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IE News

Staff Reports 

Baldwin Park - The City of 
Baldwin Park has announced 
that a new L.A. Fitness center 
will be filling the empty lot at 
13822 Garvey Ave. Construction 
is expected to start early next 
month. 

A special groundbreaking cer-
emony for the project is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 9, at 11 
a.m. Construction of the two-sto-
ry, 45,000-square-foot project 

Staff Reports

West Covina – A suspect 
was arrested this week after al-
legedly shooting a West Covi-
na Police Officer. A 20K reward 
was also offered for his arrest 
last week. 

On May 20, at approximately 
11:18 p.m., Jose Chavez, 47, 
fired numerous shots at West 
Covina Police Officer Kenny 
Benitez, who was attempting 

Pomona

see Pomona page 9

see IE page 9

see Fitness page 3

see Zone page 10

see Rubio page 8

see Suspect page 10

WC Wanted 
Suspect 
Caught

Staff Reports

Crestline -  An inmate 
walked away from a state 
conservation camp on Tues-
day, May 31. 

The inmate identified as 
Chad Ellebracht, 40, was re-
ported missing at around 7:30 
a.m. from the Pilot Rock Con-
servation Camp #15 in the 
San Bernardino County, offi-
cials stated.  Dormitory build-

Staff Reports

Pomona – The Pomona 
Police Department joined with 
the Los Angeles Regional Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force 
(LAHTTF) to arrest 30 sus-
pects for prostitution and hu-
man trafficking. 

On May 25, a large scale 
operation was conducted in 

L.A. Fitness 
Coming To BP
Project expected to 
revitalize long-time vacant 
lot in Baldwin Park

see Solar page 7

Staff Reports

SoCal – Advanced Improvements is 
an expert in air conditioning and heating, 
water heating, water filtration, and solar 
power.  For over 20 years, they have been 
providing eco-friendly, energy saving home 
and office comfort solutions for Riverside, 

Staff Reports 

Walnut/Diamond Bar - Buy-
ing and selling online has be-
come a new trend within social 
media sites, internet sites, and 
new apps that have been cre-
ated. However, reports of thefts 
have raised an issue with Wal-
nut/Diamond Bar Sheriff’s De-
partment.  Therefore, the Sher-
iff’s Department has created an 
“exchange zone” for residents to 

perform services for the Baldwin 
Park School District. Blanca 
Rubio personally solicited them 
for money. Board policy strictly 
prohibits them from this type of 
activity. So again, you talk about 
unethical practices and conflict 
of interest,” Orona added at the 
meeting.

“I am personally questioning 
her ethics and personal judg-
ment regarding her husband 
John Lopez,” Orona stated at the 
board meeting. He was referring 
to the rehiring of Lopez while Ru-
bio was a school board member.

Orona goes on to accuse 
Rubio of violating educational 
code 1090. “This action may be 
punishable as a crime,” Orona 
added. “GOVERNMENT CODE 
SECTION 1090 1090.(a) Mem-
bers of the Legislature, state, 
county, district, judicial district, 
and city officers or employees 

Staff Reports

Walnut – Do you know WHO will care 
for your eyes?

For many years, WALNUT HILLS OP-
TOMETRY (WHO) has taken excellent 
care of the vision needs of the community, 
serving patients from Walnut/West Covi-
na/Diamond Bar/Chino Hills to patients 
from La Puente/Rowland Heights/Hacien-

see WHO page 3

Prostitution/
Human 
Trafficking 
Arrests

Sheriff Station’s New Exchange Zone

over 33 years, accused Rubio of 
violating school board policies 
and questioned her “personal 
ethics” when she allegedly so-
licited campaign funds for her 
Assembly election, which is this 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016. The 
solicitation was to a current BP-
SUD school vendor. “I was con-
tacted by some contractors who 

By D. Radillo 

Baldwin Park - During a 
February school board meeting, 
Baldwin Park Unified School 
District (BPUSD) board member, 
Blanca Rubio, was accused by 
a 33-year employee of violating 
school board policies and a laun-
dry list of wrongdoings, which in-
clude: her husband was given a 
job and promotion; for allegedly 
covering up his arrest for being 
under the influence and posses-
sion of a narcotic; replacing the 
district’s law firm with another 
who had given her campaign 
donations, and for soliciting do-
nations to current school board 
vendors for her Assembly seat 
campaign, according to a you-
tube video of the board meet-
ing: (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yCrzY5YwMeQ&fea-
ture=youtu.be&app=desktop)

Mike Orona, who served as 
an employee for the BPUSD for 

BPUSD’s Rubio Accused of Violating 
Board Policies, Recall Suggested

Photo Courtesy: BPUSD.net
Blanca Rubio, a Baldwin Park 
Unified School District board 
member, was recently accused of 
violating board policies at a BPUSD 
board meeting. 

Photo Courtesy: Walnut/Diamond Bar Sheriff’s Department

Inmate 
Missing From 
SB Camp

Advanced Improvements can be 
reached at (888) 698-8859.  See their 
ad on page 6.

Advanced Improvements Provides 
Comfort For Your Home

Walnut Hills Optometry is conveniently located 
near the 10, 60 and 57 freeways, on the 
border of Walnut and West Covina, at 18736 
East Amar Road. For information visit their 
website at www.walnuthillsoptometry.com.

WHO Will Take Care Of Your Eyes
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Pick Up Your Copy! In addition to delivering to homes and businesses, copies of our 
papers are also available at these locations:

Azusa City Hall 
213 E. Foothill Blvd., Azusa 
(626) 812-5200
Azusa Library, Senior 
Center, Post Office
729 N. Dalton Ave., Azusa 
(626) 812-5232
Benny’s Liquor Store 
208 N. Azusa Ave., Azusa
(626) 815-9948
Amarlia’s Insurance Svcs
613 E. Arrow Hwy., Azusa 
(626) 915-1717 
Golden Scissors Beauty 
Salon 
5561 S. Azusa Ave., Azusa
(626) 969-6606
Family Hair Salon
633 E. Arrow Hwy., Azusa
(626) 339-0797

(626) 339-1286 
Bikram Yoga
1050 N. Citrus Ave., Covina 
(626) 732-6112
P & G Super Burger 
1030 N. Citrus, Covina 
(626) 967-6846
Covina Public Library 
234 North, Second Avenue 
Covina 
(626) 967-3935 
A1 Office & Crafts
490 W. Arrow Hwy. 
San Dimas
(909) 592-3858
Rainbow Donuts
1432 S.Asuza Ave. 
West Covina, 
(626) 917-4933

