agencies, or 
the public, on other similar cases. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call (909) 364-2000, or utilize 
the anonymous forum of We-Tip 
at 1-800-78-CRIME. 

Arrest from page 1

NFL:  Industry vs. Carson

um, perhaps the public vote is 
obvious.  News reports say that 
NFL fans dressed in team jerseys 
crowded into Carson’s council 
chambers to applaud the news. 

Not to put the cart before the 
horse, but little things like mon-
ey, timelines, land use, taxes, 
developers, designs, and much 
more, will need to be worked 
out.  The initiative reportedly says 
no tax dollars will be used for 
the long-vacant 168-acre parcel 
along the 405 Freeway (which is 
apparently a former landfill under 
environmental refurbishment at 
this time). Carson has released a 
report with few details.  

While Goldman Sachs will lead 
the investment part of the project, 
the City says, “The difference be-
tween making and losing mon-
ey hinges on $1.4 million a year 
in federal housing funds the city 
could lose if room can’t be found 
elsewhere for more than 1,500 
housing units that were originally 
planned for the stadium site.”

Meanwhile, on Jan. 5, Rams’ 
owner, Stan Kroenke, announced 
his plans to incorporate an 
80,000-seat sports stadium into a 

multipurpose entertainment ven-
ue on the former Hollywood Park 
racetrack site.  Shortly thereafter 
the Inglewood City Council ap-
proved the $1.86 billion stadium, 
perhaps coaxing the St. Louis 
Rams, as well as another team, 
to return to Los Angeles.  

Officials from Hollywood Park 
Land Company say the proposed 
stadium will come to fruition 
whether an NFL team makes the 
move to the Greater Los Angeles 
area, or not.  Kroenke’s venture 
does not guarantee anything.  It 
could mean a move for the Rams 
or simply a capital venture for bil-
lionaire Kroenke. 

While NFL Commissioner, 
Roger Goodell, previously said 
that the league would not support 
a team relocation for the 2015 
season, it seems a bit of a moot 
point since a project of this mag-
nitude wouldn’t be completed 
until the 2016, or even 2017 sea-
son.  Mayhap a bright, shiny, new 
stadium – or two - will change his 
mind.

NFL stadium ventures in the 
Los Angeles area have come and 
gone in the past.  Now it looks like 
we have approval for two of them.  
The How, Who and When remain 
to be seen.

NFL from page 1
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WVUSD Board Recognizes Super Stars
By Kelli Gile

walnut - Walnut Valley’s Board 
of Trustees honored stellar students 
and dedicated community mem-
bers during the April 15 meeting.

Evergreen Elementary 5th 
Grader, Amber Wang, was hon-
ored with the Super Star Stu-
dent Award. 

Wang won the Scary Story 
Contest sponsored by the San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune. She 
plays the flute and performed 
with an erhu, a traditional Chi-
nese instrument, during the tal-
ent show. Wang is also a team 
player in the robotics program. 
For Famous American Day, 
Wang dressed up as Steve Jobs 
and convinced everyone to go 
out and buy Apple products. 

Two committed community 
members received the school’s 
Partner in Education Award.

Lynette Marantz has been a 
dedicated Evergreen volunteer 
for the past 15 years. She’s filled 
nearly every position in Commu-
nity Club, helped organize the 
Talent Show, Walk-a-Thon, and 
served as president of the Com-
munity Club the past two years.

Hailey Shi is a talented for-
mer Evergreen student who 
donated her time and talents 
to paint a “giving tree” mural to 
recognize generous Community 
Club donations. She credits her 
elementary teachers for recog-

nizing and encouraging her ar-
tistic talents.  Shi is now a fresh-
man at Diamond Bar High.

South Pointe Middle School 
6th Grader, David Perez, re-
ceived the Super Star Student 
Award.  Although life is some-
times filled with challenges, this 
positive young man chooses to 
address adversity with a smile.

“He spreads joy wherever he 
goes!” Principal Susan Arzola said. 

South Pointe’s Community 
Club Treasurer, Dr. Vivian Lu, 
was honored with the Partner in 
Education Award. Dr. Lu is also 
a dentist, who helped someone 
at the school suffering from an 
acutely abscessed tooth. Dr. Lu 
treated the infection and made 
school visits to ensure that her 
directions were followed. She 
provided thousands of dollars in 
additional dental care to ensure 
the person no longer suffered. 