West Covina City Hall
1444 W. Garvey Ave. S. 
West Covina
(626) 939-8400
West Covina Chamber of 
Commerce
811 S. Sunset Ave. 
West Covina
Your Video
417 N. Vincent  
West Covina
(626) 814-2749
Farmer Boys Restaurant
14430 Merced Avenue 
Baldwin Park 
(626) 856-1000
Flora Total Beauty
521 N. Azusa Avenue, Ste. B 
West Covina 
(626) 653-9349

QT Nails
459 S. Azusa Ave. #E, Azusa 
(626) 334-6644
Valley County Water District
14521 Ramona Blvd, 
Baldwin Park 
(626) 814-2973
Baldwin Park Unified 
School District.
3699 N. Holly Avenue 
Baldwin Park
(626) 962-3311 
Bambino Insurance Agency 
146 W. Arrow Hwy.
Covina 
(626) 915-5051
Brunswick Recreation 
Centers 
1060 W. San Bernardino Rd. 
Covina

Mr. Pollo 
500 N. Azusa Ave. Suite 107 
West Covina 
(626) 331-8090
Hair Perfect
450 N. Asuza 
West Covina 
(626) 331-5363
Extra Auto Insurance
104 Azusa Ave.
West Covina
(626) 332-3811
Taqueria La Fogata
314 N. Azusa Ave.  
West Covina
(626) 974-9398
Mayazteca 
604 N. Azusa Ave. 
West Covina
(626) 339-1281

The Eye Of The Beholder
By Michael Armijo 

It was a warm yet windy day 
filled with strong sorrow. The 
air reflected a deep sense of 
respect as people gathered to 
say goodbye to a friend whose 
spirit had left the earth.

As everyone gathered, the 
vibrant, wooden casket lay 
atop the ground as the family 
huddled closely around. The 
youngest, a young boy, gazed 
at the casket while tears flowed 
from his swollen eyes. He 
walked up and laid his cheek 
on the rigid, shiny, wooden box, 
as his white-gloved hands gen-
tly caressed the top of the last 
home his father’s body would 
ever have. He laid gentle kiss-
es on the top of the casket, as 
his unconditional love was re-
flected in front of all those who 
watched. A gentle whisper was 
heard a row back; “Did you see 
that? How sad.”

When I heard those words, 
“how sad,” I felt something 
deep inside that disagreed; 
something that didn’t see the 
message of sadness when the 
boy showed his emotions. In-
stead, I saw an act of love. A 
love so strong, it displayed the 
true meaning of unconditional 
love; something deep inside 
that didn’t care if the world 
looked on or what people felt. 
This was a feeling of purity, of 
joy, and of strength.

I believe old proverbs and 
words of wisdom, and I be-
lieve we all see life in certain 
light, and sometimes, in cer-
tain darkness. I also believe 
that when we express the 
darkness, which surrounds our 
lives, it spreads like a conta-
gious and cancerous disease. 
It attaches by simple contact, 
clings like a dependent child, 
while deteriorating in a short 
amount of time.

I’ve learned that opinions are 
only perceptions of a person’s 
immediate thinking, and reflec-
tions of someone’s inner self. 
What we see is usually what we 
feel, what we feel deep inside. 
Without realizing it, we express 
past experiences, deep histo-
ries, insecurities about our fu-
ture, and we reflect the percep-
tion of our own lives.

I also believe that when we 
see life in its darkest hour, we 
have the opportunity to see life 
through the brightest light. For 
some, it’s a short path traveled 
to a place inside that holds our 
mind hostage from our heart. 
For others, it’s a level of con-
fidence that sits deep within 
that’s been damaged by a care-
less act from an irresponsible 
adult.

I also believe that the true 
meaning of life can only be un-
derstood through beauty and 
joy that sits deep in our hearts. 
The vision of what will come 
can only be seen through the 
eyes of a believer of life. I feel 
the truest form of emotion can 
only be felt when a person can 
feel the presence of a higher 
power, a stronger entity, some-
thing or someone greater than 
themselves.

I understand that life is not al-
ways what it is expected to be. 
It changes moods like a spoiled 
child. But I also understand that 
life can be what we want it to 
be; all we have to do is apply 
our hearts in front of our minds. 
Following what we truly feel, 
not what we think we see, is the 
only way to put aside our petty 
angry thoughts and our insignif-
icant bitterness. Because just 
as the young boy who helped 
bury his only father, the tears 
that flow from our swollen eyes 
are tears of love that can only 
be understood when beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder. ■

Photo Courtesy: Google Images

History 101

History.com

On May 23, 1934, notorious 
criminals Bonnie Parker and 
Clyde Barrow are shot to death 
by Texas and Louisiana state 
police while driving a stolen car 
near Sailes, Louisiana.

Bonnie Parker met the char-
ismatic Clyde Barrow in Texas 
when she was 19-years-old and 
her husband (she married when 
she was 16) was serving time in 
jail for murder. Shortly after they 
met, Barrow was imprisoned for 
robbery. Parker visited him ev-
ery day, and smuggled a gun 
into prison to help him escape. 
But he was soon caught in Ohio 
and sent back to jail. When Bar-
row was paroled in 1932, he im-
mediately hooked up with Park-
er, and the couple began a life 
of crime together.

After they stole a car and 
committed several robberies, 
Parker was caught by police 
and sent to jail for two months. 
Released in mid-1932, she re-
joined Barrow. Over the next 
two years, the couple teamed 
with various accomplices to rob 
a string of banks and stores 
across five states–Texas, Okla-
homa, Missouri, New Mexico 
and Louisiana. To law enforce-
ment agents, the Barrow Gang–
including Barrow’s childhood 
friend, Raymond Hamilton, W.D. 
Jones, Henry Methvin, Bar-
row’s brother Buck and his wife 
Blanche, among others–were 
cold-blooded criminals who 
didn’t hesitate to kill anyone who 
got in their way, especially Po-
lice or Sheriff’s deputies. Among 
the public, however, Parker and 
Barrow’s reputation as danger-
ous outlaws was mixed with a 
romantic view of the couple as 
“Robin Hood”-like folk heroes.

Their fame was increased by 
the fact that Bonnie was a wom-

an–an unlikely criminal–and by 
the fact that the couple posed 
for playful photographs togeth-
er, which were later found by 
police and released to the me-
dia. Police almost captured the 
famous duo twice in the spring 
of 1933, with surprise raids on 
their hideouts in Joplin and 
Platte City, Missouri. Buck Bar-
row was killed in the second 
raid, and Blanche was arrested, 
but Bonnie and Clyde escaped 
once again. In January 1934, 
they attacked the Eastham Pris-
on Farm in Texas to help Ham-
ilton break out of jail, shooting 
several guards with machine 
guns and killing one.

Texan prison officials hired 
a retired Texas Police Officer, 
Captain Frank Hamer, as a 
special investigator to track 
down Parker and Barrow. After 
a three-month search, Hamer 
traced the couple to Louisiana, 
where Henry Methvin’s family 
lived. Before dawn on May 23, 
Hamer and a group of Loui-
siana and Texas lawmen hid 
in the bushes along a coun-
try road outside Sailes. When 
Parker and Barrow appeared, 
the officers opened fire, killing 
the couple instantly in a hail of 
bullets.

All told, the Barrow Gang 
was believed responsible for 
the deaths of 13 people, includ-
ing nine Police Officers. Park-
er and Barrow are still seen by 
many as romantic figures; es-
pecially after the success of the 
1967 film Bonnie and Clyde, 
starring Faye Dunaway and 
Warren Beatty. ■

Famous outlaws, Bonnie and Clyde, were shot and killed in 1934.

Police Kill Famous 
Outlaws Bonnie And 
Clyde

Like us on Facebook! 
/ArmijoNews
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L.A. Fitness coming to Baldwin Park

will then begin June 15, accord-
ing to city associates.

“All of a sudden it’s here, and 
I’m extremely excited,” said Bald-
win Park Mayor Manuel Lozano, 
adding that the gym project will 
be the first of its size in this city, 
according to a city news release.

The new L.A. Fitness cen-
ter will be built on the five-acre 
property at the southeast corner 
of Francisquito and Garvey ave-
nues, just north of the San Ber-
nardino (10) Freeway. That area 
rests across from the original 
In-N-Out store, a popular Bald-
win Park staple.  Lozano said 

the project lot has been vacant 
for years, although it is also well 
traveled by hundreds of pedes-
trians and commuters every day.

“We’re turning that whole 
landscape that is now dirt into a 
great structure. This project will 
lighten up that particular area,” 
the mayor added. “I think it’s go-
ing to be a really nice place.” 

The fitness club is expected to 
have a 35,000-square-foot main 
level, as well as a 10,000-square-
foot mezzanine. The floor plan 
shows that the Baldwin Park 
L.A. Fitness location will mirror 
the West Covina club. “Ame-
nities include full-court basket-
ball, a swimming pool and spa, 
men’s and women’s lockers with 

showers, and saunas. The local 
venue will also offer spinning, 
free weights, traditional cardio 
equipment and personal train-
ing areas,” according to the city 
news release. 

Three to four additional busi-
nesses are expected to accom-
pany the L.A. Fitness center 
on the lot. Several companies, 
including retail stores and eat-
eries, have already expressed 
interest, Lozano said, but noth-
ing has been confirmed at this 
point.

For more information about 
the L.A. Fitness groundbreaking, 
contact Yauchzee at (626) 813-
5204 or via e-mail at syauch-
zee@baldwinpark.com. ■

Fitness from page 1

IEHP

Nearly 16 million people in the 
United States have diabetes. But 
diabetes can be treated.  With 
the right care and some lifestyle 
changes, you’ll feel better, and 
enjoy a long and healthy life.
What is diabetes?

When you have diabe-
tes, your body does not have 
enough of the hormone “insu-
lin”, or it is not working correct-
ly. If you have type 1 diabetes, 
your body makes little or no in-
sulin. If you have type 2 diabe-
tes, your body is making insulin 
but is not able to use it.
Is there a cure?

There is no cure for diabe-
tes, but many people with the 
illness can live healthy lives. 
Your Doctor will work closely 

Photo Courtesy: Google

Whether you have diabetes 
or not, you should see your 
Doctor often. If you have diabe-
tes, Doctor visits are important. 
Your Doctor will review your 
blood sugar levels, perform 
tests and check your feet.

You don’t always have to 
wait for regular visits. Call your 
Doctor if:

• You have the flu, cold, or 
respiratory infection

• You have discomfort in 
your hands or feet

• You have any vision prob-
lems ■

with you to set up a plan. Here 
are some changes you can 
make to stay healthy:

• Eat a well balanced diet
• Exercise each day
• Take your medicine the 

way your Doctor tells you
• Keep a healthy weight
• Check your blood sugar 

levels
• See your dentist every six 

months, and your eye doctor 
yearly

• Practice good foot and skin 
care
When to see your Doctor:

Living with Diabetes

WHO from page 1

WHO will take care of your eyes

da Heights/Whittier. Because of 
the quality of service provided, 
as well as the trusting care given 
by the doctor, patients travel from 
the Los Angeles and Inland Em-
pire areas as well.

WHO considers vision to be 
a precious gift, and their office 
takes pride in providing compre-
hensive eye exams.  

WHO believes that quality eye 
care involves consistent care by 
a professional.  Carmela Larino, 
O.D., and her loyal staff, will give 
your eyes the personalized care 
and attention they deserve.

Dr. Larino is proud to serve 
the community she grew up in.  
She attended Rowland Unified 
schools from elementary through 
high school, and then attend-

ed U.C. Irvine before receiving 
her doctorate degree from the 
Southern California College of 
Optometry.  In 2003, Dr. Larino 
was honored at her alma mater 
- Nogales High School – when 
she was inducted onto their Wall 
of Fame.  She is a member of 
the American Optometric Asso-
ciation, the California Optometric 
Association, and the Rio Hondo 
Optometric Society, where she 
stays current on the latest in eye 
care.  As a local resident, you 
might find Dr. Larino eating at 
your favorite restaurant, shop-
ping in a local store, or attending 
a community event. 

WHO offers personalized eye 
examinations, diabetic and eye 
health exams, and the manage-
ment and care of a multitude 
of eye and vision concerns.  A 
wide variety of eyewear is also 

available, from progressive 
and polarized lenses to silicone 
high-oxygen contacts, and even 
designer frames. They also of-
fer Lasik Surgery co-manage-
ment. If you have used eyeglass 
frames scattered around the 
house, bring them to the WHO 
offices and they will donate them 
to those in need of frames.