“Dr. Lu not only takes care of 
our students and makes sure 
our finances are in order, but she 
is generous with her time, skills 
and compassion,” Arzola stated.

Parent volunteer, Kelly Eazor, 
received the Partner in Educa-
tion Award. Eazor recently lent 
her creativity to decorate the 
reception and organize a photo 
display for South Pointe’s 25th 
anniversary party. She creat-
ed the backdrops for the Little 
Mermaid production, saving the 
school thousands of dollars. 

Eazor even sells nachos after 
school to support the perform-
ing arts program. 

Diamond Bar High School’s 
South Asian Parents Association 
(SAPA) co-presidents, Lubna Ak-
bany and Archana Verma, received 
the Partner in Education Award.

“Lubna and Archana have 
been able to unite people of all 
races and creeds in support of 
our most valuable resources – 
our children,” Principal Catherine 
Real said. “The characteristics of 
compassion, intelligence, and vi-
sion are all wrapped up in these 
wonderful examples of humanity 
and volunteerism,” she added.

Diamond Bar High senior, 
Ruben Reyes, received the Su-
per Star Senior Award.  He has 
been accepted at both Stanford 
and Harvard. 

Reyes’ accolades include ten 
AP classes, class officer all four 
years, Best Buddies Club pres-
ident, and a member of nation-
al organization, yearbook staff, 
and varsity cross country and 
track athlete. He is described 
by teachers as a humble-ser-
vant leader who always puts the 
needs of others first.

The DBHS Varsity Girls Golf 
Team and coach, Tony McCabe, 
were recognized for their extraor-
dinary achievement of winning 
the CIF State Championship. 

The DBHS Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) 
Club was voted as the “Most Pro-
fessional Chapter” in 2015, out of 
280 chapters at the annual con-
ference. More than 200 student 
delegates elected member Crys-
tal Chang as a state officer for the 
2015-2016 school year.

The DBHS Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) 
Club and advisor, Ty Watkins, 
were honored with certificates 
of recognition. The chapter has 
grown in the last nine years from 
only four members to nearly 
300 chapter members. The club 
successfully vied in numerous 
competitive events at the 2015 
Inland Section Conference.

24 young artists were recog-
nized as winners of the 2015 
Music K-8 Magazine Cover 
Contest.  Music Specialist, Judy 
Brunelle, introduced the talent-
ed elementary students who re-
ceived certificates of recognition 
and color prints of their artwork. 

This year’s top WVUSD win-
ner is Westhoff Elementary 5th 
Grader, Madison Hsieh, 7th Place 
Runner-Up.

Congratulations to all of 
WVUSD’s Super Stars!
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Evergreen parent volunteer, Lynette Marantz, was awarded the Partner in Education Award (shown with family 
members, Principal Carolyn Wills, and Board President Larry Redinger).

Prior water conservation 
efforts net campus a 
30 percent reduction in 
water use

Mt. SAC Backs Water 
Conservation Plan

By MiKe tayloR

Walnut - Coming on the 
heels of Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
mandatory water reduction 
plan, Mt. San Antonio College 
is in the process of initiating 
its own plan that could realize 
a reduction in water use at the 
college of up to 50 percent over 
a ten-year period. The current 
water conservation master plan 
is actually a continuation of 
campus efforts to reduce water 
use that began in 2007. 

“Our programs are driven by 
cost savings, which are consid-
erable, but also by the knowl-
edge that as a large institution 
in the San Gabriel Valley, we 
must be smart and responsible 
in how we manage all of the 
earth’s valuable resources,” 
said Mt. SAC Administrative 
Services Vice President, Mi-
chael Gregoryk. 

Reclaimed water use, land-
scaping redesign, improved 
irrigation systems, the use of 
technology, and the addition of 
two new wells all figure highly 
in Mt. SAC’s multifaceted wa-
ter conservation master plan. 
With the plan, the college is 
looking at saving an additional 
100 acre-feet of water per year 
when it is fully implemented. An 
acre-foot of water is 325,851 
gallons. 