WHO is conveniently located 
near the 10, 60 and 57 freeways, 
on the border of Walnut and West 
Covina, at 18736 East Amar 
Road (at the corner of Nogales 
Street and Amar Road, next to 
Papa John’s Pizza.)  Their hours 
are Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  You can reach 
them at (626) 965-3878 or (909) 
594-1153.  For more information 
visit their website at www.walnut-
hillsoptometry.com. ■

Did You Know?
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$1 Drinks 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless 595-9109
50% Cleaners 444-1111
Allstate Insurance 468-1495
Art Nails 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac 594-2832
Burger King 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels 598-4332
Dollar Tree 468-4850
East West Bank 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning 839-1992
GNC Vitamins 869-7272
International School of Montessori 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse 612-7480
Newen’s Beauty Salon 598-8394
Royal Florist 718-0688
Sake Sushi 594-5221
School Connection 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS 595-1800
Smoke Town 468-5816
Stater Bros. 598-6534
The UPS Store 444-1303
US Taekwondo 595-9222
Vapor Junkies 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers 594-4092
Yummy House 468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

Amar Road

Gr
an

d

MSAC

60 Fwy.

Av
en

ue

57 Fwy.

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut

(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

EXP 6/30/16 EXP 6/30/16 EXP 6/30/16

6/30/16



 SGV News 5May 2016 COLUMNISTS

784 Nogales St. 
Walnut, CA 

Located at the Alamo Car Wash

626.913.3718626.913.3718

GARDEN
The Common-sense Alternative to California Gardening.

909-468-5017

RESTORATION

WATER SHORTAGE
The Problems

We are in a long drought!
Landscapes are suffering!
Fines are being imposed!

The Solutions
Tear out those thirsty lawns
Turn down the sprinklers

Install gravel or synthetic sod or a combo of both
Water only your favorite shrubs

Apply for a rebate from your local Water Department
Enjoy your new-found free time and money

It’s easier than you think.
Call us... We can help!

YOUR AD HERE!
Call (909) 464-1200

The Summer Of Healing
By Nancy Stoops, M.A., M.F.T.

Can you 
b e l i e v e 
s u m m e r 
is almost 
h e r e ?   
Have you 
been put-

ting off some very necessary 
therapy for your family, your 
child, or maybe even yourself?  
Well, make this the summer 
of healing and don’t put it off 
anymore.  For the past twen-
ty years, I have been running 
a free counseling group that 
meets every Monday evening 
from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. at the Wal-
nut Teen Center.  Their address 
is 21003 La Puente Road in 
Walnut and their phone num-
ber is (909) 444-0089.  Even 
though we meet at the teen 

center, I have helped people 
of all ages at this group with 
many different types of prob-
lems.  We meet every week all 
year round, unless it is a legal 
holiday.  I invite you and your 
family to come on down and try 
it out. 

I also have the honor of run-
ning a free grieving group at 
the Walnut Senior Center. They 
are located at 21215 La Puente 
Road in Walnut and their phone 
number is (909) 598-6200.  This 
group can help with successful 
recovery from all types of loss.  
People that have attended have 
lost loved ones, lost pets, and 
even suffer loss from retirement.  
The funny thing is that we actu-
ally do a lot of laughing and have 
a good time helping each other 
recover from what can seeming-
ly feel impossible.  I have been 

running this group every month 
for seventeen years.  This group 
meets the first Friday of every 
month from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. It 
is my privilege to have Midnight, 
my registered therapy dog, as 
my co-therapist at both of these 
groups. 

I hope you will allow Midnight 
and I to help you and your fam-
ily.  It will truly be our honor and 
pleasure to help you and your 
family members heal, and fi-
nally grow into who you all de-
serve to be!

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  
Nancy is a licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist.  Nancy 
is now accepting new clients.  
She also works as a motiva-
tional speaker.  Nancy runs free 
family support groups, a group 
on loss for seniors, and groups 

for teens and can handle many 
court mandated needs.  For 
more information about any of 
these services contact Nancy 
at (909) 229-0727.  You may 

e-mail Nancy at nancyjstoops@
verizon.net. You may purchase 
Nancy’s books Live Heal and 
Grow and Midnight the Therapy 
Dog at Amazon.com. ■

My Favorite Mother-In-Law
By Pastor Mark Hopper

Recently, 
my wife’s 
m o t h e r 
died in Ari-
zona.  She 
was born in 
Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania on August 20, 
1924.  She was 91-years-old.

I always called her my favor-
ite mother-in-law.   Actually, she 
was my only mother-in-law.  My 
wife and I have been married for 
45 years, so she has been my 
mother-in-law for all that time!

She was a remarkable wom-
an.  She was born during the 
“Roaring 20’s” and lived through 
the Great Depression in the 
1930’s.  After earning her nurs-
ing degree, she worked at a hos-
pital in Washington, DC during 
World War II.

After the end of the war, she 
married my father-in-law and 
they settled down on Long Is-
land, New York in the first mod-
ern subdivision called Levitown.  

It was a futuristic master planned 
community filled with returning 
veterans and their brides.  

This young couple was also 
part of the post-war “Baby 
Boom”, having four kids in New 
York and a fifth child after they 
migrated to Scottsdale, Arizona.  

My favorite mother-in-law was 
a stay-at-home mom who was 
actively involved in the lives of 
her five children.   When the kids 
got into high school and college, 
she became a school nurse and 
enjoyed helping young students 
at the local elementary school.

My in laws enjoyed their retire-
ment years and traveled to Eu-
rope and the British Isles several 
times.  One of their favorite trips 
was to Ireland because she had 
Irish roots.  Her maiden name 
was Gallagher!

My wife and I enjoyed some 
memorable times with her par-
ents.  We traveled with them to 
San Diego on several occasions.  
And, we will always remember a 
special trip with them to Hawaii.

I was surprised at how many 

people attended her memori-
al service.  There were many 
former neighbors and friends 
in attendance, plus many fam-
ily members.  Almost all of her 
grandchildren came, too.  She 
had five children, 13 grandchil-
dren and 20 great-grandchildren 
with two more on the way.

There were also a number of 
our high school friends and for-
mer classmates at the service.  
They considered her to be their 
adopted mom, too.

Let me encourage you to take 
time this week to express your 
love and appreciation to an old-
er adult in your life.  Why not put 
a note in the mail or pick up the 
phone and make a call?

Tell them how much they have 
meant in your life.  You will be 
glad you did and they will too!

Pastor Mark Hopper is from 
the Evangelical Free Church of 
Diamond Bar, 3255 South Di-
amond Bar Blvd.  Sunday ser-
vices are 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  
For more information, call (909) 
594-7604 or visit Efreedb.org. ■

Straight Talk With Danice

By Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Q: I am 
dealing with 
breast can-
cer.  I’ve 
d e c l i n e d 
surgery, ra-
diation and 

chemo therapy.  I am doing all 
the research necessary to make 
informed choices for myself.  My 
problem is my family and friends.  
They are all pressuring me to lis-
ten to my doctor and start the reg-
ular processes and I want nothing 
to do with any of that.  It seems 
that I cannot even have lunch 
with friends or family without them 
lecturing me.  I am an adult in my 
mid thirties and I am capable of 
thinking for myself.  How do I get 

through to them?  I need support, 
not lectures.

A: You are taking a path that 
frightens your loved ones.  Sur-
gery, radiation and chemothera-
py are the accepted treatments 
for cancer at this time.  When 
people reject those treatments, 
it’s bound to cause conflict with 
medical practitioners and loved 
ones.  You sound certain of your 
choices so I will address your 
question of how to get through to 
your family and friends.  If I were 
in your shoes, I would explain to 
them that it is very stressful to be 
dealing with a serious diagnosis 
without feeling like you have to 
also defend your own personal 
choices. Let them know that you 
would appreciate their support, 
love and friendship as you tend 
to your health in your own way.  
Express your desire to have 
their basic respect about your 
choices.  Help them understand 
that you take full responsibility 
for your outcomes and that you 

would just appreciate kindness 
during this difficult time.  After 
this conversation, if there is any-
one who continues to upset you 
as you are working to recover 
your health, it is my recommen-
dation that you put those people 
out of your personal circle for 
awhile.  You will need support-
ive positive people around you 
as you work to improve your im-
mune system and improve your 
health picture.  Obviously, nega-
tivity should be avoided.

I’m wishing you a smooth 
path, Vickie.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-
ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Services. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types 
of issues and concerns. To 
send a question to Danice, 
email her at straighttalk@
candidcoachingservices.com. 
You can also visit her website 
at www.candidcoachingser-
vices.com. ■

My family doesn’t support 
my medical decision - 
A Letter from Vickie
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Advanced Improvements provides 
comfort for your home

Orange, San Bernardino, San Di-
ego and Los Angeles counties.  

Advanced Improvements’ mis-
sion is to build top quality home 
and office improvement projects 
on time, with exemplary customer 
service, and within your budget.  
Right now, Advanced Improve-
ments is offering specials and 
discounts on a variety of their 
products.

Solar:  Whether you’re looking 
to go completely off the power 
grid, or just reduce your carbon 
footprint, Advanced Improve-
ments can help by providing you 
with solar solutions.  They offer 
both solar electric (photovoltaic) 
and solar thermal (solar water 
heating) technologies.  The aver-
age solar system pays for itself in 
as little as four years.  When you 
fit your home for solar, you can 
receive up to 30% in tax credits, 
and Advanced Improvements has 
2.99% financing options available 
for solar upgrades (OAC).

Water Heating:  Advanced 
Improvements carries a full line 
of different models and types of 
water heaters.  They offer every-
thing from traditional tanks and 
tankless, to the new hybrids and 
eco-friendly solar water heaters.  
Advanced Improvements spe-
cializes in tankless water heaters, 
claiming the title of the largest 

tankless water heater installation 
company in the nation.  They 
have installed over 10,000 tank-
less water heaters over the last 
ten years.  Take advantage of 
their $500 discount coupon on a 
Rheem Tankless Water Heater, or 
$100 discount on a Rheem Tank 
Water Heater.

Water Filtration: Advanced 
Improvements offers water filtra-
tion systems that protect against 
hardness elements, iron, rust, 
sediment, and a variety of other 
substances that may be present 
in your water.  Their systems are 
high flow and low maintenance 
machines that are designed for 
optimum performance.  Ask about 
their $500 discount coupon for 
Anti-Scale and Carbon Water Fil-
tration systems.

Heating and Air:  Advanced 
Improvements has trained pro-
fessionals that provide expert 
analyses, top quality equipment, 
and skilled installation or repair of 
your heating and air conditioning 
equipment.  They can give your 
home a heating or cooling sys-
tem that is not only reliable, but 
efficient.  They also offer heat 
pumps, gas furnaces, package 
units, air handlers, and cooling 
coils.  Their current heating spe-
cial will allow you to get $1,500 
off in factory rebates for qualifying 
systems.  Also, ask about their 
$75 special for a winter tune-up 
for your current system.

Go Green:  You can GO 
GREEN with Advanced Improve-
ments, as they provide eco-friend-
ly, energy saving, green products 
for your home and business.  
They can help you go complete-
ly independent with solar power, 
replace your heating and cooling 
system with a new high-efficien-
cy unit, or lower your energy us-
age by installing a tankless water 
heater.

Advanced Improvements 
stands behind their products and 
services and is committed to ex-
cellence.  They are also commit-
ted to the community.  Owners 
Jason and Athena Hayes have 
lived in Eastvale for over seven 
years, and as homeowners, they 
love to see Eastvale flourish. Ad-
vanced Improvements has been 
the platinum sponsor for the 
Eastvale Community Founda-
tion’s Annual Golf Tournaments, 
and they will continue to invest in 
the City and support its growth.  
Make sure to ask about their 
$500 discount coupon for East-
vale residents only.

Make your home or business 
comfortable today with Advanced 
Improvements (Contractor State 
License Board #947761).  Their 
office is located at 1200 North 
Barsten Way, in Anaheim, and 
they can be reached at (888) 698-
8859.  Visit their website at www.
AdvancedIMP.com, and see their 
ad on page 6. ■

Solar from page 1

20781 Amar Rd STE:7, Walnut, CA / 318 N. Lemon Ave, Walnut,CA 
Join us!  Learn useful technique and  

exercise to feel great about yourself ! 
 

ENROLL 
NOW! 
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is especially helpful to substitutes 
who fill-in for letter carriers on 
their days off,” said DeCarlo. 

The National Dog Bite Preven-
tion Week was held in Houston 
from Sun., May 15 to Sat., May 
21 in order to bring awareness 
to the nationwide issue of dog 
attacks. The American Acade-
my of Pediatrics, American Hu-
mane Association, American 
Veterinary Medical Association, 
Insurance Information Institute 
and State Farm Insurance joined 
forces with USPS to educate the 
community about this concern.   

Of the 4.5 million Americans 
bitten by dogs annually, half of all 
victims are children, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).  “Many 
attacks to children are by the 
family pet or a dog familiar to the 
child, so it’s important to keep 
children and dogs separate, es-
pecially if a dog is known to act 
aggressively,” according to the 
USPS news release. 

USPS believes that education 
can help prevent dog attacks to 
people of all ages. They have re-
leased the following tips to help 
keep our USPS mail carriers 
safe: 

• If a letter carrier delivers mail 
or packages to your front door, 
place your dog in a separate room 
and close that door before open-
ing the front door. Dogs have been 
known to burst through screen 
doors or plate-glass windows to 

get at strangers.
• Dog owners should keep 

the family dog secured. Parents 
should remind their children not 
to take mail directly from letter 
carriers in the presence of the 
family pet as the dog may view 
the letter carrier handing mail to 
a child as a threatening gesture.

• The Postal Service places 
the safety of its employees as a 
top priority. If a letter carrier feels 
threatened by a vicious dog or if 
a dog is running loose, the own-
er may be asked to pick up the 
mail at the Post Office until the 
carrier is assured the pet has 
been restrained. If the dog is 
roaming the neighborhood, the 
pet owner’s neighbors may be 
asked to pick up their mail at the 
Post Office as well. ■

Staff Reports 

The United States Postal Ser-
vice (USPS) released its annual 
Top Dog Attack City Rankings 
this week, which concluded that 
a total of 6,549 employees were 
attacked by dogs last year. Fif-
ty-one cities make up the top 30 
rankings, according to a USPS 
news release.  

“Dogs are protective in nature 
and may view our letter carriers 
handing mail to their owner as 
a threat,” said USPS Safety Di-
rector Linda DeCarlo at a news 
conference in Houston. 

Safety is the number one 
priority of USPS, so they’ve re-
leased new safety initiatives that 
have been put into place in order 
to keep their employees safe.  

Two new safety measures will 
alert USPS Carriers of dogs on 
their delivery routes. The first 
safety measure went into effect 
on May 13 on usps.com’s Pack-
age Pickup application. “Cus-
tomers will be asked to indicate 
if there is a dog at their address 
when they schedule a package 
pickup,” according to the news 
release. The second safety mea-
sure plans to be implemented 
later this spring.

“The Mobile Delivery Devices 
that letter carriers use to scan 
packages to confirm delivery will 
include a feature that allows car-
riers to indicate the presence of a 
dog at an individual address. This 

USPS Carriers Attacked By Dogs

Photo courtesy: USPS.com

and soon after promotion. 
Orona goes on to point out 

John Lopez’ arrest for a con-
trolled substance.

“This individual, John Lopez 
(Rubio’s husband), was recent-
ly arrested at Margaret Heath 
Elementary for being under the 
influence and in possession of 
dangerous and narcotic drugs,” 
Orona said. He then accuses 
Rubio of “trying to cover it up.” 

“(During this arrest) where 
was Blanca during the danger 
and violent threats to the school,” 
Orona said. “She chose the op-
tion of remaining silent and pre-
vent the public of knowing this 

was her husband,” he said.
Orona concluded with the re-

quest of starting a recall against 
Rubio and requested that the po-
litical leaders in attendance be-
gin an investigation. In addition, 
Orona said he would send cop-
ies to the District Attorney’s office 
and request an investigation.

The youtube video of the Feb-
ruary School Board meeting can 
be seen here: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=yCrzY5Y-
wMeQ&feature=youtu.be&ap-
p=desktop

Blanca Rubio and Mike Orona 
both did not respond to emailed 
questions prior to press time. ■

shall not be financially interested 
in any contract made by them 
in their official capacity, or by 
anybody or board of which they 
are members. Nor shall state, 
county, district, judicial district, 
and city officers or employees 
be purchasers at any sale or 
vendors at any purchase made 
by them in their official capacity.” 
Orona was referring to this code 
as a conflict of interest and viola-
tion of the Government Ed Code 
as Ms. Rubio was a board mem-
ber during her husband’s rehire 

Rubio from page 1

Rubio accused of violations
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Prostitution/Human trafficking arrests
Pomona from page 1

the area of Holt Ave and Res-
ervoir St., which resulted in 24 
arrests. 

Another investigation was 
also conducted on May 23 at 
the same location. Seven sus-
pects were also arrested; six 
for Loitering with the Intent to 
Commit Prostitution and one 
for Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia. These suspects are 
listed below:

Prostitution Suspects: 
Perez, Michael Ruendy, 

Age 32, Covina
Tyler, Traci Renee, Age 21, 

Fresno
Jones, Sandra Kay, Age 40, 

San Bernardino
Nunez Sanchez, Jose Elia-

zar, Age 36, Ontario
Jeffries, Monique Marie, 

Age 28, Compton
Grisby, Laverne Patrice, 

Age-33, Grand Terrace
Narcotic Paraphernalia 

Suspect:
Brice, Sherman Russell, 

Age 55, Pomona
The Pomona Police De-

partment continues to take a 
proactive approach to issues 
regarding Human Trafficking 
and Prostitution along the 
Holt Ave corridor. As part of 
this effort, the Pomona Police 
Department has joined with 
the Los Angeles, which is a 
multi-agency team that con-
centrates on victims of the 
sex trade and the pimps who 

Become A Land Owner
$9000 Per Acre!

2 acres Water/Power
Joshua Tree

WE FINANCE.
Will trade for car/truck.

Invest or build a home or ranch.

Call for a FREE map.
562-355-9579

Hablamos Español.

EXP 06/17/16

perpetuate these crimes. In 
addition to the constant efforts 
of Pomona Police Officers to 
suppress prostitution in our 
city, the LAHTTF also concen-
trates its efforts in Pomona 
regularly.  

These types of operations 
serve as an opportunity for 
victims of Human Trafficking 
to speak with officers in pri-
vate. Law enforcement and 
community advocates can 
direct victims to resources 

and possibly relocate them to 
safe locations away from their 
abusers.

Anyone with information re-
garding these types of activi-
ties are encouraged to contact 
the Pomona Police Depart-
ment at (909) 620-2085. If you 
prefer to provide information 
anonymously or be eligible for 
a Reward, you can contact LA 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477) or www.lacrimes-
toppers.org. ■

Inmate missing from SB camp
IE from page 1

ings and the camp perimeter 
were searched by the camp 
staff, but were unable to find 
him. The Camp reported his 
disappearance to the local 
law enforcement agencies. 
He was last seen at a routine 

inmate count at 5:40 a.m.
Ellebracht has multiple tat-

toos, including his last name 
across his upper chest. He 
weighs about 200 pounds 
and 5 feet, 11 inches tall. He 
was finishing a three year 
sentence, to be released on 
August 8, for possession of 
a controlled substance for 

sale.
If you have any informa-

tion, please contact Cali-
fornia Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation 
officials camp commander at 
(909) 338-1950 or the Sierra 
Conservation Center Watch 
Commander at (209) 984-
5291, ext 5439. ■

Walnut High Student Killed
By Racine Guajardo

Walnut - Walnut High 
School Student, Fernando Ba-
surto, 18, was shot and killed 
on Thursday, May 19.

The Walnut/Diamond Bar 
Station responded to the 
18400 Block of Desidia Street, 
Rowland Heights for a “gun-
shot victim” call. Immediate-
ly, they were directed to the 
alley, where the victim had 
been shot, according to the 
Sheriff’s Department. Basur-
to was treated by paramedics 
but pronounced dead at the 
scene.

 After the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Homicide 
detectives conducted an in-
vestigation, they’ve learned 
that the victim was shot at 

approximately 11:41 p.m. Wit-
nesses recalled seeing two 
acquaintances with the victim 
hanging out in the garage of 
an apartment complex, when 
two Hispanics in their 20’s had 
confronted them. The verbal 
confrontation led to a physi-
cal altercation, which at some 
point a gun was pulled out and 
the suspect allegedly started 
firing at all 3 victims. The Sher-
iff’s Department confirmed that 
Basurto was the only one hit, 
in the upper torso.

The two suspects immedi-
ately fled east from the alley 
and out of view after the shoot-
ing. The other two victims were 
not injured, and it is unknown 
whether this incident was gang 
related.

Walnut High School an-

nounced that they have mo-
bilized a crisis team who are 
available on an ongoing basis, 
including Grade Level Coun-
selors, school psychologists, 
and direct personnel. 

There is no additional infor-
mation available at this point, 
but this is an ongoing investi-
gation.

Anyone with additional in-
formation is encouraged to 
contact the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department’s Ho-
micide Bureau at (323) 890-
5500. If you prefer to provide 
information anonymously, you 
may call “Crime Stoppers” by 
dialing (800) 222-TIPS (8477), 
or texting the letters TIPLA plus 
your tip to CRIMES (274637), 
or by using the website http://
lacrimestoppers.org. ■
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Lujan family owned
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Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

LA County 
Sheriff’s Department

City of Industry – Los An-
geles County Sheriff’s Homi-
cide detectives have identified 
the three residential burglary 
suspects that fled from dep-
uties at a high rate of speed 
and ultimately collided into a 
small utility vehicle, killing the 
driver.

Thirty-five year-old An-
thony Quisenberry and 26 
year-old Michael Smyer, 
both residents of Los Ange-
les, and 32 year-old Haw-
thorne resident Charles Al-
len, fled from a residence in 
Hacienda Heights. Deputies 
spotted them on Tuesday, 
May 31 while responding to 
a “burglary in progress” call.  
According to witnesses, two 
male Black suspects were 
seen kicking in a neighbor’s 
door and the suspects’ vehi-
cle, a black Chevrolet Cama-
ro, was seen parked across 
the street. 

In an attempt to apprehend 
the suspects, deputies initi-
ated a pursuit after the sus-
pects fled from them.  As the 
suspects traversed onto op-
posite lanes, swerving onto 
on-coming traffic, the pursuit 
was terminated.  As the dep-
uties attempted to re-engage 
themselves into the pursuit, 
they discovered that the sus-
pects, who were traveling at a 
high rate of speed, had collid-
ed with a small utility vehicle 
at Gale Avenue and Johnson 
Drive, killing the driver, 66 
year-old Rojelio Gonzalez, a 
resident of Bellflower.

The three suspects ran 
from the collision but were 

Homicide Fatal Traffic 
Collision 

apprehended shortly.  The 
suspects were arrested and 
taken to a local hospital for 
a medical evaluation.  They 
were subsequently booked for 
Murder, Burglary and Evading 
a Peace Officer Causing Inju-
ry or Death.  Each are being 
held in lieu of one million dol-
lars bail.

The investigation is ongo-
ing and there is no additional 
information available at this 
time.

Anyone with information 
about this incident is encour-
aged to contact the Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment’s Homicide Bureau at 
(323) 890-5500.  If you prefer 
to provide information anony-
mously, you may call “Crime 
Stoppers” by dialing (800) 
222-TIPS (8477), or texting 
the letters TIPLA plus your tip 
to CRIMES (274637), or by 
using the website http://lac-
rimestoppers.org. ■

Place an ad in The Weekly News · 4 Ads start at $160 · Call (909) 464-1200

WC wanted suspect caught

to detain him. “The officer sus-
tained a gunshot wound to the 
upper torso,” according to the 
West Covina Police Depart-
ment. “He was transported to 
a local hospital, treated and 
released and is recovering at 
home.”

On May 24, a reward amount 
of $20,000 dollars was offered 
by the City of West Covina in 
exchange for information lead-
ing to the apprehension and 
conviction of Suspect Jose 
Chavez.

On May 26 at 2:06 a.m., the 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department Homicide Bureau 
detectives located and arrested 
Chavez, in the 1200 block of 
Foxworth Avenue, La Puente.

Chavez was believed to be 
hiding in the La Puente resi-
dence, so detectives wrote a 
search warrant for the location. 
Deputies from the Special En-
forcement Bureau then served 
the search warrant and arrest-
ed suspect Chavez at the loca-
tion, without incident, according 
to the West Covina Police De-
partment.

“Chavez will be transported 
to a local hospital to be treated 
for any possible injuries that he 

may have sustained from the 
shooting incident on May 20, 
2016,” according to news re-
lease. “Following treatment, he 
will be booked for Attempt Mur-
der of a Peace Officer.”

Anyone with information 
about this incident is encour-
aged to contact the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department’s 
Homicide Bureau at (323) 890-
5500.  If you prefer to provide 
information anonymously, you 
may call “Crime Stoppers” by 
dialing (800) 222-TIPS (8477), 
or texting the letters TIPLA plus 
your tip to CRIMES (274637), 
or by using the website http://
lacrimestoppers.org. ■

Suspect from page 1
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Sheriff Station’s new exchange zone

meet safely while selling or buy-
ing an item from someone they 
met online. The “exchange zone” 
is clearly marked for either party 

involved.
Walnut/Diamond Sheriff’s de-

partment would like to also note 
that they “cannot act as official 
witnesses to any transactions, 
will not give legal advice, and will 
not settle civil disputes related to 

any transaction,” according to a 
Sheriff’s Department News Re-
lease.

If you have any additional 
concerns or questions, you may 
contact Captain Jeffrey Scroggin 
at (909) 595-2264. ■

Zone from page 1

Like us on 
Facebook! 
/ArmijoNews
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By Mike Taylor

Walnut – Mt. San Antonio 
College students Jacqueline Yu 
and Hung Pham are two of the 
93 community college students 
throughout the state recently 
selected for the 2016 All-Cali-
fornia Academic teams, chosen 
by Phi Theta Kappa (PTK), the 
international community col-
lege honor society. 

These students represent 
some of the best of the 2.8 
million students enrolled in 
California’s community college 
system. 

Yu and Pham, both students 
in Mt. SAC’s Honors Program, 
received medallions during the 
Community College League of 
California’s awards ceremony 
held recently at the Sacramen-
to Convention Center. Selec-
tion for the academic teams is 
based on grades, leadership, 
and community service. 

Yu, 18, is a communica-
tion major and carries a 4.0 
GPA. She was selected for the 
All-California Academic First 
Team. As a Walnut resident, 
she is the president of the PTK 
chapter at Mt. SAC, a member 
of the speech team, and re-
cently received the Bovero Top 
Speaker Award as the outstand-
ing speaker in a national speech 
competition. At Mt. SAC, she 

BPUSD

Baldwin Park - Baldwin Park 
Unified raised its graduation 
rate to an all-time high of 93.9 
percent in 2014-15, closing the 
achievement gap for the Dis-
trict’s significant populations of 
Hispanic and socio-economical-
ly disadvantaged students.

The graduation rate for His-
panics mirrored the District’s 
overall figure of 93.9 percent 
while students from low-income 
households did even better, top-
ping out at 94.1 percent. The 
rate for English learners also 
improved significantly, climbing 
from 85.6 percent in 2013-14 to 
90.3 percent.

Rates soared to 100 percent 
for the District’s small popula-
tions of migrant, African Ameri-
can, Pacific Islander, Filipino and 
White students – with numbers 
for African Americans leaping by 
more than 20 percentage points.

“We are immensely proud 
of this achievement,” Super-
intendent Froilan N. Mendoza 
said. “It is a testament to the 
dedication of our talented cad-
re of teachers and staff and to 
the hard work of our students to 
achieve their best.”

Mt. SAC Students Named To 
State Academic First Team

BPUSD Grad Rates SoarTo Record Highs 

also has worked on the student 
newspaper, assists the student 
government as a tour guide, 
and helped found the cam-
pus Performing Arts Club. She 
will be honored as one of Mt. 
SAC’s Students of Distinction 
this year. In the community, she 
volunteers as a youth leader for 
Rowland Heights Community 
Christian Church, Azusa Pacif-
ic Lighthouse, and Lucky Pup-
py Rescue in Hollywood. She 
plans to transfer to UC Berkeley 
or Bradley University in Illinois 
as a double major in communi-
cation and acting. She wants to 
eventually become a communi-
cation professor. 

Pham, 20, is a mechanical 
engineering major and carries 
a 4.0 GPA. He was selected for 
the All-California Academic First 
Team. As a Chino resident, he 
is a student government trans-
fer committee representative, a 
member of the Math and Engi-
neering Club, and a member of 
the Vietnamese Association of 
Students on campus. He also 
will be honored as one of Mt. 
SAC’s Students of Distinction 
this year. He plans to transfer 
to Cal Poly Pomona as a me-
chanical engineering major and 
plans to become an engineer. 

There are 31 first-team, 31 
second-team, and 31 third-
team winners. ■

The rates are for a four-year 
cohort of students who enrolled 
in high school as freshmen in 
2011-12. This is the sixth year 
California has used the meth-
od for measuring graduation 
rates, aided by a data system 
that tracks students when they 
switch schools, drop out or con-
tinue their education without 
graduating. The federal govern-
ment now uses a similar four-
year cohort model.

California’s overall graduation 
rate has risen dramatically since 
2009-10, peaking this year at 
82.3 percent, up from 74.7 per-
cent. Baldwin Park Unified’s 
graduation rate started much 
higher – at 88 percent – and the 
District consistently outperforms 
the state’s rate.

Mendoza credits the im-
provement to a series of District 
initiatives designed to boost stu-
dent outcomes. Teachers meet 
regularly in forums where they 

can review student performance 
data and collaborate on ways to 
refine lesson approaches.

Classes emphasize proj-
ect-based learning, allowing 
students to apply theoretical 
knowledge to real-world situa-
tions. The approach works hand 
in hand with Baldwin Park Uni-
fied’s focus on critical thinking, 
student collaboration, communi-
cation and creativity.

Finally, teachers, administra-
tors and staff stress the impor-
tance of planning for college, 
careers and achieving life goals, 
helping students to deepen their 
motivation to succeed.

“These results really help to 
validate our continuing focus on 
avenues to student success,” 
Board of Education President 
Christina Lucero said. “We have 
an extraordinary team in place 
at Baldwin Park Unified, strong-
ly focused on helping students 
prepare for their futures.” ■

Hispanic, low-income 
students close 
achievement gap

Photo By: Robert Huskey
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48th District Assembly 
As Mayor of Baldwin Park, I have demonstrated 
leadership and proven the ability to work with 
state and federal level agencies, was influential in 
securing over $40 million in funding for the HOV 
expansion of the 10 FWY and 605 FWY Bridge, 
worked alongside local elected officials from 
surrounding cities, and demonstrated commitment 
throughout my 25 years of public service. Cities of 
the 48th District deserve our fair share of our hard 
earned tax dollars and leadership that will allow 
their voices to be heard.

The 48th Assembly District deserves a leader with 
experience and proven leadership. My record 
speaks to my commitment to this district, to my 
policy making, to my funding resources, and to my 
leadership and administrative ability. I am proudly 
endorsed by the residents of the 48th District 
and NOT the politicians of Sacramento.

Thank You,
Manuel Lozano

Proudly 
Endorsed
By residents 

of the  
48th District

PROVEN COMMITED &  EXPER IENCED LEADERSHIP

Mayor Manuel

Vote

LOZANO
Tuesday, June 7th!

For State Assembly

LOZANO