One part of the plan will look 
at replacing turf areas on cam-
pus with California native land-
scapes, which require much 
less water. In some areas, arti-
ficial surfaces may be an option 
as well. 

An extension of the campus’ 
computerized irrigation control 
system is also on the table. The 
system reduces water waste by 
adjusting irrigation times and 
frequency according to tem-
perature, winds, and humidi-
ty data. The campus already 
uses a computerized irrigation 
system for the main campus 
areas. The system expansion 
would include the farm pasture 
and rangelands. 

On the 421-acre campus, 
the Mt. SAC farm comprises 
75 acres. Athletic fields take 
up 18 acres, and 22 acres are 
devoted to the college’s wildlife 
sanctuary. Another 40 acres 
are rangeland for grazing. All of 
these areas have traditionally 
required irrigation or other wa-
ter use. 

But potential partnerships 

with local agencies for re-
claimed water to use on pas-
ture land are expected to make 
a big difference as the college 
moves from potable water to 
reclaimed water sources to ir-
rigate rangeland and athletic 
fields. 

Mt. SAC is also looking at 
adding two new wells to the 
existing three campus wells 
that will result in up to 60 acre-
feet of water savings per year 
and will be used for irrigation of 
farm pastures and rangeland. 
The addition of two new wells 
will have a huge impact on the 
conservation effort. 

Other strategies to achieve 
the water conservation goals 
include drip-line irrigation and 
the construction of a 1 million 
gallon domestic storage reser-
voir. 

Yet the ambitious plan ap-
pears even more noteworthy 
when one considers that Mt. 
SAC has already realized a 30 
percent reduction in water use 
since 2007. Faced with drought 
conditions eight years ago, col-
lege officials devised a strategy 
that would help the campus re-
duce its water use. 

“In 2007, Mt. SAC took the 
lead in water conservation,” 
said Gregoryk. “They didn’t 
have to tell us we had to do it. 
We just did it. The 25 percent 
in water savings that the gov-
ernor is now requiring, Mt. SAC 
achieved years ago.” 

Prior to 2006, the college 
used an average of 598 acre-
feet of water per year. But by 
2013, water use dropped to 412 
acre-feet per year, a reduction 
of 30 percent potable water and 
16 percent in overall water use. 

One of factors for that reduc-
tion was the rehabilitation of 
the three existing water wells 
on campus. The wells produce 
an average 90 acre-feet of 
non-potable water every year, 
which is used for irrigation on 
the college’s soccer and base-
ball fields and pond recharge in 
the wildlife sanctuary. 

Another factor that helped 
the college realize a 30 percent 
reduction in water use is the 
practice of replacing old facili-
ties with new energy and water 
efficient buildings that adhere 
to the United States Green 
Building Council’s Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design program. Since 2003, 
30 new facilities have been 
built on campus, and these 
have been landscape-designed 
for water conservation. 

“As Mt. SAC continues to 
grow, so will our commitment 
to the environment,” Gregoryk 
said.

SUCCESS isn’t just about 
what you accomplish in your 

life - it’s about what you 
INSPIRE OTHERS to do.
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Join a celebration of savings all Memorial Day 
Weekend long at Hemborg Ford in Norco. From a 
sporty Mustang to a workhorse F-350, you’ll find 
it here, at prices you’ll have to see to believe.

On Sunday, May 24th from 1 pm to 3 pm, KFROG 
will be at Hemborg and will give away chances to 
win tickets to the Kenny Chesney/Jason Aldean 
Concert at the Rose Bowl, Saturday, July 25th.

Hop on over to Hemborg this Memorial Day 
Weekend and you’ll drive away very happy!

HOP ON OVER TO HEMBORG
FOR THE BEST MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SALE!

NEW | PRE-OWNED | COMMERCIAL | FLEET PRICING| FINANCING| SERVICE

HEMBORGFORD.COM1900 Hamner Ave, Norco, CA 92860

SADDLE UP!

866.807.5555

WIN KENNY CHESNEY 
AND JASON ALDEAN 

* No purchase necessary. You must be 18 to enter. Odds of winning depend on number of entries. Winners selected by random drawing.

Courtesy of 

CONCERT TICKETS*

2015 Mustang

2015 F-350

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm


